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Preface to the
6th edition of the

Manual

“The 6th edition of the ComicRack Manual is before

you.This ends a gap of almost 2 years from the precetfling )
edition.We experienced more than 25 builds of ComicRac

during this period.

The past 2 years have s i
apps for Android & iOS (for which we have' separate r\r)\jn o
and shall not be discussed anymore). ComicRack for Win
ad a very eventful journey. Notable changes were new
multi-click stacks/groups, query language for

metadata fields,
d databases.A
i d support for custom fields & share
e ber of nev ) scripts were developed.

of new (and very good

l\j\;%\ee: l|Jr:at;e<:|.own to v(vrite the scripts chapter, | realised thz;tl sthe
scripts are so complicated that they dtest?rve to ha\;e m.anl:
& wikis of their own, and hence have limited myself to jus

idi r with overviews. '
prOdeg:\si '::?: Tast time, there is no end to ex;?l.ainir?g th;ngs,
and increasing the number of pages with every ed.mon Illjs; or
the heck of ‘detailed’ explanation is not worthwhile. So,‘th ave
managed to ‘trim’ the manual to 100 Pages .(con}p?are ?vu
h edition!). With this edition, I've also

een the release of ComicRack

also h

the 179 pages of the 5t s ed
merged the ‘Tips & Tricks’ manual (never mind if you never

heard of it!).

The preface will not be com
my dear friend kenjio, also a senior mem
team. He has ‘beta-tested’ this edition,

plete without me thanking
ber of the ComicRack
giving me his valuable
suggestions & proof-
reading the words.
May you always stay
happy, my friend!

| shall never

his ultimate vision of
the best comic reading
and managing software
ever created, and the
geniuses at Adobe,

for making InDesign,

my tools for creating
this humble manual.

see a radical change in
design of the manual.

reading it as much as | enjoyed making it!”

-600WPMPO
18 July 2013

Hope you enjoy

forgot to thank cYo for

Acrobat, and lllustrator,

Old readers will

What'’s inside? »
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Introduces you to a large number of add-ons for ComicRack to
increase its functionality by automating various tasks
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Introduces you to the Web Comic format.Also explains the basics of
creating, downloading and updating Web Comics

84-88 Network Sharing

Tells you how to use ComicRack for sharing your digital comic collec-
tion with your family & friends over the internet
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Are you new to
ComicRack? This
chapter introduces
you to the world of
eComics & ComicRack.
Welcome aboard!




ComicRack is the best eComic reader and manager
for Windows computers. It is an all-in-one solution
to read and manage your comic book library. It is
actively maintained, has a strong user base and is
FREE.

ComicRack uses Comic Book Archive files, which
have the extension .CBR or .CBZ and are simply
renamed RAR or ZIP files, respectively. Apart from
the standard CBR & CBZ formats, ComicRack sup-
ports various other file formats also including PDF,
CB7(7z), CBT(TAR), DJVU, and may add further for-

mats in the future.

Libbray: 28 Berks ¢ 311,79 ME - 04 PrejectsiinDesign CRW. Weks Comic Reinbow in The Dark =1 | 1 | 31 Pagets)

Supported Operating Systems: Windows 8 (Desktop mode), Win-
dows 7, Windows Vista, Windows XP SP3

Processor: 400 MHz Pentium processor or equivalent (Minimum);
1GHz Pentium processor or equivalent (Recommended)

RAM: 128 MB (Minimum); 2 GB (Recommended)

Hard Disk: Up to 40 MB of available space may be required

CD or DVD Drive: Not required

Display: 800 x 600, 256 colors (Minimum); 1920 x 1200 high color,
32-bit (Recommended)

Software: .NET framework 4.0 is required to run ComicRack
0.9.122 and higher, Ghostscript 9 or later (optional) is needed for
complete PDF support.

j Languages

the following languages:

e English e Dutch

e German e Polish

e C(Czezh e Japanese
e ltalian e Greek

e Spanish e Portugese
e French e Finnish

N\

ComicRack is multilingual, with most language packs provided & maintained by its active community.
The latest release of ComicRack always contains all language packs in the setup. ComicRack is available in

Slovak
Chinese
Hungarian
Turkish
Russian
Croatian

J
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THE READER

Read your comic books the way you
want: Fast navigation, auto scrolling,
auto rotation, dynamic zooming, au-
tomatic page fitting, magnifier, manga
mode, full screen reading, dual screen
support, multi-tab interface.

L far
2 (of
3(otg
4(ofy
3 fof 1]
6 (of 12
7 (of 1/1'“

THE LIBRARY

The powerful integrated library allows
you to bring your whole collection to life.
With different ways to group, sort and
present all the data of your comic books,
it helps you rediscover your hidden
treasures.

CONVERSION

PAGES

Edit eComic pages, rotate them to your
needs, change the reading order or add
additional information.

ComicRack can batch convert your
comic books to all important formats (in-
cluding PDF). And all this is done in the
background while you keep on reading.

INFO

ComicRack allows you to edit and show
the information of your comic books. You
can even change the color and sharp-

ness of comic pages.

CONFIGURABLE

ComicRack can be adapted to your
needs. Optimize page display, share
your library in your local network or
change the user interface language.

Chapter 1: Introduction
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SHARING

Using the network sharing functionality of
ComicRack, you can open the shared li-
brary of other ComicRack users over the
internet, and share your own library or
database with them.

ADD-ONS

ComicRack is expendable with add-ons
(called scripts) that enhance its function-
ality. With scripts, you can batch process
books in ComicRack to accomplish a
number of tedious manual tasks with just
the click of a button.

XCess (p
Chapter 1 4 S[’n ( GQE 50)

s
Chapte 1. -, i Arrows r

BOOKMARKS

Bookmark your comic books at any (and

any number of) pages that you wish. You

can use these as ‘jump-points’ for chap-

ters in a book, and for the next comic in
a multi-comic archive.

RATINGS

You can assign ratings to any comic
book by simply clicking &/or dragging on
the stars. ComicRack supports ratings
on a scale of 1 to 5, with 0.1 increments.
You can even enter average ratings from
other reviewers as community ratings.

/ !

Catalog |

COLLECTOR

ComicRack supports ‘Fileless’ comic
entries into the database. This way
ComicRack can be used as a ‘paper’
comic database management tool.

SYNC

ComicRack for Windows can synchro-
nize your comics and reading lists with
ComicRack for iOS/Android over WiFi.
Your synchronized comics will also be
converted and optimized to reduce the
space required on your device.

ComicRack Manual | 6th Edition

Chapter 1: Introduction



What are eComics?

And how they differ among themselves

eComics are basically archives of individual page images and usually have the extension .CBR or .CBZ. eComics
are thus defined as RAR/ZIP/7z files containing JPG, BMP, PNG, or GIF images, with the extension changed to
CBR/CBZ/CB7 respectively.

ComicRack organizes eComics by storing metadata as XML snippets (either as part of the big
library file ComicDB.xml) or as single small files (called Comicinfo.xml) into eComics. As eCom-
ics can have a variety of formats (PDF, CBZ, CBR, CB7, CBT), the ability to save metadata differs:
* PDF: No archive at all, no place for Comiclnfo.xml or any custom metadata.

e CBR: Rar format can not be written (proprietary)

e (CBZ: Comiclnfo.xml is updated

e (CB7: Comiclnfo.xml is updated

e CBT: “Streaming” archive, no update because of performance issues.

The recommended format is CBZ or CB7, as ZIP/7z are freely available formats while RAR is owned by RarLabs.
They have released the unRAR capabilities but not the RAR. So, programmers can write software that reads
RAR archives (.CBR files) for free, but they can’t write software that creates or edits those files, without paying
a license fee. Thus, the Comicinfo.xml file is changed/added only for CBZ and CB7 eComics, while for all other
archive formats (including CBR), it is not touched.

v Metadata Tips

Metadata for all eComics (of any
format) that are in your ComicRack
library, is stored in the database file
(ComicDB.xml), so you can easily
backup/restore their metadata. In
case of CBZ (also in CB7, but not

in normal zip or 7z) files, Comic-
Rack also stores metadata as the
Comicinfo.xml file within these file
formats. Once the Comicinfo.xml
file is stored in CBZ or CB7 files, the
metadata in these file formats will
stay preserved, no matter wherever
or how many times you transfer
them. However, upon transfer,

you will lose non-comic metadata

information: last page read, current
page, tags, rating, read percentage,
opened count, added/opened date
etc.

Technically you can retrieve meta-
data from CBRs as well, since the
metadata is also stored in the
secondary stream of a CBR eComic.
This means that as long as you don’t
move the eComic to a non-NTFS
partition or burn it to a CD or some-
thing, you will be able to retrieve
metadata from CBRs also. This also
implies that in case of CBR files, the
metadata is lost if you transfer the

file to another computer. However,
its metadata (or any file format, for
that matter) can be saved by back-
ing up the database (ComicDB.xml)
from the Preferences dialog.

Backing up the database saves
absolutely everything, including the
non-comic metadata that is not pre-
served in the Comicinfo.xml file. For
more information, see the section
on Database Backup.

~
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Are you ready to expe-
rience ComicRack? In
this chapter, you learn
the basics of installing
and getting started.
Come on in!

ComicRack D —
Vﬂ.g“lﬁgSetup - o

| Completing the Comi
omicR
Setup Wizard B

).9.169 has been installed on your computer

to dose this wizard.

| Run ComicRack v0.9.169

/| Show Readme




Installing ComicRack is a very simple process. Just follow the step-by-step instructions below to get ComicRack
working on your system. The steps below depict the ComicRack installation on a PC running Windows 8. If you
have a different (supported) operating system, the screens may appear slightly different.

N gerficenss Agroement Mt Choose Components

g::::"‘;,elg'e ComicRack v0.9.171 Please review the license terms before instaling ComicRack v0.9. 171. % Choose which features of ComicRadk v0.9. 171 you want to instal. f‘?{?
This wizard wil guide you through the installation of Press Page Down to see the rest of the agreement, Chedk the components you want to install and uncheck the components you don't want to
ComicRack v0.9.171. install. Click Next to continue.
IComicRack Copyright ©2006-2013 ¢Yo Soft ~
Itis recommended that you dose al other applications
before starting Setup. This will make it possble to update IComicRack is designed for private use and commercial use without sale (Freeware), if
:mm;‘rx:ysmﬂsmmnmmm reboot your the following rules are respected: Select components to instal:
lcYa Soft has no responsibility if errors occures in direct or indirect relation with the
Click Next to continue. lsoftware.
\ComicRack cannot be used in a military domain or in a similar domain (Weapon creation,
jarmament, etc.).
) v
If you accept the terms of the agreement, dick I Agree to continue, You must accept the Space required: 22.6MB
agreement to install ComicRack v0.9.171.
Hullsoft Install System v2,46 Nulsoft Install Syste
== o [t | [ o |
Download the latest ComicRack setup file from the Read the license agreement, and/or click I agree Now you can see the description of the compo-
ComicRack download page. Double-click the setup to continue. nents by positioning your mouse over them. If you
file to open the installation wizard. Click Next to wish, you can uncheck (not recommended) the
continue. components that you don’t wish to install.
\'5 ComicRack v0.9.122 Setup = J e ey
Choose Install Location % e ~
Choose the folder in which to instal ComicRack v0.8. 171. 1\}’\) Installing % RO AT s I3
Please wait while ComicRack v0.9. 122 is being installed. kD-.\J
Setup wil install ComicRack v0.9. 171 in the folloning folder. To installin a different folder, s
click Browse and ther folder. Click Instal to start the instaliation. Checking your .NET Framework version. . P —
Jr— | P p——
T ComicRack v0.9.122 Setup [ J
P T |
e—ra—
) This program requires the NET Framework. Tasotion JeConphe
Destination Folder /8% Would you like the installer to downlaad it from www.microsoft.com? 47 SN
[ Browe. Pressing no may result in the program not working. — i‘ﬁ
Space red: 22.6MB e —— i
e pe
Nullsoft Install System v2.46
ok ‘ sl | l Nullsoft Install System v2,46
< Cancel
‘ e = A
]
Choose the folder in which to install ComicRack. If .NET framework 4 is not already installed on Accept the .NET license terms and let it install.
The default location is: your system, the ComicRack installer will offer to
C:/Program Files/ComicRack download it from the internet. Click yes when the

ComicRack installer prompts you.

@ micRack v0.9.122 Setup [wfal = ] o o

Installing Installing . 2
Please wait whie ComicRack v0.9.122s being nstalled. v\} Please wait whie ComicRack v0.9. 171 is being nstaled. r} g:“pl‘;:"f‘g :dhe ComicRack v0.9.171
up Wiza
Optimizing ComicRack for your system... ComicRack v0.8. 171 has been installed on your computer,
Microsoft NET Framework 4 Setup Click Firish to dose this wizard.
Skpped: Whit=Paper pg ~
You must restart your computer to complete the installation. If you choose Skipped: WhitsPaper 2.jog [¥]Run ComicRiack v0.9. 171

Restart Later, applcations dependent on .NET Framework may stop Skipped: WhitePaper3.pg
working.

Output folder: C: Program Files\ComicRack Resourcesicons
Skipped: AgeRatings.zp

Skipped: AgeRatings_Austraia.zp

Skipped: Formats.zip

Skipped: Pubiishers. zip

Skipped: Spedal.Zp

Show Readme

Optimizing ComicRack for your system... @
Nullsoft Install System v2.46 Nullsoft Install System v2.46
[ <Back |[ Mew» | [ cancel | <Back Next > Cance! <Back Cancel
Just after the .NET framework installation com- Let ComicRack complete its installation. During Click Finish to complete the installation. If you had
pletes, a dialog box appears, asking for an immedi- installation, ComicRack optimizes itself for your instaled .Net in step 5 above, manually restart your
ate system restart. Click Restart Later. system. system before running ComicRack.
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http://comicrack.cyolito.com/downloads

As you are going to start ComicRack for the first time, we would like to welcome you to the ComicRack commu-
nity. Wishing you a lifetime of comics, with a little help from the most complete and yet incredibly easy software
that you have just successfully installed. So, come on, let’s start ComicRack!

QU READ TO!

Double-click the ComicRack icon to open the program. It can be
found on the desktop or on the Start Screen in Windows 8 or un-
der All Programs in the Windows Start Menu of Windows 7. You

will be greeted with the ComicRack splash screen.

‘Security Alert |

On some systems, a Windows Security
Alert may pop-up, indicating that
Windows Firewall has blocked some
features of ComicRack.You may check
all options and safely click the Allow
access button. This is a once-only step
and won't be required every time you
start ComicRack.

A dialog may open, requesting you to Donate
to ComicRack if you wish. Once you have
donated, enter your email address. Click

Validate, and wait for a moment. The Support

dialog shall not bother you again. Even if you

decide not to donate, ComicRack is fully func- . .

tional. In this case, click Skip for now. {w‘“”imﬂ"”nw —

s Pl s bochnd e e of Comcih ) e e v et
P
W e ks
fon £ e Rk . e
s et
P
T
b e e arhece
._.«.pwam-—w"’"“‘

e v ke

- ar @ 100% v € None ~ |~ [E1 [

| = ComicRack itroducion - A Quick Guide 3]

Use mouse wheel to scroll this book
Double-click to goto Fullscreen
Single-click to get more options

Use up/down arrow keys to scroll this book
F11 to goto Fullscreen
F3 to get more options

1 Library i% Folders L) Pages e
RER|ICIED x D€ @E-2-AQ-3-B- 5 @ ~ Search Al |
Cltory Bl
. . v [ESmart Lists B
This is the Sidebar. - :
Here you see a number [ Recently Added T e
of quick access lists, P I [} Recently Read
akin to playlists in a %:e";' Read :
H
music player. You will [aR::d'"g ‘
later learn to make your R Files to update "
own lists. Library: 0 Books [ ComicRack Introduction - A Quick Guide 119 Page(s) |

This is the Reader
It shows the book currently
being read. When ComicRack
opens for the first time, you are
greeted with the Quick Manual.

This is the Browser.
Here you will see the books
that you add to your ComicRack

o library. You can double-click any

book here to open it for reading
in the Reader above.

Tee
Comec Rinck hor Pt Pick, of the W
Image Comes

Y comicRack News!

Reading the Latest ComicRack News is the easiest & fastest way to keep in
touch with all the latest updates to ComicRack. You can also enable the Check
for news on startup option to open the news dialog every time ComicRack
starts. This way you’ll never catch an update late!

ComeRack et Come X0 o0 Aed.
Bocome @ Beta Tester for Co.

o8 Coomck o P o S

ComicRack 0.9.170 released
Thouzons zzesee

Tn @ 8 srdusance reate Bt mary Bxes vareus buga See e
Srwriad eacroton e e e 3t asges

A wat bead Sve 13 Gy S0 o ay Comments.
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Opening a new comic

You can also drag & drop!

Opening your first comic book with
ComicRack is the quickest way to get
started! There are a number of ways to
open books with ComicRack:

From the Tools menu at the far end,
click Open Book.

From the Main menu at the top of
the window, click the File menu and
then click Open File.

Double-clicking any supported comic
book archive in windows explorer
will launch that file with ComicRack.
Right-clicking any supported comic

2 Open Book.. -0 |
Open Remote Library...  Ctrl+Shift+R

= Info... Ctrl+|

E Workspaces »
3 Bookmarks 3
~ Auto Scrolling Ctrl+5
@ Minimal Uzer Interface F10

™ Reader in own Window F12

book archive in Windows Explorer and selecting Open with ComicRack.

You can also drag and drop your books into ComicRack to read them or to add them
to the ComicRack library:

N

From an explorer window, select a book. You can even select a batch of books.
Drag & drop it over the Reader window (if you want to read it) or the Browser
window (if you want to add it to the library). Learn more about these windows
& the user interface of ComicRack in the next chapter.

Adding your comic book collection to ComicRack is the first step in managing/
organizing your ever expanding comic collection. Here is a quick startup on how
to start a new comic book library with ComicRack:

1. From the main menu at the top of the window, click File and then click Add

Folder to Library.

2. Browse to where your comics are.
Select your comic book folder, and
click Ok.

3. ComicRack will scan the folder
(and its subfolders) and add all
books to the Library.

These steps may have to be repeated if
you have your books in more than one
folder. The next time you add a book
to one of the added folders, you may

Open File... Ctrl+0

Close Ctrl+X

Close All Ctrl+Shift+X

[ MNewTab Ctrl+T

Add Folderto Library...  Ctrl+ Shift+ A

Scan Book Folders Ctrl+Shift+5

# Update Web Comics Ctrl+Shift+W
= Synchronize Devices

#*  Tasks.. Ctrl+Shift+T

click the Scan book folders button from the file menu, or simply restart Comic-
Rack, and the newly added files will be displayed in your ComicRack library. More

advanced features of the library shall be discussed in the forthcoming chapters.

with Ghostcript

Out of the box, ComicRack has very
limited support for PDF files. Basically it
tries to get all the images in it and displays
them. Of course, this works for most book
PDFs but not for eBooks which also contain
alot of text. However, you can convert
ComicRack to a full blown, fully compli-

ant PDF reader and have the advantage of
all the built in library functions (cover, page
thumbnails and previews, database etc.)

Enter Ghostscript

Ghostscript is
a suite of software
based on an inter-
preter for Adobe Sys-
tems’ PostScript and
Portable Document
Format (PDF) page

description languages.

You simply have

to download the official ghostscript release and
install it on your system. Make sure to install
the correct version. If you run ComicRack
as 32 bit, you must install the 32 bit version
of ghostscript (the 32-bit or 64-bit info can
be found in the lower right-hand corner

of the ComicRack splash screen, or in the
About section of the Help menu). After this,

ComicRack will automatically use it and

display PDFs as nicely as Adobe Reader.

ComicRack Manual | 6th Edition
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Getting familiar

with the interface and
terminologies of
ComicRack will serve
as a primer for later
understanding the
myriad functionality
ComicRack has to
offer.
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The Default Interface

Essential reading for new users »»

This chapter is essential for understanding the terminology used to describe the various parts of ComicRack. Take
some time to familiarize yourself with the components. Shown below is the default interface for ComicRack:

Main Menu
L Reader Toolbar

File Edit Browse Read Displa Help

|| €= -1~ 0 - @ 100% - € None -|C) - 5T |2

Reader Tab-bar

\0) Reader Window

Browser Tab-har
¢

[ tbrery i Folders | I 8-
EER Cmb D€ E-S-0-3-5- 3 5@ [Q-scrchar |
- Oubray Al

v Smart Lists

. E.My Favorites o B w d
[ Recently Added \) 3
Sidebar Toolhar I FOVRELHIEOR Browser Toolbar
aReading .
[ Read M
[ Files to update E v

| Library: 0 Books 3 [None [NA [NA ]
Y
Sidehar
Status Bar

ComicRack broadly consists of 2 main components, the Reader window and the Browser window. You manage
your comic books in the Browser, and you read them in the Reader. The ComicRack Reader and Browser are sup-
plemented by their respective toolbars and tab-bars. The Browser is supported by the Sidebar, which carries the
library, plus all the reading lists. At the top of the ComicRack window is the Main Menu (which auto-hides when
a comic book is opened), and at the bottom lies the Status Bar.
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In its default layout, ComicRack contains as many as 3 ‘hidden’ or ‘optional’ panels. These can be identified by
noticing the dotted extenders known as Docking Grips. Clicking on these docking grips toggles off/on the 3 op-
tional panels, viz. Search Browser, Favorites & Small Preview. Apart from these, there are 3 more docking grips
that assist in changing the layout of the ComicRack window contents. The locations and names of all the docking
grips are tabulated below:

Location
i Between the Browser Toolbar above and the Browser window below Search Browser Docking Grip
2 Between the Sidebar Toolbar above and the Sidebar below Favorites Docking Grip
8 Between the Sidebar above and the Status bar below Small Preview Docking Grip
4 Between the Reader Window above and the Browser Tab Bar below Browser Docking Grip
5  Between the Sidebar on the left and the Reader window on the right Sidebar Docking Grip
®  Between the Browser window above and the Status bar below Info Panel Docking Grip

mew§|@mm|@]pw| A \o) ------- - =- & 1

File Edit Browse Read Display Help

BCEREE € E-2-Q-2 -5 @ Q- Sserchan | & «»-[0
[Tities =[] [series =[] [Genres BN
AL Ties) | [ A1 @ Seres) [[ 41 0Genres)
Favorites Panel Search Browser
\ \
@Library\oj =l 9/
vSmart Lists ‘
@My Favorites Y N
[ Recently Added 9) m
@Recently Read I*
@Never Read
[ERe \ — \
T 2 :
Small Preview Info Panel

L Library: 0 Books o:

NLLLL essential sidebar!

Technically speaking, the Sidebar also is an optional panel, yet it is active in the default ComicRack setup. This is
due to the essential functionality of the Sidebar (discussed in forthcoming chapters). Please also note that the Info
Panel docking grip is not seen in the default setup. It shall be discussed later.
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File Edit Browse Read Display Help

- - |- - 100% - @ None ~|(] - [53 |[&

The Comic Reader is the area where the open comic books are displayed. Just above the Reader window is the Read-
er Tab-Bar on the left, and the Reader Toolbar on the right. The Reader Tab-Bar shows the tabs for currently opened
comic books. Scrolling anywhere over the reader tab-bar switches its tabs. It continues into the Reader Toolbar, which
contains several buttons and menus required for customizing how comic books are displayed in the Reader.

The Browser Tab-Bar contains tabs for the Library Browser, Folders Browser and Pages Browser, which are all integrated
with the Sidebar Toolbar and the Browser Toolbar. The Sidebar folders & lists can be opened in a new tab here. Shared li-
braries also show up here in their own tabs.The Library and Folders tabs open up their respective content in the Sidebar,
while the Pages Tab uses the entire Browser window to display details regarding the pages of an open comic book. Please
note that scrolling anywhere over the tab bar switches its tabs.

Browser Tab-bay A

(] Lbrary | @ Folders =5
WE QCa 0 ||Dj€e» E-2-0-3-E- B9 & [Q-searcha

F

Sidebar Toolbar

The Sidebar toolbar contains the icons required The Browser toolbar contains a number of options for viewing a vari-
for working with the sidebar. The content of the ety of comic layout styles in the Browser.The content of the Browser
Sidebar Toolbar changes with respect to the tab Toolbar changes with respect to the tab open in the Browser Tab Bar.

open in the Browser Tab Bar.
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The ComicRack Status Bar is present at the very bottom of the ComicRack window. It displays important informa-
tion about your comic books.

This is the Pending Back-
ground Tasks Indicator, that
shows an animated icon
whenever info data from files is
being read, or web comics are

This is the number (and size) of the comic books being updated. Clicking it brings This is the current

currently selected in the Browser window. For

At the right end of the
Status Bar, the Display
resize slider is present.
This is used when you
wish to increase or
decrease the size of the
comic books view in the
Browser window.The
resize slider can be
dragged to the right to

he Tasks Dialog showi
some usgrs, this might be the q.uickest way to find tﬁz ;aik;rsosndlql':sgkss t(ajl:.llll"c]gis PZiee::I:nl:?cr scf);:le incriasellthe-thumZn'ail
O;Jt the size o.f abparlzlcular comic book,ora group  jescribed in detail later in this c:;'et ot:_ l:;: j:;::v;elcv
O many comicC bOOKS. )
’ chapter. Current Page of the open the row size.
Number of selected comic hooks / ize/File Path Pending Background Tasks Indicator comic ook Display resize slder
L4 [ J L4 |
17 eComics / 446.37 MB - 1 selecEd! 18.78 MB E The Phoenix Requiem V1 #1 ‘ 1 | 168 Page(s) '—ﬂi_ a.:i
B T ’ ° ®
Total comic books displayed in the Browser/ Total Size Caption of the opened ~ Page countof the .
At the very left of the Status Bar, the total i i -
number (and size) of comic books displayed (onicbotk opened (omic book Server Stalistics

in the Browser is seen. This number indicates Left to the resize slider is the

the number of comic books present in the list page count of the opened comic

selected in the sidebar.The file path of the cur- book, followed by the current

rently selected book is also seen.The Library page number of the open comic

list is the default, and reflects your entire com- book and the caption of the

ic book collection archived with ComicRack. opened comic book, in that
order.

The ComicRack main menu gets automatically hidden

Preferences dialog (Behavior tab -> Application section).

.

when any comic is opened in the read-
er window. It can be toggled on/off using the Alt key or using the Show main mer.rutt))puko.n
from the Tools menu. Please note that for this feature to work even_ when no cpmuc 00 hIS
open, you should turn off the show main menu if no comic book is open option from the

If you are sharing your
library over the network,
you will see a round icon

at the extreme right of
the Status Bar; this is the
Server Statistics button,

clicking which will open
the Server Statistics
tab of the Tasks Dialog
showing displaying all the
detailed server statistics
for your shared library.
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The ComicRack Main menu contains a number of self-explanatory menus. Each menu has a number of sections,
containing several functions. All of these functions have been described in relevant chapters. Here is a brief

overview of these menus.

Open File... Ctrl+0
Close Ctrl+X
Close All Ctrl+Shift+X

[ MewTab Ctrl+T

Add Folder to Library... Ctrl+Shift+ A

Scan Book Folders Ctrl+Shift+5

{# Update all Book Files Ctrl+Shift+U

# Update Web Comics Ctrl+Shift+W

#*  Tasks.. Ctrl+Shift+T
Automation 3

Mew fileless Book Entry...  Ctrl+5hift+N
Mew fileless Book Series...  Ctrl+Shift+F3

Open Remote Library... Ctrl+5Shift+R
Open Books
Recent Books 3
Restart Ctrl+Shift+Q
Exit Ctrl+Q

Edit

55| Info.. Ctrl+l
Undo Ctrl+Z
> Redo Crl+¥
My Rating »
Page Type [
Page Rotation »
3 EBookmarks »
Copy Page Ctrl+C
Export Page...  Ctrl+Shift+C
F2 Refresh F5
B Devices..
%@ Preferences... Ctrl+Fg

The File menu can be used for
opening or closing comic books,
creating a new tab, organising and
updating the library folders and
files, fileless comic book entries,
opening remote libraries, accessing
the history, and to exit or restart.

Read

= First Page Ctrl+B
4= Previous Page Ctrl+P
= Mext Page Ctrl+N
"M Last Page Ctrl+E
E Previous Book Ctrl+Alt+P
[&  MNextBook Crl+Alt+N
[+ Random Book Ctrl+Alt+0
[  Show in Browser Ctrl+F3
43 Previous Tab Ctrl+ Shift+)
E»  Mext Tab Ctrl+Shift+K
fip  Auto Scrolling Ctrl+5
[ Double Page Auto Scrolling  Alt+Shift+5
Track current Page Alt+Shift+T

From the Edit menu, you can open
the comic book Info dialog, Undo /
Redo actions, change comic book
page types, rate and bookmark
comics, copy/export pages, refresh
ComicRack, and open the Prefer-
ences dialog.

Display

E Book Display Settings...  F&

Page Layout »
foom 3
Rotation »

Minimal User Interface  F10
Full Screen F11

! 2]

Reader in own Window F12

Magnifier Ctrl+M

r
|
b=

Browse
Browser F3
Library F&
Folders F7
Pages Fa
Sidebar Shift+Fo

Small Preview Shift+F7
Search Browser Shift+F8

m ¢4 "oEE 2P L

Info Panel Shift+F3
Previous List Ctrl+)
Met List Ctrl+K
Workspaces 3
List Layout 3

The Browse menu helps you toggle
ComicRack components on/off
shift back and forth the comic lists
and browse / edit workspaces and
list layouts.

Help

@) ComicRack Documentation..  F1

Choose Help Systern 4
Quick Intreduction

ComicRack Homepage...  Shift+F1
ComicRack User Forum...  Ctrl+F1
News...

Support ComicRack...

¢ 40 PO

About... Alt+F1

From the Read menu you can
shift between comic book pages,
between individual comic books

and between tabs, and options for
Autoscrolling.

The Display menu contains the
Comic Display Settings dialog, page
customization options (Layout,
zoom, rotation), and user interface
customization options.

The Page Layout options can also
be accessed from the Reader
Toolbar.

The Help menu contains important
links to the ComicRack forum and
homepage.The ComicRack docu-

mentation links to the wiki page.
You can use the Choose Help Sys-
tem sub-menu to make either the

Online ComicRack Manual (recom-

mended) or the Wiki the default
help system on your ComicRack.
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https://sites.google.com/site/comicrackmanual/home
http://comicrack.cyolito.com/documentation/wiki

WANT TO LOOK LIKE A
WINMER? HANG ARDUNP
A LOSER

RIBBONS STARS

The green ribbon indicates the last page -“ Red: The Web comic has been updated with new pages. The number is the num-
read in a comic book. The yellow ribbon ber of new pages. Once the new pages are read, the red stars disappear.

is the current page open in the comic 1. Blue: The comic book in the current list that was last opened in the reader.

book. If the current page being read is ..- Green: The comic book is currently open in the reader. If no comic book is open,
earlier than the last page ever opened, the green star will not be seen.

the yellow ribbon scrolls down as the 4 Orange: Data is pending to be written to the Comicinfo.xml file in the comic book
comic book pages are read, till the green archive. This includes changes to the metadata, information on the page images,
ribbon is reached. From there on, the changes in comic book attributes (like file size and file modified time). Updating
green ribbon takes over till the end of the your comic book files makes the orange stars disappear.

comic book. * Violet: A fileless comic book. These are simply ComicRack database entries for

comic books which are not actually present on the hard disc.

Cover number Total number
currently select-® ~® 5t front covers
ed for display as in the comic
thumbnail book

Click on the + sign to browse forward the
front covers. Click on the - sign to move
back. Please note that once you reach
the last front cover, clicking on the + sign
will move you on to the first cover.

COVER BROWSER RATINGS

The cover browser is represented by the the little -/+ You can rate your comic books in ComicRack on a scale of 0 to 5, with
signs over the comic book thumbnails & tiles in the 0.1 increments. Based on your preference, the ratings on the comic book
browser. This indicates the number of pages in the thumbnails can be displayed either in a numerical manner (at the bot-
comic book marked as front cover. It can be used as tom right of the thumbnail), or as rating stars (below the thumbnail).The
a visual indicator to identify comic books with variant community ratings are blue-colored, while ratings assigned by you are
covers, browse through the covers, and choose the yellow-colored.

cover to be displayed as the thumbnailtile.
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If there are any currently under-process assignments (called Pending Tasks), then corresponding animated icons
are displayed in the Status Bar. These are the Pending Background Tasks Indicators. Double-clicking any of these
opens the Pending Background Tasks dialog. Currently, there are 4 types of pending background tasks indicators,
any or all of which can be seen running in the status bar, depending on the state of the pending tasks.

This indicates that Comic-
Rack is currently running a
scan on your library folders,
searching for new comic

Export
When the export comic
books function is used to@
convert comic books from

: books.
one format to another, this :
indicator will be seen in the Write @ ----+ e eseaeaaaeaeaaaaeaaaans @ Thumbnails
status bar. This indicates that ComicRack is This is an indicator depicting that ComicRack is
s writing information to the comic currently getting info and creating thumbnails for
[ I book files the comic books being viewed in the browser. It
: also appears when you update Web Comics over
the internet.
'Tasks M\
| Background Tasks | Server Statistics |
Task State .
Create Thumbnails @t ceees

: ‘ Create thumbnail for page 2i... Running
:, ........ o Write Info

Write information to eComic ... Running
Wri!e information to eComic ... Watting

@Wﬁte information to eComic "...  Waiting

@Wﬁle information to eComic "...  Waiting

Write information to eComic "...  Waiting

Wri!e information to eComic ...  Watting

@Wﬁte information to eComic "...  Waiting

@Wﬁte information to eComic "...  Waiting

Write information to eComic *...  Waiting

@Wﬁ!e information to eComic ...  Waiting

Merasaasasaan @ Export Comics

E] Export eComic ... 74%

2] Export eComic ... VV\Vlraiting
Scanning - S

Scanning 'DADC Comics\Got... Running @ T ‘

53 Tasks are pending Abort all User Tasks v]

“ 4

The Pending Background Tasks Indicators also integrate with the Windows taskbar, providing you at-a-glance
information about the current status of ComicRack just by looking at the taskbar.
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Having problems
managing your comic
book collection? Suf-
fering heartaches
while spending hours
organizing them? Look
no further, the
ComicRack browser is
here to rescue you!




The Browser is the section of ComicRack that helps you manage / organize / browse your comic book collection.
All (or selected) comic books are displayed in the Browser window in the form of thumbnails, tiles, or details
view. The Browser window is ably supported by the Browser Toolbar and the Browser Tab bar.

The Sidebar is an essential component of the Browser, and changes its content according
to the tab open in the Browser Tab Bar. The Search Browser, Favorites panel, and the
Small Preview are the 3 optional panels of the Browser, and can be toggled off/on using

their respective Docking Grips.

J' Library

i Folders

- [uibrary

@Read

@Files to update

v [ESmart Lists 21
@My Favorites
@Recenﬂy Added A
@Recenﬂy Read n
lﬂNever Read
@Reading

as~

D€ @-2-0-4-

e

(e

‘Wb Comic Artifice

There are 2 tabs in the Browser Tab Bar, viz. Library and Folders.The Pages tab appears
only when a comic is open in the Reader window. Out of these, the Library and the
Folders tabs are integrated with the sidebar; while the Pages tab does not contain the

Sidebar.

=M Computer
[ iy System (C:)
[l Data (D:)
E“_—_, Entertainment (E:}
- £ Chess
E] 'i? Comics
. =€ 0Day
- @)y 00day
< >

I ibrary | Folders
| E| S DE-2-0-4-E- =
E]--Desktop

T

Wek Comic Batwaan
Failuras

The Browser window is often referred to as the Library Browser, Folders Browser or
Pages Browser, depending on which tab is open in the Library Tab Bar. Here you see

the Folders Browser window.

The position of the Browser in the
ComicRack window can be changed to
suit the user’s choice. The Dock menu
present on the extreme right of the
Browser tab-bar can be used to place
(dock) the Browser to the left, right or
bottom position in the ComicRack win-
dow. The Browser docked at the bottom

is the default setting.
B -

. Dock Bottom
[[] DockLeft
LI] DockRight

0 Fi

Ctrl+Shift+1
Ctrl+Shift+2
Ctrl+Shift+3
Ctrl+5Shift+4

Info Panel Right  Ctrl+Shift+5

One important setting is the Dock Fill op-
tion, which unifies the Browser tab-bar with
the Reader tab-bar and the Reader Toolbar.
In this setting, comic books open on this
Unified Tab bar.

Info Panel Right

The Dock menu also contains the

Info Panel right option. You can use this
option to dock the Info Panel (docked at
bottom of the browser by default) to the
right side of the browser. The Info Panel is
an optional panel that can be used by various
scripts to display customized info. The Info
panel opens in the browser, but without any
complementary scripts enabled, it doesn’t
show up. To know more about the Info
panel, see the corresponding section at the
end of this chapter.
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The Views button helps choose how and what comic books are displayed. Basically,
you get to choose from 3 different views: thumbnails, tiles & details. Click the Views
button to toggle between the thumbnails, tiles & details views. Clicking the small
downward-pointing arrow beside the views button opens up the views menu.

Thumbnails

Dj@® E-5-U-2-E- @9 Q-

23] Views -

Thumbnails
=:: Tiles
i=  Details

Collapse/Expand all Groups

v | Chow All
@
Tiles
E g*$:@'§l"%¢'@'-@' % |@' =

¥ Jason Brubaker (1)

)
Web Comic reMIND

¥ Jason Brubaker (1)

Web Comic reMIND
Everyone

Jason Brubaker
Fantasy

reMIND is @ mystical, sci-fi about faith, love and
brain transplantation.

The thumbnails view is the most commonly used view,
and is enabled by default. Double-clicking on a (unstacked)
thumbnail opens up its comic book in the reader. It is
possible to increase or decrease the size of the comic
book view by using the comic book display resize slider
present on the status bar, or by holding CTRL and scroll-
ing the mouse wheel.

Details

The tiles view is relatively more informative than the
thumbnails view. Double-clicking on a (unstacked) tile
opens up its comic book in the reader.

Extended Cover

O€® E-=-3-E- B =

| @y ~ search Al

State Cover € Series

¥ Jason Brubaker (1)

Pages Added My Rating Nu

¥ & N >

108 16/06/2 virddrdes

0"

dq

The details view is the most informative
view. Double-clicking on a comic book
column in the details view opens up its
comic book in the reader. You can not
stack comic books in the details view.

The comic books of a group are ar-
ranged by your specified metadata field,
seen as a small arrow on the column
heading. A single-click on this arranging

Ded H-=-4-B- B 96 =2 |-
Cover State rj Series “Pages Added MyRating Mo
¥ Jason Brubaker (1}
W [v] reMIND 108 16/06/2 <y srdes

column-head toggles the order from de-
scending to ascending (notable from the
direction of the arrow: pointing down-
wards or upwards, respectively).You can
change the column positions by a simple
drag and drop using the mouse. Right-
clicking the header of any column in the
details view brings about the details con-
text menu.

The new expanded cover view in detailed
mode can be turned on by moving the
cover column to the first or last column.

We will learn more about the details
view on the next page.
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ComicRack supports display of a variety of
icons for Publisher, Imprint, Format and Age

Rating categories. All the icons for a particular

book are visible in its details view.

The now-familiar rating stars in the
details view allow a quick assignment

of the rating by clicking at them.

ComicRack supports long/short/relative
time formats for date-related metadata fields,
specially the File Modified field. Just hover
your mouse at the field header to get a drop-
down arrow, clicking which reveals the options.

lcons @ Ragnﬂ Dale/TmE Format
( 4] ComicRack EEI™ )
File Edit Browse Display Help
5 ey [Pl | [ 4] O-8|®
D & E-=t-21- EI & | == & G- |
- Pasition Cover Number Icnns G My Rating B -S Addedf File Modi |?7
Leng
¥ Freak Angels (15) [v] Short
1 h ml "l 112 wwwi ) [ 1weekago Relative
e m 113 AR YWy [0 1weekago
3 __ | 115 A RS Yoy [0 1weekago 12/25/2010 |
s ‘N 1 116 SARIWE kel ][] 1weekago 12/25/2010 |1
SRy ~owmm § 117 A RIE 79 8| 1] 1weekage 12/25/2010 |:
6 Mot | 122 SAKNIE * ikl 00 1weekago 5/3/2011 |;
e T 123 SARTE Yoy 1[0 1weekago 5/3/2011 |
: Rpmmpgmme o 124 SARIWE Wwyrly [0 1weekage 5/3/2011 |
: ) N——— 125 SR ddy [0 1weekago 5/3/2011 |"
1 N 126 35 I0E Wy [0 1weekago 5/3/2011
11 H-. | 128 A0S gt 10 1weekago 5/3/2011
ib] Pep——— 130 SAEIWE s.ﬁhir{n 1] 1weekage 5/3/2011
12 Ry e | 131 A RIE el 1[0 1weekago 5/3/2011
U R 132 X, 1l el 1] 1weekago 5/3/2011
I L e — 13(35 ) i Yevevew (L10]) 1weekago 5/3/2011}
g
15 Books / 27.22 MB - D:\!Comics\Ci-H\Freak Anpels\Freak Angels (2008)\Freak Angels 133 m mlﬁ (1
. )
)
$pin Buttons @— (rap [nformation ——@ (heckboxes

Spin buttons are displayed alongside metadata
fields that have a numeric value. Example of
these fields include Number, Read, etc. You
can simply click at the up/down spinners to

increase/decrease the respective values. Please

note that the spin buttons are seen only on the
activated (clicked) rows.

The Gap Information field in the details view
shows visual information about missing issues
of a series.

w gap starts here
‘ gap both before & after this issue

&  oap ends here

Metadata fields that can have a Yes/No value
are displayed as checkboxes in the details
view. These include fields like Series Complete,
Read, B&W, etc. You can simply click at them
to toggle yes/no. You can also select more than
1 books, and use the checkbox fields in a single
go.
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Not Stacked

Checked

Stacking implies placing books one above the other in the ComicRack browser. To stack books in Comi-
cRack, just click the Stack button on the Browser toolbar, and choose the metadata field that you wish

s | to use as the criterion for stacking your books.

Opened Stacking comic books in the thumbnail & tiles views brings forth few additional features. Double-click-
Pages ing on a stack opens up its individual comic books in the browser, and additionally the Stacks toolbar
publines appears on top of the browser window. Stacks display the average (community) rating of the stack.
My Reting Bookmarks on stack display how many of the books in the stack have been read. . . .
M : _ kil Navigate comic hooks using
' Click to close the Stack ack Title the Stack toolbar
o g 4 g

O] B~ -0-4) -5 =& | @ ~ phoenix @ @-ai E-E -2 -E- I _ =& Q- phoenic

. B  Close Stack The Phoenix Requiem | Previous | | Next

The Phoenix Requiem

a L

T— ;
PHOENLX -llg‘[l_ﬁ_}'&'y PHOENIE:REQUIEN

-

The Phoenix Requiem V1 The Phoenix Requiem V2 The Phoenix Requiem V3
#1 #2 #3

L]
5 books PROENTX:REQUIEN

Double-clicking the stack
has opened up the comic
books. The stacks toolbar
is visible at the top. As
we had stacked the comic

Viewing comic books as
thumbnails, stacked by

series
books by series, the stack
Web Comic The Phoenix Web Comic The Phoenix title (in the middle) dis-
Requiem V4 24 Requiem V3 #3 plays the series name.

ESFacha®s,n

Use the Set Custom Stack Thumbnail option from the Browser Con-
text Menu to set any picture file of your choice as the stack cover.

Open up the stack by double-clicking it. Now, right-click any comic
book to get the browser context menu (see next page), with an ad-
ditional option: Set as top of stack. You can use this option to select
any comic book (from all the comic books constituting the stack) to

appear as the stack cover.
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View
Right-clicking in any empty space in the browser 2:::;::}'
brings about the Layout menu that carries over Stack by
most of the features of the browser toolbar. This Layout
includes the view, arrange, group and stack menus. Select Al Ctrl+A
Reset List Background

Right-clicking any comic book in the
browser brings about the browser con-
text menu. Many of the submenus
share an overlap with the main menu.
Features like exporting comic books,
copying and pasting data, and lists-
related options are discussed in the
relevant sections. While most options
are self-explanatory, some important
features are outlined below:

e Open comics in the Reader

e Mark comic books as Read or Unread

e Rate comics

e Copy, paste metadata from one comic to
other

e (Clear Meatadata

e  Find comic books with similar metadata

e Open comic book with Windows Explorer

e Use any comic book cover as background
image for a list open in the browser

e Remove (or delete) comics

Did you know?

¥ Multi-grouping

1

Bw &

il

Open Ctrl+0
Open in new Tab Ctrl+Shift+0
Info... Ctrl+1
My Rating

Mark as

Browse Books
Show in List
Export Books
Automation

Reveal Book in Explorer Ctrl+G

Ctrl+C
Ctrl+V

Copy Data
Paste Data...
Clear Data

The Views button provides an option
to find & remove duplicate issues that
you may have accumulated over time.
There are a number of metadata values
needed for comics to be matched; most
importantly, Series Name, Issue Num-
ber and Volume. Note that “Superman
#1” and “Superman V1 #1” would not
match, nor would “Superman V1 #1” and
“Superman V2 #1”.

Thumbnails
Tiles
Details

Collapse/Expand all Groups

Show All
Show not Read
Show Reading
Show Read

Show only Books

Show only fileless Entries

Select All Chrl+ 2
Invert Selection

Refresh

Set as List Background

Remaove... Del

Show Duplicates |

To use this feature, from the Views but-
ton, select Show Duplicates. After a slight
delay (dependent on the total number of
issues in the library, folder or list that this fea-
ture is run against), all applicable duplicates
will display; allowing the user to make any

changes or deletions desired.

Mot Grouped

Checked

Grouping and stacking supports combining up to three criteria. Combining is done by
clicking the additional criteria while pressing the Ctrl Key. Such combinations bring on an
endless possibilities of grouping & stacking your comics in the ComicRack library!

Series

Pages
Added
My Rating
Mumber

Yolume

L TR |
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The Library tab is the section of ComicRack that allows the user to interact with archived comic books via the

Browser window (referred to as the Library Browser when the Library tab i

s open). Adding comic books to the

ComicRack library gives you the advantage of storing metadata, which then can be used for organizing your
comic book collection. Using the Library tab, you can view in the Browser window either your entire collection

(via the Library folder in the sidebar), or selected groups of comics (via read

View as thumbnails,
tiles, or details. Op-

ing lists in the sidebar).

Search your library

based on keywords,
series, writer, art-

tion to filter comic Undo or Redo the ists, descriptive, or

books based on read i last ZRerztlon. p;r— K filename. The quick

state, and duplicates. ormed in LomicRack  rch box is an on-
Views

Move through the L
succession of lists .

recently browsed P[QViOHS/ NEX[

Undo/ Redo the-fly filtering tool:
() simply start typing,

: and the Browser
window will display

® _ (as you type) all the
. Click to toggle the : ArLange Fhe C°"."'c : items with matching
Library Browser Sidebar off/on : book viewing options - description fields.
Sidebar buttone --- - : List Layout Quick Search
: : b *
|| worary | Folders | H I B P~
RERICAD . [D(e»)@E-E-2-2)-E- 1@ E
seneenns i 1 Q Library Al l -~ ~
: v [E2ismart Lists gg
® @My Favorites :
. [} Recently Added Em
Library folder [ Recently Read
@'Ne"e,' Rewd aa ETHAN RIGOLLE
@Reedmg 4
. T @Read ‘Wb Comic Artifice Zaarmagadacn ‘:2‘2311} M:\::Zc‘:::ﬁ ”
Beadmﬂ Lt .' I [, Files to update n v : *
.
Name of the metadata field Duplicate Current List

used to grglp {he comic hooks

; Viz Media (3) Stac

Grouping, Stacking and arranging (based
on desired metadata) comic books
help in customizing the view as per
your choice. Different permutations
and combinations of these 3 options
provide a variety of environments for c
managing comic books.The grouping
metadata field is seen as a heading with

Blzach Daath hata Fulmatal a disclosure triangle that can be used to
AL keck: el Flchemkt toggle on/off its individual comic books.
ZE Bl

indicates alphabetical order (from

Group/Arrange in Reverse Order

Just note the direction of the arrows
on the group / arrange buttons.A
downward-pointing (default) arrow

A to Z).You just need to simply |-/ P
lick on the button and the arrow| 52 *Z_El;l' d{Z21)-
will reverse its direction, giving
you the reverse alphabetical ar-
rangement (from Z to A).

Here you see the comics Grouped by Publisher,
Stacked by Series, and Arranged by Number. k )

0 e ||

" 25N £
(@) 01
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The Library and the Folders tabs of the Browser Tab Bar are integrated with the sidebar. Just like the browser,
the Sidebar changes its content (Library Sidebar or Folders Sidebar) according to the tab open in the Browser
Tab Bar. As the Library view is the default, we will, from here on, refer the Library Sidebar as simply the Sidebar.

Create a new list
®

Creates a new folder to
organize your lists. Lists can be
dragged and dropped into the

sidebar folders.

Open in new 0
window/tab
®

This expands/collapses all the
lists and the root folders in the
sidebar with a single click.

Lihmry folder @ s )] Library o

The Sidebar contains the
Library folder, the default
(albeit virtual) Comic-
Rack folder that contains
your entire comic book

collection archived with LEE. ' .
; DC Ongoing
ComicRack.
: #ToNew 52 Updated
T @First Wave
Reading Lists @ ----- _
The Sidebar is also needed @Se?nd Wave
for creating, organising, @Thlrd Wave
and asces§ing read- IﬁFourth Wave
ing lists. @Upcoming
@Discontinued
k @.Annuals )
TemporaryLists ~ @ -------ccocc- -] E3Temporary Lists
ble-click g v Comic Status
Double-clicking any read-
ing list from windows ex- E&Next Issues To Read
plorer opens it directly in @Random #1
ComicRack. This is made E&Bookmarks
possible by means of the LEE. 1]
Temporary Lists folder. It -1 Issues
can also be used to store Eiciompleted Series
experimental reading lists, @Ciompleted Mini-series Gaps
as any list kept here is gorees | @M fend
deleted on the next run of : anga header
ComicRack.
: [ Edit..
: ae  Rename F2
® 21 Sort )
Sidebar Context Menu B New Folde..
El  MNew List..

Right-clicking on any
folder or list in the sidebar
brings up the Sidebar con-

text menu. It contains a
number of options, many
of which share an overlap
with the Sidebar Toolbar

and are covered in the
next section.

peeeeceee 1 New Storylines

[ Marvel NOW! H:D_’

LEE,DCZ Ongoing Series Groups
[ DC Digital First Comics

= 1

BEE
[*¥}
BE a8

k

This opens the Favorites panel at the top of

the Sidebar. Select any item in the sidebar,

right-click, and you will be able to add it to
the Favorites panel.

...........................

These are visual indicators for
new/unread/total books in a
lee list. The Red gauge represents
new books added in the past

COlllllE[S 10 days. The yellow gauge

indicates the unread book
count, while green one shows

the total book count.

=
o
BEGE

=
ra | = ()
EEEEHH

o

s
-
=

o Arranging files and folders in the Sidebar

You can make folders within folders for
arranging your lists .

Any number of lists can be kept within a

folder, and can be dragged up or down,

both within a folder and from one folder
to another.

Lists or folders can be placed at any level
of hierarchy

® Arrange lists within a folder in alphabeti-

[, Mew SmartList...

=l Copy List Ctrl+C )
| PastelList Ctrl+V

cal order

Lists can be copied and pasted from one
folder to another within the sidebar

Export Reading list saves a reading list

Export Reading List...  Ctrl+5Shift+C \
Import Reading List...  Ctrl+Shift+V )

Open in New Window
Openin New Tab

=\
D Add to Favorites
X

Remove... Del

® ©on the desktop or any folder of your
computer. You can then transfer it to use
it on another system or share it with your
friends, who can use the Import Read-
ing list option to add it to their Comic-
Rack sidebar
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The Folders tab allows you to browse your computer for comic book folders in a Windows Explorer-like fashion.
Selecting a folder opens the contained comic books in the browser (referred to as the Folders Browser when the
Folders tab is open). Similar to the Library browser, the Folders browser is integrated with the sidebar, and can
display a Favorites panel above, and a Small Preview panel below. The Search Browser is also available.

Sidebar Toolbar

Favorites @<+

Viewing selected folders
as shortcuts for quick
access.

Just right-click a folder in
the sidebar, and select
Add Folders to Favorites

Folders Sidehar @ ------

Clicking on any folder displays
its comic book content in the

Folders Browser.
Right-clicking any folder
opens the context menu

eoeoftl. |

Open in New Window
Open in New Tab

Add Folder to Favorites
Add Folder to Library

v

Refresh

.

£

- . The Bird Man Of Rose §
- .. The Crossroads

(- |, The Decadent Pig i
@ The Muse :
[ L. The Standing Stones (2(
- . The Standing Stones (2(
- 0 Upgrade (2011)

£

H- |, Volcano H

=4 Web Comic o

| Ll Bacic Inctnictinne Cn Y
< ' >

S X
File Edit Browse Display Help
([0 Library | Folders | [a | O - 53 &
S=rE=EE C=E-2-0-4-B- =8 [@ - Searchan | Browser Toolbar
B%) Web Comic Whiters VHII Series vlu Genres v|| ! |
EB = Comics i Web Camic | All (10 Wiiters) | A || Al (28 Series) | ~ || Al (2 Genres) I
Unspecified The Abominable Charles ... Unspecified
______ I Adam Withers Atfice Web Comic I------t--@ Search Browser
Alex Woolfson Basic Instructions Comic
Comfort Love Battlepug
Erin Mehlos The Bean
............................... : Jackie Wohlenhaus v || Between Failures v
i | The Adventures of Dr. h A e -

Hiep

Web Comic: 59 Books / 842.15 MB - E\Comics\www\Web Comic\We Are The Broken Ones ( & | None | NA [ NA i

.

®
Small Preview

This is an optional panel that display the comic
book selected in the Browser, whether opened
or not, without changing its read state and book-
marks.

The Include all subfolders icon is useful for toggling off and
on the subfolders of a folder selected in the Sidebar, or of.a
favorite folder. To use it, clickon a folder in the Sidebar, or in
the favorites panel. Next, click on the Include all subf?lders
icon. All subfolders shall now display in the library. Clicking on
the icon again will toggle the subfolders off.

®
Folders Browser

Essentially the same as the library browser, the
only difference is that it displays the content of a
particular folder on your system. Can be grouped,

stacked, arranged in the same way as Library
Browser
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The Pages browser is the section of ComicRack that allows the display and organizing features for the pages of
a comic book in the browser window. The Pages tab is visible only when a comic book is open. ComicRack pro-

vides labelling for individual pages of a comic book, as Front Cover, Story, Advertisement, Letters etc. The page
type can be changed to suit your needs. Similar to the library browser, the pages browser also has the options for
viewing, arranging and grouping comic book pages. It should be noted that, unlike the library and folders brows-
ers, the Pages Browser does not contain the Sidebar.

Just like the Library Browser
and the Folders Browser, op-
tions for viewing thumbnails
/ tiles / details view are there
in the Pages Browser too. The
only difference is that here
individual comic book pages are
displayed in the Browser.

Thumbnails
8= Tiles

§=  Details

Views

b

Y

[ Ubrary | & Folders

| | Pages | I

...............................

Page Context Menu @ - -- - --

Page Type 3
Page Ratation »

Page Positien 3

Set Bookmark... Ctrl+Shift+B

Remove Bookmark ~ Ctrl+Shift+D
Ctrl+Alt+T
Ctrl+Alt+B

Move to Top

Move to Bottom

Reset original Order
] CopyPage

Select All

Ctrl+C

Ctrl+A
Invert Selection
[E Refresh

X Mark as Deleted Del
Right-clicking on any page in
the Pages Browser invokes
the Page Context Menu. This
contains options for changing
Page Type, Page Rotation,
Adding / removing Bookmarks,
reordering pages within a
comic book, copying page(s)
to another location, and mark-
ing pages as deleted (so that
they do not show anymore in
ComicRack).

Front Cowver
Inner Cowver
Roundup
Story
Advertisment
Editorial
Letters
Preview
Back Cover
Other
Deleted

R R R R RS EYEY KV KN

Set all

Clear all

Invert

- 4] MNone -

)——a Page Filter Menu

[33] views *}1‘ None

i— = 1

| Web Comic Rainbow In The Dark#1 |1 31 Page(s) ||

Right-clicking on any empty space in the Pages Browser

The Page Filter menu can
be used to toggle types of
pages on and off. These
changes also apply to
any other comics as well
as the reader view. For
example you can uncheck
the Advertisement setting
and you will never see a
page marked as Advertise-
ment as you’re reading a
comic.

Pages Browser Context Menu

invokes the Pages Browser Context Menu. This contains

the view / arrange / group options analogous to the Page:

Browser Toolbar.

Please note that the Pages Browser Context Menu is dif-
ferent from the Page Context Menu.

View 2
Arrange by »
Group by »
Select Al Ctrl+A
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With ComicRack, you can save, delete, rotate and reorder individual pages of the comic book archives added to
your library.

If you wish to delete some pages from a comic archive, ComicRack provides for 2 options:
1. Mark the pages as deleted, without actually removing the
page(s) from the comic file. Once a page is marked as deleted, a
red cross would be visible on the page, indicating that it has been ' [ PageType r] Fromcover  Amshiftea
marked as deleted and will not show while reading, while it is not Page Rotation ' Inner Cover  Altshift-B
tually removed from the comic book file. There are several ways PageFostien ’ foundup - Al
GlELE) y‘ : Yy Set Bookmark... Ctrl+Shift+B Story Alt+Shift+D
to do this: O D) Advertisement  Alt+Shift+E
e Change the page type to Deleted from the Page Type sub- Move to Top T Edim”a‘ ;'“::_i:t“;
menu from the page context menu MovetoBottom  CtrleAit=B ers ot
Reset original Order Preview AltShift-H
e Press the Del button on the keyboard lEms [T
e Choose Mark as deleted from the Page context menu. G CopyPage cu+¢ Other AltShift+)
Select All Ctrl+A Deleted Alt+Shift+K
Invert Selection
2. Actually delete the page from the comic. To do this, just fol- | [ Refresh
low the steps outlined to mark the page(s) as deleted, and then = x Markas Deleted Del
export the book. You will learn more about exporting comics in a
\_ later chapter.
@
p Saving Pages .

You can save page(s) as a single image file(s). To do so, right-click any page thumbnail in the pages browser
and select the Copy Page option. You can now just paste the page anywhere in either windows explorer, or
an image editor of your choice. Multiple pages can be similarly saved by selecting them individually using
the Ctrl key, or selecting all pages via the Select All option. An alternate way to save pages is to simply to
drag the page(s) to a location on your computer from the pages view.

N\ J

(8 brary [ Foders | [12) Pages
3] Views

You can change the order of your comic book pages
by simply clicking and dragging them to wherfa yqu
want them to be. A black line shows where it will
be reinserted. You can also use the Move to Start or
Move to End options in the right-click context menu
for moving a page to the beginning or end of a comic
book respectively. A Reset original order option is al-
ways there if you wish to undo these changes.

=

- Sl None + 4 None
e @ Page Filter

kg
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Short of using reading lists, the Search Browser offers one of the quickest ways to access a comic book or a set
of comic books based on the metadata present. The Search Browser is present above the main Browser window.
Please note that the default ComicRack layout has the Search Browser hidden.
As the Search browser opens, a three-part pane will slide down, allowing you to narrow down the visible comic
books by using three metadata fields. The drop-down menus can be chosen to display the comic book metadata
attribute of your choice. Choosing a particular metadata attribute delimits the comic book search results in the

Browser accordingly.

Negation

Column 1 Column?2 Column 3 The little exclamation (1)
, . . mark present next to the
: : drop-down menu in each
column is the Negation
button. If you select this,
[SAARRRRREEEEE FPLﬂm 'I[I] [Ger]'&g T]E]’Sm&g 'M all comic books that do
: - = NOT match the criteria are
" Al {10 Publishers) |1 Al (8 Genres) ||| A (21 Series) _ displayed.
® Ungpecified Unspecified Archie Summer Splash
D d M Bongo Action Adventure Artifacts
T0P-town Menu c Dark Horse '_ Fantasy Berser
The drop-down menuof | 0C Comics Homor/Supematural Bleach .
all the 3 columns contain ) AR | EEERE L J CO]“HH] HEﬂﬂeI
the same metadata fields. Uel Rey —f{|_Manga ) Bongo Comics Free-For-Al ) .
The Search Browser Image Wature Del Rey Showcase Tc? quickly clear the filters
provides more than 20 (i Press Psychological Doctor Solar / Magnus n thle Sﬁal';d;]Bro"I“e"r
commonly used metadata | Radical Comics Super-Hero: Atemative/Postm... || FCBD Iron Man Thor ;;r:ge‘; Ca'nc p itt \f/i?r)r:\?;:t
fields to filter your search | Top Cow Fractured Fables o shc;wing “all, If you
results. As per your Medi (1| oid i
. Wiz 13 Boy ) click on the header of
requirement, you can O E Free-For-Al Bl the leftmost col
choose any combinations B Nl Fress Free-ror i € e, most column,
of them. this wo.n t reset.aII t.he col-
Ao i ® umns; instead, it will now
& Rdlings reflect the search results
Altemate S Publishers = = = 1
il D PIr== 1) Using metadata fields to filter the based on the new filters
Colorists Lhipadiu; - M&mm ;(:m " provided.
Cover Avits e i o searchresults
Editors :"‘Cu“"“': ‘ ‘,'”T:'?gs‘im“' In the example shown, we have chosen
g"er;"rzt: Del Rey Mature the 3 columns as Publishers, Genres and
Imprints il o Series. Clicking a Publisher will narrow
Imkers Radical Comics down the Genre column to all comic
Languages el books of the particular Genre; clicking
k.l":;t']:m ~ a specific genre narrows down the third
Pencillers ; column to all the comic book series that
Publishers (v ek Horse (1) have the selected genre. Finally, the
gﬂf_i”ﬁ comic book listing is narrowed down
ng? further once you click on a particular
Teams / comic book.
Titles
WVolumes
Writers
Years A
Witers v 1 | [Seris v|[1]
Adam Withers ~ || Al (4 Series) |
| Comfort Love | Bearmageddon
To sel itiole fields in the S hB ust hold Erin Mehlos Rainbow In The Dark
[ )
o select multip e. eldsint 'e earc rows:er, just ho Ethan Nicolle MIND
the Ctrl key and click on desired metadata fields. )
. i o Jason Brubaker The Uniques
e To select a number of fields in continuity, you can hold
3 . . . Sarah Bleton
the Shift key and click the first and the last fields; all Vitaly 5 Alexius
fields in between the 2 clicked ones will be selected.

ComicRack Manual | 6th Edition

Chapter 4: Browser



grenene @Show one / two pages
in (he preview

ENi=R=qE-- (%]

Openthebook g ... e < »m = & B
in the Reader | A

[&H 0 Day
4 £iComicsioDy

Dark Horse Comics

E:\ComicsiDark Horse Camics

[FA DC Comics
B =\ComicsinC Comes

Image

E:\Comicsiimae

Marvel
E:\ComicsiManel

SMALL PREVIEW

This small panel at the bottom of the Sidebar will display the comic book selected in the
Browser, whether opened or not, without changing its read state and bookmarks. You
can use the mouse wheel in the small preview panel to scroll to the next/previous pages.
Please note that the default ComicRack layout has the Small Preview hidden. To toggle
the small preview on/off, either use the Browse menu or click the docking grip at the
lower border of the sidebar.

FAVORITES

This small panel at the top of the Sidebar
will display the folders or lists of your
choice for quick access. To add a folder/
list to Favorites, right-click & choose the
Add to Favorites option. You can have
different sets of favorites items for the
Library sidebar & the Folders sidebar at
the same time. Right-click on any favorite
item to refresh or delete it.

First open the Preferences dialog & go to
the Scripts tab. From the Available scripts
section, enable the Web link script. Ad-
vanced users may also enable the Dummy
Comic Info UI/HTML scripts. Click Ok &
restart ComicRack.

Sidebar

[B] | ot A s s Gt Dowse Display  Help
L S e Package 8 ey oo |
@ ot Sl At T o Bk e E R T ¢ D -2 -Q-8 - @S Q) » tearch
— | oot o E[r “EE — .
b o Baeh inhprrmatunn Ponahy o Eitensnt Lists =] ¥ Baarmagaddcn (1}
Bt Foode Sampl] Dusmry Bock o WTHL Bt T My Farvarites
T Foseder Sarpbed] Dy Book b L8 n: l‘.}h!“kw
5‘22 I Regesaty Read
a e Oy Never Read
< 4 Readin, H
S e In the browser, select any comic
EERRE] | i ok Pt s . 5 : '
ot S e a5 oo book with a valid web field. The
O - Web link tab will show the page
corresponding to the web ad-
& ] dress of the comic book. You may

browse that complete website
through this page.

L @ InfoPanel

Recently Added: 21 Bocks / 311.78 MB - 7 ign CRW

INFO PANEL

The Info Panel is an optional panel that can be used by script authors to display customized info, for example open webpage from Web
field of comic Info. The Info panel opens in the browser, but without any complementary scripts enabled, it doesn’t show up. To open
the Info Panel, either use the Info Panel option in the Browse menu, or use the Shift+F9 keyboard combo, or click the Info Panel dock-
ing grip at the bottom of the browser window.
A basic knowledge of the preferences dialog & scripts is required to understand this panel, so we recommend that you first get
acquainted with these above-mentioned sections, and then come back to the present page. Info Panel scripts are described in detail in
the Scripts chapter.
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The ComicRack
reader is, inarguably,
the best book reader
in the world. This
chapter helps you use
the reader to the
maximum of its
abilities!




The Reader window is the most important part of ComicRack, as this is where the book pages are ultimately dis-
played for onscreen reading. Scrolling the mouse wheel moves the open page up or down, and scrolling beyond
the end of the page opens the next page of the book. This is the simplest way of navigating the Reader.

Reader Tab Bar

Clicking here takes you to
the previous or next page,
respectively. Clicking the

Provides options for showing
one or two pages at a time
in the Reader window. You

Provides options for displaying
book pages by fitting width,
height/all dimensions.

small downward-pointing
arrow opens up a drop-
down menu that has ad-
ditional options for going to
the previous/next bookmark
or book in the list.

mode for reading manga.

can also use the right to left [ ]

Provides options

for rotating the

open book 90%,
180°, or 270°.

The Magnify button
in the Reader Toolbar
contains options for
controlling width,
height, opacity and
zoom of the magni-

fier, which is used to
temporarily enlarge the

desired page portion.

b4

Reader Window

Use mouse wheel to scroll this book
Double-click to goto Fullscreen
Single-click to get more options

Use up/down arrow keys to scroll this book
F11 to goto Fullscreen
F3 to get more options

|~

[o)Smart Lists '
E;My Favorites :
@Recently Added
@Recently Read
@Ne\.rer Read
aReading

@Read

ComicRack Introduction - A Quick Guide | 1 | 19 Page(s) [

Reader Toolbar

At the end of the
Reader Toolbar is the
Tools menu, which is
{ 4@ a completely reorgan-
ized and easier-to-use
ComicRack menu, hav-
ing multiple important

options from all over
ComicRack in a single

pane.

There are a number of ‘modes’ (detailed on the next page) in which the books can be displayed in the reader window:

1.
2.

3.

»

Default Mode (Showing the Reader, Browser, and the Sidebar)

Reader Mode (with the browser & sidebar closed) (F3) (Clicking on the docking grips between the Reader and the

Browser toggle off/on the browser, thus achieving the same result)

Fillscreen Mode (with menus and toolbars)
Fullscreen Mode (F11) (no menus or toolbars)

Windowed Reader Mode (F12) (the Reader gets a window of its own)
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It is possible to quickly navigate between the 4 different modes using the mouse or the keyboard.

The Default Mode The FillScreen Mode
displaying the browser and the sidebar, apart in which the ComicRack window (with menus &
from the reader toolbars) fills the entire desktop
Double-clicking or pressing F11 or the Full Screen button This is seen after clicking the Full Screen button (Reader Toolbar)
(Reader Toolbar) in the reader window brings up View #2, (or pressing F11 or double-clicking) in the Reader window of the
while clicking the mouse or pressing F3 takes us to view #4. default view #1 or clicking the mouse (or pressing F3) in View #3.

The Reader Mode The FullScreen Mode
With the browser and the sidebar closed, the complete in which the reader (without any menus or tool-
space in the ComicRack window goes to the Reader. bars) occupies the entire desktop
This is seen after pressing F11 (or double-clicking) in view #3 This is seen after pressing F3 (or clicking the mouse) in the
or pressing F3 (or a single click) in the Reader window of View Reader window of view #2 or F11 (or double-clicking) in
#1. Pressing F11 (or double-clicking) again brings back view #3, View #4. A single click or F3 again brings back view #2, while
while pressing F3 (or a mouse click) takes us to view #1. double-clicking or pressing F11 takes us to view #4.
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The Reader Tab-bar is present over the top left of the Reader window. It continues into the Reader Toolbar. The
Reader Tab-bar shows the currently opened books in a tabbed interface. When no book is open, it displays the
Plus (+) tab. Clicking (either left-click or right-click) this tab adds new reader tabs. Double-clicking a book from
the browser opens it in the current tab. Clicking on a selected tab toggles between the Browser and the Reader.

Right-clicking a tab brings up the When a number of books are open in the On hovering the mouse over the tab, an info
tab context menu, which contains - Reader, the Tab-Bar displays right and left ~ box pops-up that contains the book caption, a
. . Every tab contains its ) ) . )
options for revealing the open buttons at its ends to navigate between brief plot of the book, format (ZIP/RAR), size
. - own close button that .
book in the browser or in windows them, and a drop-down menu at the end and number of pages. At the bottom, it also
appears when the tab R - X . R
explorer. You can use the Close s selected that contains a list of all the open books. displays the icons and age ratings for the book
all but this option from the tab '
context menu to close all other .
books in one go. ® .
Close Crl+ X . :
Close All But This :
Close Allto the Right :
Gy . ~ - E{n
[=  Show in Browser Ctrl+F3 N b4 B LU | IC - R
Reveal in Explorer Ctrl+G 4 IThe Phoenix. .. @Strong Femal .. ’Web Co > v) - bt @s. 100% ~:C None ~ || :4 o E‘ ‘E‘
Copy Full Path to Clipboard The Phoenix Requiem V2 #2 The Phoenix Requiem V1 #1

Sarsh Ellerton/Sarsh Ellerton ™

The Phoencx Requiem 1= a Victonan-inspirad
supematural fantasy story about faith, love, death,
and the things we believa in

Size: 18.78 MB/168 Page(s)

Format: eComic {ZIP)

Strong Female Protagonist

A single (left) click on the tab of
the comic book currently being
read, toggles between the Reader
& the Browser.

Web Comic Romantically Apocalyptic
The Phoenix Requiem V1 #1
New Tab

+AEIE

(3 Library | Folders

BE R C

Q Library
v Smart Lists
@My Favaorites
E},Recently Added
@Recently Read
E},Never Read

i y
@Readmg i Romantically Apocalypric Strong Femazle
@Read n 1bock Protagonist v
[} Files to update ag - - 1 book .

T T -

Tabs can be dragged and dropped — S
to change their position to any Library: 21 Books / 311.78 MB - D:\Projects\InDesign\CRW N Web Comic Romantically Apocalyptic | 1 | 37 Page(s)

desired one on the Reader tab bar.

[+] B8 Freacing.. B3] vich Come. B Freainges . |37 |7 *
1

& iZ 48 (200972) Double-clicking a book from the browser

ffizld/Paul Duffield

z opens it in the current tab (whether empty
Freakfngels i= 3 free, weekly webcomic created by H :

oAl At i i Woteon HIEe. = et or occupied by another book) in the reader
by Eliis, illustated by Paul Duffield and published in tab bar. If you hold the Ctrl key while
bock format by Avatar Press. The comic’s gmphic _licle . .

il b iy il e o double-clicking, the book will openin a
chamcters. new tab.
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The Quick Open box can be seen inside the Reader window when no book is open. While the default ComicRack
setup displays the No book is open message, once you add books to the ComicRack library, the Quick Open box
appears in all its glory. It shows all the default reading lists present in ComicRack. You can set any reading list to
be available in the Quick Open box. From every list, upto 10 books can be displayed here, depending on the last
time read and added criteria.

Here you can see all
the lists that are being
displayed in the quick
open box. Each list has @ . . .
a ‘disclosure triangle’

which allows you to
hide or show the books

in the list.

The open file button
opens up a Windows
Explorer dialog, through
which you can browse @ . .
and select any book for
opening in the reader

window.

File  Edit
[#]

Browse Read

Display Help

“«-»-[

]~ % - @ 100% - € None - |(C) - [EZ |

Quick Open

¥ Recently Read

....... I openrie.. |

| Library: 21 Books / 311.78 MB

None [ NA [NA ;

To open an book in the
reader, double-click the
book from any of the
lists displayed in the
quick open box.

Select a book and click
the open button to read
it in the reader window.

Clicking the Browser
<<-@ button toggles the
browser off / on.

N\

The Reader context menu is seen after right-click-
ing any page open in the Reader window. Most
of the options present here share an overlap with
other menus and toolbars in ComicRack, and are
discussed in the relevant sections. Some impor-
tant sub-menus are discussed below:

Export Page: This allows you to save any page
open in the reader window to any Windows
Explorer folder. You can choose the page type
from JPG/BMP/PNG/GIF/TIFF formats.

Copy Page: The Copy page function is also
similar, allowing you to paste the copied page
to windows explorer. It simply saves the page
in its original format.

Page Rotation: Changes selected page ro-
tation permanently in the book archive.
So if some pages in your comic archive are
scanned in a wrong horizontal/vertical posi-
tion, there is no need to extract images and
rotate them in an external editor.

Minimal User Interface: Selecting this option
hides the main menu, reader tab bar, reader
toolbar and the status bar in the fullscreen
view of the reader window.

W

= Info.. Ctrl+!
My Rating 2
Page Type 2
Page Rotation »

3 Bookmarks 3
Books 3
Page Layout 2

(] Magnifier Ctrl+M

[Z CopyPage Ctrl+C
Export Page.. Ctrl+5hift+C

&l Refresh F5

ﬁ| Minimal User Interface  F10

J
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The ComicRack Reader makes use of a number of overlays to display live information regarding the book cur-
rently being read. These overlays can be enabled/disabled via the options in the Reader setup tab of the Prefer-

ences dialog. Here we briefly discuss all the overlays.

The Navigation Overlay
displays a filmstrip of all the
pages of the currently open

comic. Just hover your mouse
over the lower border of the
Reader window, and the navi-
gation overlay will slide up. By
default, the navigation overlay
is shown at the bottom of
the reader window. The book
pages can be viewed as a
filmstrip here. Clicking on
any page here opens it in the
reader window. The mouse
wheel can be used to browse
the filmstrip back & forward.
You also have the option from
the Reader setup tab of the
Preferences dialog for show-
ing the navigation overlay at
the top.

Navigation Overlay @---:--

¥ Auto-Scrolling

~-® (urrent Page Overlay

The Current Page Overlay can
be seen in the upper right
corner of the reader window.
It is visible only when the
page in the reader window
is changed. It displays the
page number (along with the
number of total pages). From
the Reader setup tab of the
Preferences dialog, the page
name can also be displayed in
this overlay.

-- @Visible Page Part Overlay

Visible Page part Overlay dis-
plays the portion of the page
currently visible on the screen
with a thumbnail of the entire
page currently open in the
reader. You can turn off the
visible page part overlay by
simply clicking at the cancel
button her:

Auto Scrolling is feature that smartens up the way you move
around the page. Instead of scrolling based on constant values
(pixels), ComicRack calculates automatically and dynamically
the best scroll step for you, so that you could scroll in the most
comfortable way. To enable auto scrolling, from the main
menu, goto the read menu & click auto scrolling. While using
the Reader, you can toggle auto scrolling on/off with the S key.

Double-page auto scrolling is a complementary option that
works only if Auto Scroll is enabled. This affects only double
page spreads, by changing the page movement direction.
This is noticeable if the page width is bigger than the view-
ing area and we don’t use Fit Width or similar modes. So you
start from the top-left corner of the page displayed and then
move to the top-right corner (instead of bottom-left with this
option disabled). Most double-page spreads are supposed to
be read this way, as our eyes follow from left to the right to
the bottom.

ComicRack Manual | 6th Edition

Chapter 5: Reader



The ComicRack Reader gives you many options regarding how you want your pages to be displayed. You can fit
them by height/width/both, or even read them right-to-left (for manga). This section summarizes all the options.

&

The Page Layout (Number) options can be accessed from the
Display menu (page layout sub-menu), Reader Toolbar, or
Reader context menu (page layout sub-menu). You get the op-
tions for showing one or two pages at a time in the Reader win-
dow. You can also use the right to left mode for reading manga.
If there are forced single pages (like a single page before a dou-
ble spread or before a page of type Cover), white fill pages are
introduced.

The Page Layout (Fit) options can be accessed from the Dis-
play menu (page layout sub-menu), Reader Toolbar, or Read-
er context menu (page layout sub-menu). You get the options
for fitting the pages by their width/height/all dimensions in
the Reader window. The only fit if oversized mode can only be
used simultaneously with the previously discussed page display
modes. The only fit if oversized makes the original page size the
limiting factor over the selected page display mode. Not select-
ing this option makes ComicRack “force fit” even smaller images
by the chosen constraint.

W
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The Rotation options can be accessed from the Display menu, Reader Toolbar, or Reader context menu (page
layout sub-menu). You get the options for rotating the open book 90°, 180°, or 270°. You can also use the rotate
left/right buttons to sequentially toggle between these available rotation modes. Please note that using the ro-
tation option, the entire open comic is rotated. If you wish to rotate individual pages, you should use the Page

rotation options from the context menu of the Pages Browser. Also know that in either case, that the pages are

rotated only for display in the reader, and pages in the comic archive are not altered (till you Export the comic
to commit the changes). You can also choose the autorotate double pages option to let the reader window au-
tomatically display double-pages in a 270° rotated state.

The Two Pages (Adaptive) mode is the ‘classic’ ComicRack
two page mode. Unlike the simple Two Pages mode that in-
troduces white fill pages alongside forced single pages, the
Two Pages (Adaptive) mode doesn’t introduce any fill pages.
The cover page is displayed as a single page, while rest of the
pages as double pages.

The Fit Width (adaptive) mode splits a double-page and dis-
plays only half of it at once fitting it to width. This is espe-
cially useful for people with pivoted monitors or when book
pages are scanned in a way where all the images consist of
two pages on each one.
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Bookmarks

ComicRack contains features for bookmarking your comic books at any (and any number of) page(s) that you
wish. A page can be bookmarked using the Set Bookmark option, which can be found either in the Reader win-
dow (from the Bookmarks sub-menu in the Reader context menu), or in the Info dialog (Right-click on any page
in the Pages tab).

Bookmarks are, in their simplest form, needed when you have to quit read-
ing a comic book and you wish to continue reading from the page you left
it at. So you bookmark it and next time you can easily access it. Please
note that for this purpose ComicRack already has the Open the book at
the page where it was closed option. We recommend bookmarks for more
intuitive scenarios like:

e As chapter jump points

¢ To mark backup features (or second-third-fourth-etc stories in Annuals 1f you have a computer with a touch-
) . . screen, you might find that gestures
or King-Size editions) (motions that you make with one or two

e |f you combine multiple comics to one with export, the beginning of fingers) are easier to use than a mouse,

each comic book is marked with a bookmark. pen, or keyboard, ComicRack recognizes
a number of touch gestures on supported
touch-enabled devices. Currently they
simply map to square areas in the reader
you can click. They are numbered left-to-
right, top down, from 1 to 9. By default,
if you click (touch with touch display) in
the upper corners you change page. In
the lower corners, you auto scroll (with
page change).

Ctale Shilt+ 0
Ctrls Shifts
Curt=Shift=N

B Previous Bookmark

Next Bookmark

The bookmarks menu in the reader
window displays all the bookmarks for
the open comic book. Every bookmark

can be given an individual name, for

example, as in this case, the chapter

0 CopyPage CuC Last Page Resd
Export Page_  ChilsShilta

Chaptes 11: Descrrdt (Page 1)
B Retresh 4] Chapter 12: Bsundaries & Barviers (Page 30)
(S Minimal User bnteddace  F10 Chapter 13: Excess {Page 60)

Chapter 14 Sings & Arrows (Page 32)
Chapter 1% The Price of Ereedom (Page 123)

S name.
T
.
+| 30 vy [ okt | 1 Poves | B Thm Prm v [+ | = e ope = ] -5 - @ 000% - O Nene - () - () E
e oy medrle] D727 o
Hat Geouped -~
Chapter 1 .
Chapter 142)_Bookmurk a0
Chapiee 13:Excess (32) By default, Gesture 1 is assigned to Previ-
Chapter 14: Sings & Arows (31) ous Page action, Gesture 3 for Next page,
e i ) re 7 for Previ rt an I
[IMERer 15T Pricdict Eradont (6) The Pages browser showing the comic fGestu ¢ / tor Frevious part a d Gesture 9
book pages grouped by bookmarks. or Next part.
See how comfortable it becomes
to recognise them in this scenario. ComicRack also recognizes multi-touch
Double-click any bookmark header gestures: you can zoom in/out, move
here to collapse/expand it. around page, rotate page, and swipe to

next/previous page.

| The Phoenix Requiem ¥3 83 | 1 | 160 Pageis)
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ComicRack

comes with a number
of features that enable
you to personalize it to
your liking. This chap-
ter will help you learn
how to change the
way ComicRack works
to make it easier to
use & more efficient.
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The Preferences dialog is essential for configuring ComicRack according to your needs. It can be opened either
via the Edit menu, or by using the Tools menu.

Gm Preferences dialog contains\S
tabs, each of which has a number of

sections / sub-tabs.
1.

Reader Setup

Display

Keyboard

Overlays

Mouse & Scrolling
Hardware acceleration
Libraries

Book Folders
Scanning

Display

Sharing

Server Settings
Behavior

Starting ComicRack
Opening a Book
Reading

Right to Left
Browser
Application

Import & Export
Script

»  Script Packages

»  Available Scripts

»  Script Settings
Advanced

Languages

Books

Database Backup
Caches & Memory Usage
Hidden Messages
Explorer Integration

v v v v w v v v v w

v v Vv v Vv wvyw

v v Vv v Vv wvyw

Wireless Setup

J

@ Display ‘ b ‘]Overlays] Mouse & Scroling | Hardware A
Reader High Qualty
l_jj‘ [ Anamorphic Scaling
e [] Automatic Contrast Enhancement
Saturation Adjustment: [l
ez Brightness Adjustment:
Bty Contrast Adjustment:
@ Gamma Adjustment: b
Seripts Sharpening: [
Advanced @ v LI5y 2
Reader High Quality
l_ﬁr [] Anamomhic Scaling
Libraries [[] Automatic Contrast Enhancement
il Saturation Adjusiment: == R
[zaz] Brightness Adjustment: 0
Behavior [ Tt n T
Contrast Adjustment: b
@ Gamma Adjustment: b
In. the Preferences dialog, double Scripts Sharpening: [
clicking anywhere on the back- @0 !
ground toggles between the scroll
and the tab layout. The scroll Advanced
layout shows all the preferences v Keyboard
options arranged in different sec-
tions in a single scrolling window. Action Keys "
The tab layout has these very op- Library
tions arranged in their own sub- Nﬂt Book N v
tabs.
Lok [ Cancd [ semy

questions, then look no further, the preferences di-

H ’
| If you have any of the following ‘How do |..
| alog will help you: — . S
. AOW Q0 1010 Ol DOOK TOIAE O 1NE OIT) NAdCK d
. HOW_QAQO0 open NeW e N NEW -.,
I . 00 akKe UTE rat aeteted e -I TOW UpP agd = plrary
OW (O d
= How do T use CO R3 0 e R .1.
0 How doO omize ComicRack tor reading Mmatisd
IS How do I minimize ComicRack into the system ray’s
| e« Howdo | change the ComicRac interface language:
| » How do I remove the overlays?
?
e How do | backup my database: . . _ =
l e How do | open comic books from windows explorer directly with ComicRack:
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The reader setup tab contains a number of self-explanatory options for customizing the way you wish to read your comic
books with ComicRack. There are 5 sections in the Reader setup tab: Display, Keyboard, Overlays, Mouse & Scrolling and
Hardware acceleration. The important features are outlined below.

a Dty | Keyboard | Qe | Mouse b Scroling | Hardware Accaieration

Finstr ] Hion Gunity
D L] Anamenptec Scaing
Lirnes (] Actomati: Cortenst Erbancarmarct
pa— Saturston Adusmant
(en] Erngftrmen Afatmmrd
Lo Cortrmt Adumtment.
\d Gamma Adustment
Soots SPamenn
2 -
[ o Concel Ao
DISPLAY
In the Display section, The Adjustments sliders

turning High Quality
option off increases page
display speed on slower
machines.

Anamorphic Scaling
stretches the comic book
page to fit the screen in
both dimensions.

@

provide easy changes to
the saturation, bright-
ness, contrast, gamma and
sharpening attributes of
the comic pages.

|_Pesder |

Libraees.

=

LI}

Behavior

M, (] Show cument Page

Sorts [ Show Messaes and Status

% (7] Show viskle Page Pat

(W] Shew Kavgation mutomatcaly
Advanced
HNywgavon st Bomom v

ComicRack can be com-
pletely controlled by the
keyboard. This section
provides the default keys
for various actions, all of
which can be customised
according to the user’s
choice.

KEYBOARD

For each keyboard short-
cut, there are 4 options:

1 Main and 3 Alternate.
Each option has its own
drop-down menu, from
which you can choose the
shortcut key that suits you.

li] Disglary | Ko | Gy | Mouse b Scroling | Hardware Acceieration
L_Reade || | acton ke ~
D Library
[ o ok N
Shotes; & Previcus Bock ¢
— 55 Random Bock L
o] 35w browser Mouse Lek, Excape
Behavior Browse
e Pt P (idrHoms, Gesture Double 1 "
\ﬁ o G o B Brn 0 A0 Lol fanmon t.
Sorpts. Mt Book:
% Man: N ¥ O Ose Oa
Aemate: | None “» Jon Ose [Ja
Aemate: | Nore yOm Ose Oa =
MerseHorm 0o Csa Ca
BEpon... et -
[ ox Cancel Hosir
You can also use the CTRL, | The Export button can be
SHIFT, or ALT keys to used to save the keyboard
make a number of combi- | layout to an XML file on

your PC. Such a keyboard
layout can reflect your
personal likings for the
keyboard shortcuts, or can
mirror the keys of some
other comic reading soft-
ware that you had to use
before ComicRack.

nations and permutations
for making the shortcut

of your choice. You can

use the keystroke button
(next to the CTRL/SHIFT/
ALT checkboxes) to directly
input keys from the key-
board.

a Display | Keyboard | Orverdays | Mouse & Scroling| Hardmars Accmimtion
__Peater |

] Enabie Mardware Accelerstion
(] Ensble Hardware e
] Enable Scftware Fters
] Enatle Armatien of Page Dapley charges

El

I
B

fee i |

OVERLAYS

The Overlays section con-
tains settings for a number
of enhancements for the
reader window. Please read
the section on Overlays to
understand details regard-
ing their nomenclature.

All available overlays are
shown in the overlay map
here. You can uncheck the
overlays that you do not
wish to show in the reader
window. The corresponding
overlay in the map greys
out. You can also choose

to display the page name
just below the current page
overlay.

MOUSE & SCROLLING

With Smooth Auto Scroll-
ing enabled, moving from
one part of the page to

the next is more fluent.
This works only when auto
scrolling is enabled from
the Read menu.

With inertial mouse scroll-
ing & hardware accel-
eration on, the scrolling

of pages will continue,
decelerating, even after the
mouse button is released.

HARDWARE ACCELERATION

As we have already seen, during installation, ComicRack
optimizes itself for your system. Most of the settings in
the hardware acceleration section have already been se-
lected by ComicRack, and are the ones recommended for
your system. If you do not desire the page display change
animation, you may disable it.
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The Libraries tab contains a number of self-explanatory options for customizing your ComicRack library. There are five
sections in the Libraries tab: Book folders, Scanning, Display, Sharing, Server Settings. The important features are outlined

below.

E2 i§“=‘ fﬁf&

»®
Bock Pt [ Scanin | Daplay | S | Sever Sainga |
L€ Comes Add_
Cnge.
Remove
Open
[ ok || coxe Aosiy

|| Enable Live Courdens

1 Fer Unread Budks

Dok foden | Scanning| Doy | Shang | Serva Saings|

=

=
[

\ ] For Mow Bocks

] For Tt of Bocks
[ Also show rumbers and nat oy bans
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Book FOLDERS

The Book Folders section
helps in adding folders
containing comic books to
the library. These folders, if
checked, would be watched
for changes (move /
rename) while the program
is running. Using the open
button, any added folder
can be opened with win-
dows explorer.

If you try to edit metadata
for files which you have not
yet added to the library,
the fields appear greyed
out, not allowing you to
select anything. First add
your books to the library
using the Book Folders sec-
tion & then you’ll be able
to edit the metadata.

The ComicRack sidebar
contains visual indicators
that provide at-a-glance
overview of the number of
new, unread & total books
present in each list.

| @ Library

v [Eismart Lists [3 [0 =:]
Ii My Favorites na
Ii Recently Added aa
Ii Recently Read _E
Ii Mever Read _B
Ii Reading a4
Ii Read
[ Files to update n

DiSPLAY

The Red gauge represents
new books added in the
past 10 days. The yellow
gauge indicates the unread
book count, while the
green one shows the total
book count.

The Display section of the
Libraries tab contains op-
tions to enable/disable the
live counters.

If you wish, you can also
turn off the number count
here, simply keeping the
color indicators in the
sidebar.

Rastwr a dunng Scan Sean Rastwr (o] Lok for focal Bogk Shares. [+#] Cormmet sutomaticaly Rasder ] Lok for local Bock. Shares. (] Cormect sutomaticaly
® | i B | - 7 W e ——
Librana. [re— Fnmove hontss Shaved Namn Ad's Libwary Enmove
L2 2 2 Sun A v Seungs
i e e D @um @) O e
l¢ Let 4 || || B BE
) [E My Favorten |
(= E= ==
oy porog ] Do
o o o il - |l
Advanced Advanced Advanced. ™y .=: ] Chorts can @pon Bocks
e | Fage sy
[Bfeetowiee  HE
|77 3 Termporary Lats s
|
[ ok || cowe [ ok || cencel Aoty [ ok || coce Aosly
The Scanning section has The second option comes in | The Sharing section is used | Select Add Share to open You can also select to make your library editable or pass-

2 important options. The
first option, if enabled,
removes missing files from
the library during the scan-
ning process.

handy when you decide not
to add a file to the library,
while that file resides
within a comic book folder
that is already added to the
library.

for sharing libraries over
the internet.

the library sharing config.
Here you can also select
if you want to share your
complete library or only
selected lists.

word protected (recommended). Please read the chapter
on Network sharing for further details.
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The Behavior tab contains a number of self-explanatory options for customizing the way you wish to read your comic
books with ComicRack. There are 7 sections in the Reader setup tab: Starting ComicRack, Opening a comic book, Reading,
Right to left, Browser, Application, and Import & export. The important features are outlined below.
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STARTING COMICRACK

OPENING A Book

READING

The Starting ComicRack
section contains startup
tasks for ComicRack, like
scanning for comic book
folders and updating web
comics.

We recommend that you
mark all these options

to run automatically at
startup. You can also check
for all the ComicRack news
and keep informed about
new releases.

Here you get the options
for opening new comic
books in separate tabs.
You can opt to close the
browser automatically
whenever a comic book is
opened.

You can make ComicRack
always open a new comic
book in a new tab from the
option here. You can also
choose to open the comic
book at the page where it
was last closed.

With the Blend animation
while fast paging option
unchecked, when you keep
the page down shortcut
pushed, it disables any
page transition effect. If it
is checked, animation ef-
fect is always turned on, no
matter how fast you try to
switch through pages.

Keep the Fullscreen also
toggles minimal user inter-
face option selected if you
don’t want any menu or
toolbar in fullscreen view.
You can uncheck the reset
zoom option if you wish to
read all pages in a particu-
lar zoomed mode.

Stavtng ComcFack: | Opening a Book | Rasding | Rt to Lt | raweer | Apphcation | Impan b Brport
] Lttt movmmert sl mvacend
[ Tooe night o ot mmadting
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RIGHT-TO-LEFT

Right-to-left mode is used
while reading manga.
Left/right movement is
also reversed - if book is
marked as Manga (right to
left), or if your page layout
is ‘Right to Left’ then page
loads in upper right corner
and goes to lower left.

True right to left reading -
The whole book is mirrored
and not only double pages
reversed. So you're really
reading the book from back
to front.

BROWSER

A couple of tweaks for the
Browser. If you wish to dis-
play the browser docking
grip while using the reader,
you can check the option
here. You can also opt for
comic book tooltips while
hovering your mouse over
them in the browser.

Also present are options
for thumbnail animations.
The last option lets you
display comic book ratings
numerically. Unchecking
this option will display the
ratings as stars over the
thumbnails

APPLICATION

The comic info dialog can
display either simple or 3D
covers, which can be tog-
gled by either clicking on
them, or using the option
here. You also have the op-
tion to hide the main menu
(also see Tools menu, and
use the Alt key).

If you wish to have the
catalog field for all comic
books, you can uncheck the
option here that limits the
catalog field to fileless com-
ics. Similar is the option
for custom fields. Also, you
can select to not show the
quick open box.
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Scripts are essentially plugins or add-ons that extend the functionality of ComicRack. They can be found in the Index
of Scripts section of the ComicRack forum. They are usually distributed as a .crplugin file which can be simply double-

clicked to install. Working with scripts is explained in detail later in the Scripts chapter.
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a e B ooty
Actions when ComicRack shuts down
e e [ Kode Sarple] Daiey shscown memage Bt e
Actions when CormcRack darty e P
——— ————| |0 Fode Smole] Diplay B — s
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SCRIPT PACKAGES AVAILABLE SCRIPTS SCRIPT SETTINGS

Script Packages is the first
section in the Scripts tab.
It is used for installing/
uninstalling the scripts. It
displays all the installed
scripts, with a brief de-
scription of them.

You can click the Install
button to browse to a
script package, or simply
right-click a crplugin file to
open it in the Script pack-
ages section. Following
this, clicking Ok restarts
ComicRack & installs the
script.

Some m

ComicVine Scraper
Automatically download metadata into
your cbz comic book files

Duplicates

Manager

Duplicates Manager
Remove duplicate comic books with
just a single click

Available Scripts is the sec-
ond section. In its default
state, it contains a list of all
the scripts that come bun-
dled with ComicRack. As
new scripts are installed,
they show up in the avail-
able scripts section.

It can be used to disable a
script without uninstall-
ing it. To disable any of
these scripts, just un-check
the checkmark next to

the script name here, and
restart ComicRack. Reverse
the steps for reactivation.

ust-have scripts!

The Configure button stays
greyed out till you select a
script that has options for
configuration. Clicking it
opens that script’s settings
dialog.

Read all about them in the scripts chapter.

Data Manager
Automatically enter metadata based
on rules created by you

Backup Manager
Automatically backup your ComicRack
database at startup or shutdown

The Script Settings section
in the end contains an op-
tion for disabling all scripts
with a single-click.

&

Library
Organizer

Library Organizer
Organize & standardize the comic book
file & folders on your PC

Weekly Comic
Releases

WeeklyComic Releases
Catch the latest RSS feeds for all the
new comics released each week
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The Advanced tab contains sections on the user language interface, database backup, cache settings, explorer integration
and other options. Most of these are briefly discussed below.
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LANGUAGES

The Languages section at
the top helps select the
user interface language of
your locale. You just have
to select your language and
restart ComicRack for the
language changes to take
effect.

Uik Cacher
(4] etenet ME]
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[ Pages ME]
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If your language is missing,
you can translate Comic-
rack and submit your lan-
guage pack. Just click the
help localizing ComicRack
button to go to a webpage
that details you on how to
create language packs.

Cow | (00Byse)
Cesr | (180713 M)
Cew | (12073655 M8)

Books

The Books section has the
option to allow ComicRack
to write a small Comicinfo.
xml file to CBZ or CB7
files. ComicRack organizes
comic books by storing
metadata as the Comicinfo.
xml file, which is also use-
ful in restoring your comic
book database, in the event
of a system format or file
transfer.

o

Books | Dutabase Backup | Caches & Memary Usaga | Haden Msssages  Explermr btagraticn | (4[4

Please note that enabling
these two options are
essential to take full advan-
tage of the functionality

of ComicRack. These are
not enabled by default, as
enabling them changes the
hashes of the files. Ena-
bling them is an informed
decision of the user.

[] 7 Arcteve [ 72)

& Oarge

(] Overwrte mesting assaciations instead of Upen Wen

Concel | | Aoy

DATABASE BACKUP

ComicRack provides for a
quick and easy back up of
your comic book database.
It is a simple file copy of
the ComicRack data-

base (ComicDB.xml) file,
available for storage in a
separate location from the
original.

LA e

Caches & Mamary Usage | Hden Messages | lorer itegraton  Wesines Setip AP
Lt of 1P adesses for Wesless Devices which where nt detected sutomabcsly

The Database Backup
section allows easy backup
& restoration of all the
comic book data to a small
xml file on your computer,
or on a USB drive. It is
described in detail in the
next chapter.

Test

Concel | | Aoy

The cache is the maxi-
mum disk space you allow
ComicRack to use to stock
thumbnails, pages and
comic books accessed
through remote librar-

ies. It allows a smoother
reading experience. Since it
pre-loads images, you can
browse quite fast through
a comic book. You can also
safely delete it.

CACHES & MEMORY USAGE

Default maximum cache
size varies depending

on the machine. It is set
during installation of
ComicRack (optimization
part). The bigger the cache,
the bigger the amount

of images/thumbnails/
comic books that can be
pre-loaded. The cache will
increase in time as you use
ComicRack.

Optimized means that
ComicRack keeps the com-
pressed image in memory.
The advantage is that it

can cache more image in
memory, while the disad-
vantage is that it has to un-
compress them if needed
(images stay uncompressed
for about 5 seconds since
the last use).

EXPLORER INTEGRATION

Out of a number of
supported formats, the
checked ones will be as-
sociated with ComicRack,
and opening any file having
those extensions will auto-
matically launch them with
ComicRack. If you choose
to open PDF files with
ComicRack, don’t forget to
also install Ghostscript (see
chapter 2). -

HIDDEN MESSAGES

Hidden messages are mes-
sage boxes you disabled

(clicked never show again).

To reshow these ‘hidden’
messages, simply click the
reset button.

WIRELESS SETUP

If the ComicRack on your
Android/iOS device is not
detected automatically by
ComicRack for Windows,
here you can add the IP
address(es) for your wire-
less devices.
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This option will allow the user to edit the background display of the ComicRack Reader Window, as

well as choose between display options for the opened comic book itself. You can open this dialog by
either using the Display menu at the top, using the Tools menu, or simply hitting F9.

A vertical divider between double page spreads
is seen, with a blank margin around the pages,
signifying a real-like imaging of the open comic
book. You can use the slider to change the
margin size.

D No Page Transition Effect: This
will turn the page without any
animations.

D New Page Fades In: This will
turn the page with a fading
transition.

D New Page Scrolls In Horizontal-
ly: The page will slide onto the
reader in a sideways motion.

D New Page Scrolls In Vertically:
The page will slide onto the
reader from the bottom to the
top.

D Page Turn Effect: This is an
animated motion that simulates
turning a page from a real comic

by hand.

New Page fades in

New Page scrolls in horizontally
New Page scrolls in vertically
Page Tum Effect

Page Transition Effects @ ==~

General

Realistic Book Display
[[] Leave margins around the pages

| Effects
Page Transtion: | New Pagefadesin
Paper: Default
Paper Effects @------= - Teds
Texture EEEREE brick \vall
| Checkered

\nhite Paper ;

\nhite Paper 2

\nhite Paper 3 E|

This will add a paper texture over
the comic book itself, simulating
such things as a blue-lined grid
pattern, weathering or grains in
the page.

Solid Color: This allows the user
to choose one color to have
as the one background for the
reader area. If you would like
to always have the comic sur-
rounded by black, for instance,
you can choose that here. There
- are a total of 140 different color
H options.

Background Color @ --------------- '

Display

[ Book Display Settings. F9

Page Layout »

Zoom »

Rotation v
O Minimal User Interface  F10
[ZZ Full Screen F11

Reader in own Window F12

(1 Magnifier CtrleM

The background
will blend with the
primary color of the
page displayed to
create a solid color
that will change as
the page is turned

and the primary

color changes.

===+ @ Adjust Color To Current Page

------------ @ Background Textures
Light ‘wood

-Mﬁ Orange Metal

g Plank Wood =
Y

d Sketch L

Texture: This will allow the user to load
an image file to serve as the back-
ground. There are a number of these

. that come with ComicRack, and the
user may also load their own. You have
the option of either None, Tile, Center,

Stretch or Zoom, as one would with a
Desktop Background.
You can also add your own textures
to the C:\Program Files\ComicRack\
Resources\Textures\Backgrounds
folder. You may also freely download
background textures from the web.
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Every list in ComicRack can have its own List Layout. A layout contains options for viewing,
arranging, grouping and stacking comic books. Different situations require different List Lay-
outs. The comic book views have a number of options that are fully customizable and can be

arranged in a number of ways. Sometimes you may want detailed view with columns, while Groupby ¥
for some lists, thumbnails view may work better. You may wish to increase or decrease the Stack by ’
size of the thumbnails or tiles or rows (details view). You may group / arrange / stack them Layout ’

View 3

Arrange by  »

with the metadata fields of your choice. You're free to choose whatever suits you. You can
access the List Layout options either via the List Layout icon on the library toolbar or via the
Browse menu.

Once you are satisfied with a list layout and

wish to save it for quick use later, use the Save
E - List Layout button. Give your layout a name,
L- 0 . T and click Ok. Your saved List layouts will now
Isl p[lons @iy | Edit List Layout... Ctrl+L be accessible through the List Layout menu.
o soe @ Save List Layoutu, | ® SaelistLayou
Thumbnais | Ties )
Reset List Background
Please select the text you wart to display below the thumbnails:
A B Edit Layouts... Crl+Al+L Joeepeeenneeees Y Ed“ Layoms
T e g *] Set 'Default’ Layout  Alt+Shift+F&
Name Desciption New.
] Do ot show ary Tet
Move Down
Move Bottom
[ ok | conead || ey |
Clicking the Edit List Layout button opens up the List Options window. =
It contains tabs for customizing the text shown below the thumbnails
or tiles view, and the columns to be displayed in the details view. Se- All'your list layouts can be edited using the List Layouts dialog. From

lect your required fields from the list options window, and click Ok.
All the columns that can be displayed in the Details view are

N\

the Browse menu, go to the List Layout sub-menu, and click the
Edit Layouts option. All the list layouts are now visible along with a

shown in the List Options window. description of the settings that you included in each of them.
The text under the comic book thumbnails in the browser can *  Here you can make a new layout, and delete pre-existing
display a maximum of 3 lines. You have the choice of selecting layouts using the corresponding buttons.

the text that will be displayed there. . You can also move a layout up or down the order.

The text under the comic book tiles in the browser can be cus- *  The Activate button lets you change list layouts ‘on-the-fly’, so
tomized using the metadata fields available in the List options. that you can easily visualise and choose from your favourite
Please note that these options work only for individual tiles and layouts.

not for stacked comic books. . The Set to all button sets the chosen layout to all the lists.

If you have a large number of lists, and you wish to assign them your favourite layout, you don’t have to repeat the same steps
again and again. ComicRack provides for easy copying & pasting of list layouts, so that you may simply apply your preferred
layouts to other lists with just the click of a button. You can access layout copy / paste options from either the layout menu or
the details context menu.

Here is how to copy / paste the list layout:

1.
2.

Once you are satisfied with a list layout, use the layout menu to copy the layout of this desired list.

From the sidebar, select the other list to which you wish to paste the layout of the desired list. From the layout menu,
select paste.

The layout of the selected list will immediately change to match that of your desired list.

Repeat Step 2 for any number of lists to which you wish to assign the layout chosen in Step 1.

J
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The multiple windows, panels and layouts of ComicRack are fully customizable and can be arranged in a number of
ways. Such an arrangement is called a workspace. A workspace comprises settings for 4 features. These are Window
layouts, List Layouts, Book Display Layout, and Book display Settings. While saving a workspace, you have the option of
choosing any or all of these features to be included in your workspace.

» Saving Workspaces

Different situations require different Workspaces. Manually rearrang-
ing and re-adjusting them every time is a hassle. Thus the option of
saving multiple window layouts as workspaces within ComicRack. The
Workspace options can be accessed from either the Browse menu or
the Tools menu. Once you are satisfied with a particular layout and
wish to save it as a Workspace for quick usage later, just click the

Save Workspace button.

e  Window state
(maximized or not,

- - 10K - @ Mere - [ | () - ([
I Opem eComc.. Cada)
B3 OpenRemctelibeary..  Cul-Shift-R
(&l into =]

Edit w«i‘s;}l!ﬂ.. Cirdedlte W

Bookmarki »
Auito Screling a5
Minimal User interface L)
Resder in own Window mn
Scan eComic Folders CtrleShifte 5
Update o elome Files  Ctrl=Shifte )

QW

Ate Shifts FL

CtrleW

Gl V4 UPEE COD G g
£
:

Update Web Comics  Ctel-Shift-W

fullscreen) 12 S [Workspace)

e  Panels state, posi-
tion and arrange-

ment. For example : Window @ * | Window Layouts

This workspace includes settings for:

Book Display Layout |

Edit Woripaces.,  ChrivaltsW
Al Shitte FL

Display Layout

» Editing Workspaces

»  browser docking Lﬂ}'UlllS List Layouts Book Display Settings
mode . :
»  active browser ([ ok || cance
tab :
»  minimal user . ‘
interface . . .
List Layouts Book Display Settings
: i - o
View 3 = \
Arrange by » e l
Group by 3 o= \
Stack by 3 -~ = :
o [ e e
Layout 3 |

All your workspaces can be edited using the Workspaces dialog. From the
Browse menu or the Tools menu, go to the Workspace sub-menu, and click
the Edit Workspaces option. All the workspaces are now visible along with a
description of the settings that you included in each of them. Here you can
make a new workspace, and delete pre-existing workspaces using the cor-
responding buttons. You can also move a workspace up or down the order.
The Activate button lets you change workspaces ‘on-the-fly’, so that you can
easily visualise and choose from your favourite workspaces.

Comic Display Settings... "
Preferences... CirteF3
Suppert Coeniflack

Y@ scl (0 FNd

f

AL
(%] Show Main Manis ShiftF10
Ft Cule)

Original Ctrl+1
Fit All Ctrl+2
Fit Width Ctrl+3
Fit Width (adaptive) Ctrl+4
Fit Height Ctrl+5
Fit Best Ctrl+6

Single Page Ctrl+7
Two Pages Ctrl+8
Two Pages (adaptive) Ctrl+9
Right to Left Ctrl+0

No Rotation Ctrl+Shift+7
90° Ctrl+Shift+8
180° Ctrl+Shift+9
270° Ctrl+Shift+0

FIEER EEEREEEEERE

Only fit if oversized ~ Ctrl+Alt+0
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This chapter intro-
duces you to comic
book metadata, which
forms the basis for
managing your comic
book collection with
ComicRack.

Web Comic reMIND

Web Comic reMIND

oK Cancel Apply



If the Preferences dialog is the heart of ComicRack, the Info dialog is its
brain. Essential for inputting and editing comic book metadata, the Info
dialog packs 5 (by default) different tabs, each of which is described in
detail in the coming pages. It also has 2 optional tabs that can be dis-
played by selecting the respective option in the Preferences dialog.

To open the Info dialog: Right-click on any comic book in the browser
and select Info, or from the Main menu, open the Edit menu & select

Info.

! Open

Ctrl+0
Open in new Tab Ctrl+Shift+0
Infan.. Ctrl+|
Web... Ctrl+R
My Rating 3
Mark as 3

Browse Books
Show in List
Export Books

Autornation

Update Book Files

There are 3 types of metadata fields in the Info dialog, all of which can

be filled either manually or via scripts:

Text fields

have to be filled with relevant
words or numbers. These include
fields like Series, Title etc.

drop-down menus, where you
select from an already-present
list of choices.

Types of Metadata Fields

Option fields

here you can select more
than one option. Just like the
text menus, apart from the
default choices, any user-
inputted word is also stored in
the list for re-use later.

Just click the

Simple list

Yes/No fields

Lists tab

Check tab

Text tab

Add item button at the end of the field box to open the

Add item dialog, which contains 3 tabs placed at the bottom: the Lists, Check

Series:

|re|'u'IIN-D

apart from the default choices, any user-

inputted word is also stored in the list and | .

shows up in the drop-down

here you can only choose Yes or No from the I . .

drop-down

tab to close it.

Here you get checkboxes for each entry. Just
select any number of entries you desire, and
then click anywhere outside the tab to close
it.

The most simple one. Meant for users who like
to use the keyboard more than the mouse.
Just type in the names separated by commas,
and then click anywhere outside the tab to
close it.

‘Genre:

E Director's Cut

No

Double-clicking on an entry selects it and shows it in the box above.

Double-clicking on any entry in the box removesiit. You can also use the
< < button to bring all entries in the box en masse. Single-click on any entry
followed by the < button bringsitin the box. Click anywhere outside the

| Fantasy

Tags:

@O—o
¢l

& Text tabs.

Fartasy <<

<

=

3
Action Adventure Hormor/Supematural Norfiction
Crime Humar Real-Life
Educational Humor: Kid's Cartoons  Science F
Fantasy: AnthropomorphicHumor: Satire Super-Her
Fartasy: Fantastic Word:Humor: Sick Super-Her
Fantasy: Magic and MystiHumor: Teen Super-Her
Fartasy: Modem Mytholo Literature Super-Her
Fartasy: Sword and Sorc Manga Super-Her
Historical Fiction Myths and Legends Super-Her
< >
| uss | chek | Tes |

Add Iltem
button

[[] Action Adventure [ Humer Kid's Cart [] Super Fantasy
[ crime [ Humeor: Satire O Super

[[] Educaticnal [ Humer: Sick O Super

Fantasy [JHumer: Teen O Super,

[[IFantasy: Anthropo [] Literature [] Super,

[[IFantasy: Fantastic [ | Manga [I5uper

[IFantasy: Magic an [ Myths and Legen [ | Super

O Fantasy: Modern [ Menfiction [wek ¢

O Fantasy: Sword an [ Real-Life

[ Historical Fiction [ Science Fiction

[IHorror/Supernatu [ Super-Hero

[IHumer O Super-Hero: Alter

< >

| o= | Chesk | Tee | [ s | Chesk | Tee ]

The Lists tab of an Options field

The Check tab of an Options field

The Text tab of an Options field
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The Summary tab is an all inclusive box that provides at-a-glance information for your comic books, one at a
time. The upper panel of the Summary tab displays essential metadata, that includes the comic book caption and
the creator info, along with a brief plot of the comic. This requires filling in the metadata fields (manually or via
scripts) in the Details & Plot & notes tabs. The lower panel of the Summary tab displays the technical specifica-

tions for your comic book (like the file path, file format, size, number of pages, etc).

The comic book caption (Format/series/title/volume/number/year/month)
and the creator info (Writer/Penciller/Inker/Colorist/Letterer/Cover artist)

Summary | Details | Plot & Notes | Pages | Colors |

Next Twnaer #35
The comic book cover. Intermission: Snake

You can click on it to

Erin Mehlos/Erin Mehlas/Erin Mehlos/Erin Mehlos

get a 3D cover, and
click back to revert to @ <<« 11~

is si thology.
this simple one. anthology.

odge and Hemlocke return for a secret stash with
disastrous results in this short from the first Nobodies

Added: 16/06/2013 17:26:31

Comic book specifica-

tions, including the

size, pages and file L. | Type: =Comic(ZIF)3.51 MB

sy raios: | SR l\

)_

The text that you
input in the Summary
field of the Plot &
Notes tab will show
here in the Summary
tab as the comic plot.

Comic book ratings that
you can assign to any
comic book by simply
clicking &/or dragging

on the stars here.

format (zip/rar etc).

Pages: 35 Pags(s) Community Rating: ‘

Trirkrd

1)

The location of the
comic book on your @
computer.

I Where: D:'\ProjectsiinDesigniCRW Manua! 09143-05168\Conics\Next Town Ower 003.5.cbz

v Rating your comics!

The ratings assigned by you are called My ratings, while Community rat-
ings are average ratings from reviewers and readers around the world.
Both these ratings can be viewed simultaneously in ComicRack. Based
on your preference (from the Behavior button of the Preferences di-
alog), the ratings on the comic book thumbnails can be displayed either
in a numerical manner (at the bottom right of the thumbnail), or as rat-
ing stars (at the top left of the thumbnail). The comics can be rated on a
scale of 1 to 5, with 0.1 increments

From the right-click Browser context menu or the Reader Context menu, go to the My

Rating sub-menu and click at the stars. If you want to give incremental rating, you can

drag across the blank stars present at the bottom. The corresponding numerical rating
will be displayed in real-time in the box on the right side.

N\

Community ratings are
blue-colored, while
ratings assigned by the
user (called My ratings)
are yellow-colored.

Open Ctrl+Q
Openin new Tab Ctrl+Shift+ 0
Info... Ctrl+|
@) Web.. Ctri+R ~
[ MyRating > None Alt+Shift+0
Mark as ’ W Alt+Shift+1
Browse Books > Wik Alt+Shift+2
Show in List 3 W Alt+Shift+3
Export Books » P e e ed Alt+Shift+4
Automation » LS e sy o Alt+5Shift+3
{# Update Book Files ****1 ﬁ4.2
Lol Reveal Book in Explorer Ctrl+G jn[g
[Z] CopyData Ctrl+C
Paste Data... Cerl+V
Clear Data
Select All Ctrl+A
Invert Selection
[# Refresh
Set as List Backgreund J
¥ Remove.. Del
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The Details tab is the key to inputting the comic book metadata that forms the basis of organizing your comic
book collection. Just like tags in a music file, comic books can contain a variety of metadata. While ComicRack
supports scripts to automate this process from online databases, you always have the option to fill in every detail
manually. All you need to know about the Details tab is given below.

Essential information regarding the series
name, volume, number (n of total), year,

month & day.

The title is the name of a particular issue of a
series. You can usually find the title within the
first few pages of a comic.

The comic book Format can be selected here. This
includes Annual, Giant, One-Shot, Trade paper-
back, etc. You can also add your custom formats

here.

Essential information regarding the
Publisher (and imprint, if any). You can
then arrange or stack comic books in the
browser by the “publisher” field.

| Summary | Detalls | Pict & Notes | Pages | Colors |

‘Volume: Number:

|-

Bl

Select Yes here to mark a

Use the Alternate Series field
for crossovers (like Blackest
Night) or story-arcs (like Sine-
stro Corps war) or for storylines
(like Batman: reborn). The
number field helps in making a
chronology. A smart list based
on these fields brings up the
complete event in a go.

Essential information regard-
ing the comic book creators.
Writer, penciller, Inker, color-
ist, letterer, cover artist, and
editor. Helps in organising all
comic books by, for example, a
particular writer.

peeeeccccccccccce

®

Here you can choose one or
multiple genre for your comic
book. Read in detail about it on
the next page.

Use the Tags field for any
custom metadata that doesn’t
have fields in the Info dialog,
like scanners’ name, series
status (ongoing, completed,
mini-series), scan type (c2c,

noads) etc.

comic book to be belonging
to a series that has now com-
pleted its run.

[

B

[l

I Altemnate Series or Storyline Title:

l

Story Arc:

Series Group:

l || W .-

ceee

Choose the Age Rat-
riter: Penciller: ing here from
[Jason Brubaker ‘ [ ............ - @among All ages, ex-
- plicit ,T+, A, Parental
hofllecocnaes .en advisory.

Select Yes here to mark a
comic book as Manga. Choose
Manga (Right to left) to switch

ComicRack to its manga read-
ing mode when this book is
opened. Not selecting anything
here marks a comic book as

o manga is unknown.
If required, you can choose
the comic book Language
here.

Black and White:

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE)

sesssssssssssssset

R

Select Yes here to
mark a comic book as
Black & White. Not selecting
anything here marks a comic
book as Black & white is
unknown.

The Previous and Next buttons are used
to navigate between the Info dialogs
of the previous and next comic books

open in the browser respectively. So, in
this case, you don’t have to close and

open the info dialogs repeatedly.

The Proposed Values button is used for metadata auto-
discovery that ComicRack does by processing filename.
It’s there for convenience, so those fields wouldn’t be
empty by default. You can commit them permanently
(for example with the Commit proposed values script)
or hide them, if the guess is wrong.

I've tried deleting it manually, but it appears again after the field loses the focus.

ues from Yes to No. Then validate the change by

You iust have to switch the Proposed Val v . .
clickjing on Ok which will close the info window. When you open the info window again, the

series field will be blank and you will be able to specify whatever you want.
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The Plot & notes tab complements the Details tab. While the details tab contains metadata fields which are
essential for organizing your comic books, the Plot & notes tab helps complete the metadata, specially to satisfy
advanced comic book enthusiasts! Metadata fields like Characters, Teams and Locations bring on a large number
of possibilities regarding the comic book grouping in the browser. An overview of the Plot & Notes tab is shown

below.

Plot & Notes | Pages | Colors

o The Summary field should
be filled with a brief text
that highlights the plot of
the comic book.

o You may use Notes for

whatever purpose you wish.

. You can write your reviews
in the Reviews field.

Input the characters featured

in the comic (like Hal Jordan, @ - -4-- 1]

Abe Sapien etc) here.

The Scan Information field is
used to keep any info about
the comic scan, like the name

of the scanner, resolution of L 4

the scan, or the type (c2c,
noads etc). We have scripts
that automatically fill in these
data for you. More on that
later.

Lizard Man, the local boogeyman, which Sonja knows is a myth created by her late father to generate
interest in the town. But when Victuals unexpectedly retums and has the brain of a strange intelligent o i
creature; it seems someone is doing experimental transplants. etc) here. This will later help in

With the brain of a lizard and the body of a cat, Victuals must now fight to recover his original lizard body
and confront what he thought was the allpowerful god.

— Y | Notes I Mle.l)
reMIND is & mystical, scii about faith, love and brain transplantation. ~
Input the name of the main
Sonja. the lighthouse keeper at a seaside oil drlling town, loses her cat, Victuals. Everyone blames the character or team (like Wolver-

ine, Batman, Hellboy, Avengers,

grouping/stacking by the Main
character or Team field, or in
making smart lists. Make sure

you don’t input multiple names

.o ...||

here.
W
®
Characters: Mazin Character or Team: .
| || N T : Input the teams
— (like Justice league,
- Avengers, etc) here.
F I I S .
|Ln|:alinns: |. | hell A
[T DU nput the locations
| |I (like Gotham city,
Metropolis, OA,
Scan Information: Web: Asgard etc) here.
| |http:/fwww_remindblog.com/blogf |
| Prvows || Net D[ ok [ canesl || ey |

X = Undo Ctri+Z .- lm:la m\—vl
: _ Cut atx | B8 —W-
s GO ol ] Si—

Story Arc: o Series complete:
You can search Wikipedia from within ComicRack! ] Select All CirleA : :
e Right-click inside any metadata field to bring up the context menu with the [ LA * || ThePhoenxRequen [
wikipedia search results at the top - T T .

The web address of the comic book goes here. This shows
up in the summary tab as well as when you click the arrow
mark next to the comic book name in the details view of
the browser.

| Summary | Details | Plot & Notes | Pages | Colors |

e  Click the arrow mark next to the comic book name in the details view of the |

browser. You will get both the wikipedia search results as well as the comic Jy The Prosai Bequterm {2}
book web address that you input in the Web field (Plot & notes tab) ZE% W The Phoenix Requiem 4
K _ The Phoenix Requiem W Search...
I - Phoenix Requiem http://requiem.seraph-inn.com/ 3
TR T Phoenix Requiem 5 SerchBllerten v 30 16/06/2
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Pages tab

The Pages tab in the Info dialog shares a lot of similarities with the Pages Browser (see Chapter 04). Just like the
pages browser, the pages tab also has the Pages context menu and the Page browser context menu (called the
Pages tab context menu here).

The Pages tab con-
text menu provides

Summary | Details | Plot & Notes | Catalog | Custom | Pages | Colors |

options for viewing,
Change the page onder with drag & drop or use the context menu to change page types: Pages ¥ I """""" arranging, and
| View . grouping the pages.
Arrange by 4 | Not Sorted
Group by » e
Select All - Ctrl+A Type
Size
Width
Height
Name
Drag & drop individual pages to Sotkmmat
change the page order. Double- ot '_'"ar
click a page to open it in the Rotation
Colors tab. Position
v
z The Reset button
- brings back the de-
The Previous and Next buttons ‘ fault value§ for the
are used to navigate between - - page attributes.
the Pages tab of the previous @ < ’ Previous ‘ ‘ Next ‘ ‘ Comic Vine Scraper... v‘ | OK ‘ ‘ Cancel ‘ ‘ Apply ‘
and next comic books open in
the browser respectively.
Page Type q OpEHS.Up sub-menus for
Page Rotation ) @ Changing the Page pre
e and the Page rotation.
Page Position 4

Set Bookmark... Ctrl+Shift+B

Remove Bookmark  Ctrl+5Shift+D
Right-clicking on any page in the

. Move to T Ctrl+Alt+T
Pages Tab invokes the Pages Context =oALl Al
Menu. This contains options for MovelolEation Crrlealtel
changing Page Type, Page Rotation, Reset original Order
Addlpg / remowr\g .Bookma!'ks, re- ] CopyPage CtrleC
ordering pages within a comic book,
copying page(s) to another location, Select All Ctrl+A
selecting & refreshing, and deleting Invert Selection
pages from ComicRack. & Refresh
K Mark as Deleted Del

age (& not by type, size, width etc).
he upper right corner, and from the
drop pages successfully.

You have to make sure that the Pages are arranged by P
For doing this, click at the Pages Tab Context Menu at t
Arrange by sub-menu, choose Page. You can now drag-and-
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The Colors tab is used for adjustment of the intensities of the color attributes
of the comic book pages, viz. Saturation, brightness, contrast, sharpening and
gamma.

The First, Previous,
Next,and Last buttons
are used to navigate
between the Color
dialogs of the respec-
tive pages of the book
whose Info dialog is@ - -
currently open.

The Image Con-
trol panel contains
sliders for changing

the attributes for
brightness, contrast,
saturation, gamma,
and sharpness. Drag

I 1.8
the sliders right/left e [ree ]
to get the desired = N =
effects.

Saturation: The ‘purity’ of a hue; or, more precisely, the intensity of one color channel

relative to the intensity of the other color channels

Brightness: The relative lightness or darkness of an image, or of a particular color in an

image

Contrast: The relative difference between lightness and darkness in an area of an image
Sharpening: An image effect that is used to adjust the image contrast by enhancing the

definition of the image edges

Gamma: Gamma affects how a computer generates images. An effective gamma rating

Saturation decreased to -100%

will deliver true colors and a good range of light, middle, and dark tones.

| Summary | Detais | Plot & Notes | Pages | Colors

DI = |

Previous Neaxd

Click the Image Control button to slide open a panel containing
the color attribute settings.

| Summry | Detais | Piot & Notes | Pages | Colors

‘,, e T Gamma

Double Click on Color 10 sex Wiite

Find a white spot (usually
text bubble background)
and double-click on it
and it’ll manually adjust
the other colors relative
to the color at the spot
you clicked such that it
is balanced. This is really
most applicable to poor
scans of discolored books
to adjust yellowing.
Good scans of new books
should require very little
white-point adjustment.

Brightness decreased to -25%

Click the Reset button
to bring back the default
values for the color at-
tributes.

Double Click o Colox to-set Whi

Sharpness increased to +4
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N . )
ComicRack also supports Fileless comic entries into the database. This way Why fﬂeleSS?

ComicRack becomes a full blown ‘paper’ comic database management tool. There are many scenarios in which you may
Double-click a fileless entry to open up its Info dialog. Managing fileless find this feat:rT quite use.fulEForkixampleilf
i i ies i -or- imi i you wish to delete a comic book (or comic
com!c entries/series is more-or-less similar to their real'counterparjcs, the book series) from your hard drive, but keep
comic books. Once you add the relevant metadata, the file-less entries/se- the info in the database (for saving hard disc
ries are added to the ComicRack library database. Essential ComicRack fea- space, or removing a comic b°<;k that you
; : ; : : : : didn’t like). Also, if you do not have some
tures like lists, copymg/pastmg data, search, browser views/navigation are comic books in your digital collection, yet
the same for the file-less entries. want the respective info in ComicRack, you
\ can make dummy entries for such comics.
(1) . >
vt Open File. ctre0
Close Ctrl+X
Close All Ctrl+Shift+X
[C| NewTab Ctrl+T ( o
Add Folderto Library... Ctrl+Shift=A ~ | ki g — S T AT
Scan Book Folders Ctrl+Shift+S — o
£ Update all Book Files Ctrl+ ShiftU o =
#®  Update Web Comics Ctrl+ Shift W T kb T g = 2
& Tasks.. Ctel+Shift+ T -

Automation

New fileless Book Entry..  Ctrl+Shift+N
New fileless Book Series...  Ctrl+ Shift+F3

2 OpenRemote Library... Ctrl+Shift+R e sy i At mea el

Open Books Pev _— -

Recent Books » Lrke Fle. -
& Restart Ctrl+Shift+Q - s s comcua.cande seane 110000

Exit Ctr+Q o Cancd Hecky PFevoa - o Carcs ok Paves - o Cancet e

From the File menu, select The blank Info dialog resembles the comic Enter the relevant metadata for your Add thumbnail and/or ratings to your
New Fileless Book Entry. A blank book Info dialog a lot, but has minor comic entry just like you would do for a comic entry. You can use the link to file

Info dialog box will open. differences. The Pages tab, for obvious comic book. button to browse and link a file of any

reasons, is not seen. supported format (like CBR, CBZ etc) on

your system, thus converting the fileless
entry into an actual comic book.

Fileless Book Series

Adding file-less entries for a large number of comic books can be time-con-

suming. ComicRack supports adding all required issues of a series in a go.

1. From the File menu, select New Fileless Book Series. The New Fileless | seics:
Book Series dialog box will open. Add the name of the series, number || | ...
(range), and volume (if any)

2. Click OK to get the entire series (with the issue numbers you specified)
in the browser. You can now edit them either en masse, or individually
like separate file-less comic entries.

Volume:

has the Show only fileless entries option. Clicki.ng
s only the fileless entries present in that list. Using

The Views button on the browser toolbar
this option filters the current list and show. ' .
this option on the entire library shows all your fileless comics.
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The Info dialog for the fileless comics contains an additional tab labelled Catalog. This is optionally also available
for normal comics too (see below). Another optional tab is the Custom tab, which can be turned on by checking
the relevant option from the Preferences dialog (Behavior tab -> Application section).

Catalog Tab

| Summary | Details | Pict & Notes| Catalog |
Store: Price: Released:
v |Unknuwn v| [ @v‘
ISBN: Pages: Added/Purchased:
| It g 24 dne 201 =i
Ci ‘Opened/Read:
[ v v| 24 ane 2013 B |
Owner. Book Location:
| L vl
Collection Status:
| 1
Notes about this Book:
~
v
ot ok ][ om ([

The Catalog tab is a very useful field when it
comes to managing your ‘paper’ comics. It con-
tains important information about the comic con-
dition, price, store, owner, ISBN number, collec-
tion status and more. You can input the number of
pages in a fileless comic, as well as the date when
you purchased it. The Age field classifies the comic
book into its respective age or historical era.

One noteworthy field here is the Released field,
which is used for the In store date (zero day date,
when the book is available in the shops). This is
different from the date fields (year/moth/day) you
see in the Details tab, which is the Cover date (this
is the date printed inside the cover).

| Summary | Detais | Plot & Notes | Custom | Pages | Colors |

Name Value

[ ok

| [ cancel | ] tomy

The Custom tab allows you to have metadata fields
of your own choice. Just input a name in the blank
tab under the Name column, hit Ok, and you’ll
find this as a new metadata field throughout all of
ComicRack.

There are many ex-

Custom £ra Number  Custeen: B Custom: Timeine Vesr
amples where custom

fields fulfil important |: e
organisational needs. [ ey Mo
. 13 01 Bedore The Reputlic BEY 36453
For example, grouping |.: O e e G136
. . 15 01 Before The Republic BEY 36453
comics belonging to | 1 e eRebic 5813600
. 21 01 Before The Republic B8Y 36000
the ‘Star Wars’ family. |-: s ekt tav 3000
33 011 Aefore The Republic RV 36000
Here users create cus- |+ O bt e Reputic 88436000
25 01 Before The Republic BEY 36000

tom fields like Era and
Timeline Year to organize their Star Wars comics.

h all your comic books, and is not just limited to fileless

Yes, the catalog tab can be used wit
comic entries. However, by default, i y for .
dialog and go to the Behavior tab. From the Application section/s

catalog fields only for fileless comics field.

t is active only for fileless entries. Open the Preferences

ub-tab, uncheck the Show
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The Paste Data feature helps you to manu-
ally transfer the metadata from one comic o )
book to another, without needing to import | UpdatzEeckFiles
. . Ll Reveal Book in Explorer Ctrl+G

the data anew. Examples include replacing

. . . [ CopyData Ctrl+C
comics with those of better quality, or those Paste Data.. Ctrl+v
with additional pages. ClearDate

Select All Cirl+ A

To add the data to the new comic, right-click on the original comic
book in the browser window and select Copy Data
Then right-click the new comic and select Paste Data

v Main

Series [] Valume ] Number [] Total Number
] Title ] Year [ Month [] Day

[] Series complete [] Alt. Series ] Alt. Number [] Alt. Total Number
[ Story Arc [] Series Group

Format Age Rating Publisher [] Manga

[ Imprint [] Language Genre [T] Black and White
[7] Taas My Rating ["] Community Rating [T] Color Adjustment

v Artists / People Involved

Wiiter "] Penciller [T] Colorist
[] Letterer [] Cover Artist

v Plot&Notes

[T] Main Character [] Characters

[+] Summary ["] Notes
| A | OnySet || Cear |

This will open the Paste Data dialog box. There are three options; All, which will add a check to every
data item, Only Set, which only select those items that actually have data, and Clear, which will un-
check all data and allow you to only select those items you wish. It contains sections/tabs titled Main,
Artists/People involved, Plot & Notes, and Catalog.

The Paste Data feature is also useful when you have a number of
comic books that are supposed to have similar metadata (like differ-
ent issues of a series having a common creative team, the same pub-
lisher & the same genre), but you have the metadata filled in only for
one, or a few, of those comic books. In this case, you can simply use
the Copy Data option from the comic book with the maximally com-
plete metadata present, and select the rest of the comic books and
select Paste Data. More often than not, ComicRack itself will ‘intel-
ligently guess’ your desire & keep only the relevant metadata fields
checked. You can make yourself doubly sure by unchecking metadata
items you do not wish to paste.

So far, we have discussed filling the
metadata for individual comic books.
ComicRack also supports batch pro-
cessing of multiple comic books for
inputting and editing metadata. This is
accomplished through the Multiple book
Information dialog. To open it, select
multiple comic books and open the Info
dialog as you would do for a single comic
book. The Multiple book Information di-
alog contains metadata fields of both
the Details tab and the Plot & notes tab
of the Info dialog arranged in separate
sections/tabs. The Catalog field is also
present in the The Multiple book Infor-
mation dialog for comic books as well as
for fileless comic entries.

Man | Aats / Povple boveived | Pt & Metes | Catao | Cuntre Pk

Checkboxes

The Multiple book Information dialog
contains 3 types of checkboxes, which are in-
terpreted differently with regard to the type
of the metadata field:

For text fields or menus (yes/no, sim-

ple list):

¢ Value is identical in all books:
Checked

¢ Value is different for at least one

book: Unchecked

For option fields:

J Value is identical in all books:
Checked

J Value is different for at least one
book: Indeterminate

No value will be set: Unchecked

Checked

[E] Tristate / Indeterminate

[] Unchecked
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ComicRack has many options to export comic books. To convert a comic book
to another format, right-click on it in the browser, go to Export comic books
and simply choose your format. A batch of comic books, or even your com-

plete library can be converted in

Choose the ex-
port location.

You can select multiple comic books and
choose to combine them during export.
You may also choose whether you wish
to keep the original comic books, or
delete them after export.

Same as Original
eComic (7z) [*.cb7) Medium

eComic (POF) (" pdf) Strong

eComic (TAR) (".cbt)

eComic (ZIP) [~ chz) @

eComic Information {*xml)
Image Folder {*)

Choose the file format

Choose compression

Preserve Original w

Preserve Original
JPEG

PMNG Preserve Original o
GIF Best fit Width & Height
TIFF Set Wicth

BMP Set Height

DIV
WEBP

Choose the page for- Choose resizing op-

mat. ComicRack also tions.

supports the WebP
image format (which is
30 % smaller than jpg).

If you wish, you can modify the color @ -~~~ -

attributes of the comic book pages to
your liking. Available are options to
change the saturation, brightness, con-
trast, gamma and sharpening attributes
of the images.

 Creating export

for CBZ and CB7.

N

a similar fashion.

v Export Location

<+« | Ewort To: | Same Folder and replace in Library

Folder: | C:\Users\Admin\Deskiop

[T Combine all selected Files
[ ] Overwiite existing Files

stesssssssee

v File Naming

Choose... ]

[7] Delete onginal Book after successful Export
[7] Add newly created Book to Library

Template: [lem

Custom:

Start: U=

v File Format

Fomnat: | eComic (2ZIP) {.cbz)

Compression

S~

Include Pages:

Laport eComics —
= Comeack Pmatn ot ocston | i ey | o P | P f e | g Py |
Caneatia G2 .
Cavewt o CBT e To (St e |
[
X [ Do
S, Combrn o rocted Fien
ST ——
St g o s mcm it
A ety e o 1 Lty
Bem
[

Similar to other ComicRack dialogs, double clicking
anywhere on the Export comic books dialog back-
ground toggles between the scroll and the tab lay-
out. The scroll layout shows all the export options
arranged in different sections in a single scrolling
window. The tab layout has these very options ar-
ranged in their own sub-tabs.

L4
Comic Caption
Custom
The exported comic book can be named
according to its preexisting filename, or the
comic caption (which is the standard for-
mat used by ComicRack for naming comic
books) or your custom choice.

Remove Pages: | Deleted @——. You can select from this Front Cover
- drop-down menu which Inner Cover
v Page Format .
page types you wish not Roundup
o Fomat: Gualty — to |!'1c|ude in the exported Story
comic book. Please read the Advertisment
o [resmeogra <) )+ [
Resize Pages: |P = e x [ 1000k chapter on Browser to know  gitorial
[7] DonY enlarge more about page types. Letters
Split Double Pages I.............. ................. [ ] You can choose Preview
[7] Ignore Pages with emors and continue export to split double Back Cover
\ . . pages to 2 single Other
v ImageFrocessing pages each dur- Deleted
Source: [Cuaom Settings hd Ing the export. Set all
Custom: Clear all
Saturation ’; Invert
Brightness ’;
ceeccccce Contrast ——
N
‘Gamma .. k4
‘Sharpening E

Automatic Contrast Enhancement

presets

You can also create your own presets for easy repetition of specific export set-
tings. To create a preset, first open the Export comic books settings menu and
then set any settings you want your preset to have. After you get the settings to
your liking, click the Save button and give your preset a name. The preset will
now show up in the right-click=>Export comic books menu. Included are presets

o ComcRack Presets Gt Locanon | e Naming | Fon Fommat | Page Famt | Wmage Procamsng \
Corwet 13 CBI
Corwet s C87 foma  POF Document FOF) o) -
Sietwrh Compncr, N v e sk
Comwersa POF
ke Pages
Famove Fages | Dnetndt .
Sove.
o Cancet:
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Once you have completed entering all the metadata, bookmarking your comic books, adjusting the colors, rat-
ing them, making lists, you wouldn’t want all the effort go in vain just because of an accidental deletion, a virus
attack, or a software or hardware failure. ComicRack provides for a quick and easy back up of your comic book
database. Itis a simple file copy of the ComicRack database (ComicDB.xml) file, available for storage in a separate
location from the original.

is backed up?

Absolutely all the metadata is backed up by the Backup database feature, including:
e Comic-related metadata: all fields in the Details tab & Plot & notes tab of the Info dialog
¢ Non-comic metadata: literally everything, including properties of every single page of the book,
page type, rotation, bookmarks, last page read, date added/opened, rating, color adjustment,
file modified time, file creation time etc.
e Lists (both custom lists & smart lists), together with their individual layouts

The following features are not backed up by the Backup database feature:
e Workspaces
e List Layout presets
e Options from preferences dialog
e Export presets
J

N

Languages | Books | Database Backup | Caches & Memory Usage | Hidden Messages | Explorer [« |+
Follow these simple steps to backup (and then later restore) | | I
= [ Backup Database... I Restore Database .. |
your database: )
Libraries
1.  From the Advanced button of the Preferences dialog, just click the backup database —
option.
2. An explorer window will open, where you can browse to the location of your choice
and then click the save button. The database will be saved with the name ComicDB @
Backup along with the date of saving the database. s
3.  To restore your backed up database, from the Advanced button of the Preferences @
dialog, click the restore database option. Advanced
4. An explorer window will open, where you can browse to the location of your saved
database. Select the desired database and then click the open button, or simply
double-click the saved database.
5.  Onclosing the Preferences dialog, ComicRack will prompt you for a restart. Click the
restart button to complete the database restoration. ok ][ o | [ o

my settings.

If you would wish to backup absolutely everything, you would have to do so manually. Open an
i j : ComicRack\

explorer window and just go to: %APPDATA%\cYo\ . o ‘ '

Co‘:)y the Config.xml file to a safe location. While restoring the database, paste this file back in this

location. On restarting ComicRack, all your preferences & presets will be preserved.

Just be sure to put all your comics files back into the same main folder they were in before when you

i inC: i ! to copy them after you reformat.
restore. So if they were in C:\Comics then that’s where you need py

)) I'm formatting my PC, and would like to back up all

N

ComicRack Manual | 6th Edition ‘ Chapter 7: Managing



This chapter in-
troduces you to lists,
which form the quick-
est way to access a set
of comic books based
on the metadata pre-
sent. Essential reading
for ComicRack users !

Edit Smart List

oK Cancsl Aeply



A Reading List is a compilation made up of a list of books from your ComicRack [T | iprary 7 3409
library. You can use lists to organize a group of comic books matching a particular '
criteria. All the lists are accessed from the sidebar, which, thus, is essential for
working with lists.

D Custom List
[ Smart List

By default, all the books that you have added
to ComicRack are located in the (virtual)

There are 2 types of lists: Library folder.

1. Custom List: This is a simple list of comic books, made by manually adding individual comic books to it. This
is a compilation of comic books for quick access, analogous to playlists in a music player.

2. Smart List: This is an ‘automatized’ list, in which you create a rule (or many rules), and ComicRack automati-
cally adds all comic books fulfilling the rule(s) to the smart list. As new comic books are added to your library,
ComicRack auto-updates your smart lists.

~

Use these buttons to open a list in
its own tab or window (you can also
right-click on the list name, and choose
Open in new window or Open in new tab).
You can also drag a comic book(s) from a

Here you can create a new folder to
organize your lists. You can also cre-
ate folders within folders. Lists (and
folders) can be dragged and dropped
from one folder to the other.

o - list / smart list in one tab and drop to a list
° 'fl'olgreafn-‘.ie : I'ﬁt:'recttr:y '35"?9 Z ‘ Q Library (not smart list) in another tab.
older, first click on the desire -
folder, and then create the list. D New Custom List —® .\ have lists that ’
¢ To create subfolders (folders . ; VU RERTS IS WAELE el U2 Wy e
inside other folders) (ﬁrst click ¥ Smart Lists quently, you can click here to have them
on the desired would-be par- I-E!LM}’ Favorites E dilsplayehd inl'tte Favorili:‘es pa(;\el fyou can
ent folder, and then click the also right-click on any list and select add
New Folder icon. Eh. Recently Added to favorites). Your list will now show in the
@Recently Read Bm Favorites panel and-czliT be accessed more
- - quickly.
h-Quu::k Comic Selector EiNever Read 17117
[ £ . E
5” perhero Click and Drag @Readlng B Smart lists consist of rules the user can
E Ch roncloghe Eﬁ.ﬂ d PR PP PO E ® define in order to create dynamic, self-
z &a updating lists of comics. ComicRack itself
- Crossmrers - P 8 o A
Eﬁ.FlIes to update BE comes with seven built-in smart lists: ‘My
¥ |[JTemnporary Lists — - Favorites’, ‘Recently Added’, ‘Recently
Tem porary Lists Read’, ‘Never Read ‘, ‘Reading’, ‘Read’ and
| [5INew Subfolder

‘Files to update’.

Converting a subfolder into a folder The Sidebar with all the custom lists & smart lists

N\ J

Custom Lists Smart Lists

Custom Lists work great if you want to group some comic books =~ Smart lists are based on criteria of your choosing. Smart lists will
together. You have total control over what comic books get into ~ scan your entire library to find whatever matches your criteria.
the list. Great if you know exactly what you want.

A regular custom list always contains the exact comic books you Smart lists are automatically updated as new comic books are
manually added to it. added to your ComicRack collection.

Deleting a comic book from a custom list removes the reference = Deleting a comic book from a smart list also provided the option
to the comic book from the list. to reset the list, so that the deleted book can be restored later.

Both custom lists and smart lists can be exported & imported, renamed, added to favorites, opened in their own tab / window,
organized in folders / subfolders, and obviously, deleted.
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All the reading lists (custom lists as well as smart lists) live in the sidebar. You create new lists from chosing the
relevant options from either the Sidebar Toolbar, or the Sidebar context menu.

To create a new custom list, either click the new list icon on the sidebar
toolbar, or choose New List from the Sidebar context menu (appears
on right-clicking anywhere inside the sidebar). The New List dialog box
opens up. Here you can give your new list a name.

MName: |

Adding comic books to the list can be done in 2 ways:

J Librery | = Folders

E@E& |E =i <
- [ tibrary

Mew Custom List

Your New List shows in the Sidebar. It can be dragged up
or down the lists, or in or out any folders.
Please note that the newly added custom list is empty,
till you manually add comics to it.

e Dragthe comic books from the Browser and drop them on top of your list. You can drag & drop them either one by one, or selecting

multiple comic books in the browser (using the Ctrl key).

e  Alternatively, you can right-click any (or a group of) comic book(s) in the browser to open the browser context menu, and goto

Add to List. Select from names of all the reading lists in your library.

Creating a new smart list

To create a new smart list, either click the new list icon on the sidebar
toolbar, or choose New Smart List from the Sidebar context menu.

| i Lbrary | Folders |
ERE@ - =

Name I Name: New Smart List

Click this button to

slide open additional

options for setting up

Match All/Any rule in =
Libra/r y/zlist [t Match of the following rules on Library

your smart list.

5 Loy L 7| cortans o |

If you do not wish to

Smart Lists
[, My Faverites

configure these ad-

[, Recently Added
[, Recently Read

ditional options now,
you may leave these

[ Never Read
[}, Reading

Moo

empty to be filled up
at any later time.

Add a brief descrip- Name: ‘New Smart Lt

tion of the list. This will
appear as a tooltip on

Select this option to
@ show the smart list in

25 % Books . @ Limit by number
or size

hovering the mouse ] Limitto the Quick Open box
over the list name in the
sidebar.
of the following rules on Library
Negate rule ,| ‘m“ v‘ |
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Once you have created a new smart list, just pick a metadata field from the leftmost drop-down menu, choose an
instruction from the second, and fill in a complete or partial keyword in the third (text) field.

MName:

Motes:

|1 Match

WNew Smart List

[ Limit to

[[] Show in Quick Open

| Library

of the following rules on

(1] |

"’| |cnrrtains

v] |

Clicking this

Metadata field

Alternate Count D
Alternate Mumber
Alternate Series

Black and Wwhite

Book Age

Book Collection Status
Book Condition

Bk | onation

Instruction

button opens

up a drop-down
menu having op-

Keyword

contains -

contains

contains any of
contains all of
starts with

ends with

list containg
regular expression

Name: |New Smatt List

The keyword
can be, for
example, the
name of a
series, charac-
ter, file path,
publisher, etc.

tions for working
with multiple

. - rules/groups.
o

Match Value

Mateh Value g

[ |

Double-click the text/keyword

field to open up the Match
Value dialog box, which is used
as an expression editor.

[1] Mach

of the following rules on

Library

[m

v [contains

v |

alr

v | cortains

o

ok | Cancel

Most of the times, users feel the need to use more than one rule to specify the content

they desire in their smart lists. For working with such multiple rules, click the zbutton

at the far end of the text (keyword) field to open up a drop-down menu. This contains
options for making as many rules in a smart list as required.

You can also make rule groups. A rule group (or simply, a group) is a
compilation of a number of rules. A group can be further enhanced
by the any/all option, or the negation function. Just like the rules,
there is no limit to the number of groups you can make in a smart
list. You can also have groups within groups (for advanced users).
The rules/groups can be moved up/down, or cut/copied/pasted
within the smart list, and of course deleted.

o [

-lﬂil MNew Rule Ctrl+R

E Mew Group  Ctrl+G |--- Xy
¥ Delete .
gb Cut Crl+X

5 Copy Ctrl+C

[] Paste Ctrl+V

=1 Move Up Ctrl+U

5:1 Move Down  Ctrl+D E

—

Name: | New Smar List

[1] Match ofthefollowingneson |1 Library V]

[ |a * | contains vl | 7]

o F—— B

[ *| | contains v 52l
[ ok || caa || oy |
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i E Smart List
Name: |Mew Smart List Mame: _/

; . ) (T Ubrary
ing rul (] Library __ of the following rules on :
E] Match L St ‘ m Makch Batman
T o] e [ corars :

i

In its default state, every smart list contains one rule that will search for anywhere in The ! (negation) button finds the opposite of what you specify. To continue the Batman

“All” the comics’ data that “contains” nothing. You can change the blank keyword field . example, if you set the “!” button, the smart list would display any comics that do not
to anything you like. For example, if you simply write ‘Batman’ in the keyword field and . contain Batman.

click Ok, the smart list would now display all books with Batman in their data.

Name: |New Smart List Name: |Mew Smart List

i . - Library
ing rules on Library - of the following rules on =

(1] avedonngriosmn  E =
E mmains = = ) ‘]

i
Al

—_—  L————
If you only want to search for a phrase in a certain field, you can change the metadata ° You can also change the instruction field (second drop-down menu).
field “All” to something else. For example if you wanted to find all the Batman titles you . For example, if you want to find an exact word or phrase you could change the option

” o

‘contains” “Batman” from “contains” to “is”.

i flowing TIEs:
Name: | New Smar List : D D—\ S
° ¥
| T R (D] | —
fallowing rules on Q
D R aman | [ﬂ[a:
man
b
(1]

: i les:
Gt - of the following
(1] [SomsGrow PR— | 1
11 Renes

could set the search to be: “Series

Batman

ﬂ

If you specify Match All, then all the rules would have to be true for a comic in order for To create complicated and very specific rules, you can create rule groups. Click the [+]
it to be displayed. If you specify Match Any, then if any one rule is true for a comic it will button and add a rule group. With each group you can specify to follow all or any of the
be displayed. Click the [z) button next to a rule to open the drop-down menu, whereyou ~ ° rules in the group.

get the option to add / delete new rules to / from the smart list. °

Name: |Mew Smart List . bme: |Court Ervors

1 | Match Match

— L 9 JE— —

[ ]
A number of metadata fields do not contain the keyword field. These are the fields that Advanced users can also make highly intuitive smart lists by employing the expression
. .. L] .
have a yes/no response. e.g. Manga, Series Complete, Black & White, etc. editor from the Match Value box.
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Reading Lists can be easily edited. Both custom lists and smart lists can be renamed, deleted, moved from one
folder to the other, and opened in their own tab or window. To edit a custom list, you have to manually add or
remove the comic books in the the list. On the other hand, editing in smart lists is largely done by modifying the
rules that constitute the list.

@ Are you sure you want to remove these books from the list? HE‘

[] Show in Guick Open
[ Limit to

25 7 Books

Some Books have been manually removed from this list.
of the following rules on

W | | contains all of

[1] Maich
II‘ |Tags

|Q Library

v| |Web Comics

Additionalty remove the books from the Library (@l information not
stored in the files will be lost)

[] Also move the files to the Recycle Bin

[ Remove || Cancel | Prvous || Ned | Lok ]

To remove a comic book (or a batch of comic books) from a list, select the comic book(s), right-click, and choose Remove. This will only remove a reference to the
comic book from the list, not delete the actual comic book. You have the option to choose to also remove the book from your library, and even from your system
Please note that in case of smart lists, the Edit Smart list dialog has the Reset button to bring back deleted comics. You would need to slide open the additional options
section for this.

Duplicate Current List

The duplicate current list option is something different than simply copying/pasting a list. It builds a new smart list
out of your current settings. If you did not make any changes, it does not create a new list. It takes into account the
filters in Search Browser, Quick Search and options in Views (read / not read / reading / duplicates).

Click a list (either custom list or smart list), type something in the quick search or choose a filter in the search
browser. Once the filtered comic books show up, click the duplicate current list button and you will get a new list
(with the same name) in the folder of your choice, following the rules of the original list PLUS whatever extra filters
you applied. This is the quickest way of creating smart lists.

Library Senes v 1 [witers ([ ibrary 3| | series vt || wites

New Custom List Al (11 Series) A || Comfort Love [Z)New Custom List Al (1 Series) Al (1 Writers)
IE5)5mart Lists Arifice Erin Mehlos ESsmart Lists The Phoentx Requiem | Sarah Bllerton

@My Favorites Beamageddon Ethan Nicolle EMY Favoiiies

Momingstar Jason Brubaker
R tly Added

E‘ i i New Avengers Jonathan Hickman ERECEHHY flted

[ Recently Read Sy [ Sarch Hloton [ Recently Read

[ Never Read The Phoenix Requiem v || Vitaly S Alexius [ Never Read

[ Reading = [ Reading =

[ Read % @ [ Read

- -
[\ Files to update -,I @ . | - SEEI

E]Tempora ry Lists

Smart Lists

Temporary Lists

e

@Files to update
[ Temporary Lists

[, Sarah Ellerton

The Phoenix Requiem
5 books

The Phoenix Requiem
S books

In this example, we first filter our library using the search browser. We select ‘Sarah Ellerton’ from the writers field in the search browser, which filters the total 22 comics
in the list to 5 written by Ellerton. Now, click the duplicate current list button on the browser toolbar. Choose the location from drop down list of the folders the dupli-
cated list could be stored in. A new smart list titled ‘Sarah Ellerton’ appears in the temporary lists folder. Click edit to see what its rules are. You will find that smart list

has filtered the list according to the criteria we chose.
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Both custom lists and smart lists can be exported from or imported into ComicRack. There are a number of rea-
sons why you’d want to export a list: first, you could export the list to import it into another ComicRack installa-
tion. Second, you can export a list to put it online, or email it to a friend, for example. Exporting lists only backs
up the information related to the list; exporting lists doesn’t backup your comic books. Similarly, Importing lists
only adds the information related to the comic books added in the list; importing lists doesn’t copy actual comic
books. Importing a list is a quick and easy way to exactly reproduce a particular compilation of comic books with-
out having to manually add the comic books, or adding them in a particular order.

a Lbrary | Folders

D & ‘ ] = |:| A iy ~ 4 L » Computer » Entertsinment (E:) » Comics » zzz » Lists » Chronologies & Events » w| @& Search Chronologies & Events 0
v
" Organise New folder =~ I @
@ Library EE
~
| New Custom List — | ) Application Links Name Date modified Type Size
- i Marvel Cosmic 23/05/201116:19  File folder
v [)Smart Lists IE Edit... . i (&
7 Favourites £ Age of Ultron 07/03/201323:05  eComic List 4KE
@My Favori aIe Rename F2 [ Blackest Night 22/05/2011 09:04 eComic List 1KB
@Recently A4)  Sort i Libraries 2 Brightest Day 22/05/201109:04  eComic List 1K8
[& Recently F 4] Documents 2 Bruce Wayne_The Road Home 22/05/201109:04  eComic List 1K8
Y ﬁ New Folder... &' Music 2 Chaos War 22/05/2011 09:05 eComic List 1KB
@Never Rea EI New List. [&] Pictures 2 Curse Of The Mutants 22/05/201109:04  eComic List 1K8
[ Reading B videos 2 DarkReign 2/05/201108:04  eComic List 1K8
@Read E; New Smart List... 2 Death of Spider-Man 22/05/201108:05  eComic List 1kB
) : +& Homegroup 2 Fall of the Hulks 22/05/201109:04  eComic List 1KB
@F'Ies tougl[5] CopyList Ctrl+C 2 Fear tSelf (2) 18/11/20112227  eComic List 21k8
Ternporary Li Paste List Ctrl+V % Computer 2 Fearltself 22/05/2011 09:05 eComic List 1K8
F— o CIIeShifaC |Z House of M 22/05/201109:04  eComic List 2K8
| port Reading List... Ctrl * i Network . Infinite Crisis 22/05/20110805  eComic List 1KB
Import Reading List...  Ctrl+Shift+V 1% ADMIN-PC . Marvel Uttimate 22/05/201109:04  eComic List 1K8
! £ Old Republic 10/03/201322:16  eComic List 5KB
[T Open in New Window 2 Seven Soldiers 22/05/2011 09:04 eComic List 1KB
. 105/ .
£) OpenintiewTab N e - .
El  AddtoFavorites File name: | House of M v| | ComicRack Rezding List v
x
Remove... Del

Right-click on any list (custom list or smart list) in

the sidebar and select the export reading list or the
import reading list option.

While the process of importing either custom lists or smart lists is the
same, there are a few differences. On importing Smart lists, Comic-
Rack simply match the defined criteria to the comic books present
in your ComicRack library, and present a compilation of comic books
matching that criteria. On the other hand, when custom lists are im-
ported, ComicRack will match the comic books in the list with those
in your library. If some comic books are not present/matched, you
will get the option to still add them to your library as fileless comic

entries.

Double-clicking any reading list from w
Lists folder. Any list kept here is delete .
preserve a list, always remember to move it out o

The Uncanny ¥-Men V1981 #210 (1986)'
The Uncanny X-Men V1981 #211 (1986)'
The New Mutants V1983 #46 (1586)
The Uncanny X-Men V1981 #212 (1986)'
The Uncanny X-Men V1981 #213 (1987)
¥-Factor V1986 #5 (1586)'

¥-Factor V1986 #10 (1986)'

Thor V1966 #373 (1586)

‘Power Pack V1984 #27 (1386)

Thor V1966 #374 (1386)

¥-Factor V1986 #11 (1986)'

‘Daredevil V1964 #238 (1387)

Do you still want to import the Reading List?
["] Add missing Books to Library

This will open an explorer window, where you can browse a location of your choice and click Save
to export your list, or select the list you want to import and click Open.

@ The following Books were not found in the Library:

Import

indows explorer opens it directly in the Tempprary
d on the next run of ComicRack. So, if you wish to
f the Temporary lists folder.
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ComicRack smart lists also support a text-based query language. To invoke the text based smart list editor, press
Ctrl while clicking Edit. Text-based smart list editor also supports copy-paste functions. Just select the text in a
list, copy it to the clipboard, right-click any folder in the sidebar and click Paste list.

E e el —— ——
3@?&@ s Oe® @-E-2-0
E Library

—L__l Mew Custom List
[Exysemart Lists

@My Favaorites
@Recenth{ Added
E},Recently Read
@,Nwer Read
[, Reading
[} Read

[ﬁFiIes to update

[ Temporary Lists ]
E Mew Folder...
[ MewList..
£y NewSmart List..
i) -Copy List Ctrl+C
T3 Dactel]ich Ctrl+V

Right-click any smart list to bring on the Sidebar context menu. While press-
ing Ctrl on your keyboard, click Edit.

{

Fame "Wignt of The owla"
Match Any

[Rlternate Series] contains all of "Night of The Cwls=",
Match Any
i
Match All
i
[Volume] equals "2011",
[Humber] equals "9",
Match Any
{
[Series] equals "Batgirl"™,
[Series]) equals "Detective Comics",
[Serie=] equals "Batwing™
}
Iy
Match All
i
[Serie=s] equals "Batman",
[Volume] equals "2011",
[Number] in range "1™ "3"

Cancel | |

This is the text-based smart list editor, where you can write the smart list rules,

as you would do in a language like SQL.

Name "Recently Added"
Matcn [Added] is in last days "14"
Unde Ctrl+Z
@ Redo Ctrl+ ¥
X cu Ctrl+X
Copy ChrleC
Paste Ctrl+V
Select All Ctrl+A
Quick Format  Ctrl+F
Insert Match 3 All »
Insert Value » A-B »
C-H 3
-0 3
P-R 3
5 3
T-Y 3
oK [ 1
R =R

BAIBICY

You can right-click inside the Text based smart list editor to get the
context menu, which has quick links to insert the match & value
expressions.

»

You seem to have toggled the sidebar off.

| swear they were here yesterday,

You can also enter smart list query expressions in the Quick search text field, to filter the books
in the library with the chosen expression. Here in this example, we search for books which have a
rating of more than 3.

and now they are nowhere to be seen!

All the reading lists load in the sidebar. if you have

to keep your sidebar ‘on”.

selected a list first & then toggled off the si /
library till you bring back the sidebar & select the library folder. So,

debar, you won’t be able to access your complete

it is highly recommended
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uoranes

Scripts are add-

ons that give new
features & function-
ality to ComicRack.
Through scripts, you
can execute a number
of tasks with a single
click. This chapter dis-
cusses all you need to
know about scripts.

DTG‘fETEnceS




Scripts are essentially plugins or add-ons that extend the functionality of ComicRack. With scripts, you can batch
process books in ComicRack. A number of tedious manual tasks can be accomplished with just the click of a but-
ton. This gives you more time to actually read your comic books than manage them! A large variety of scripts
are currently available. The scripts are usually distributed as packaged zip files. These scripts can be freely down-
loaded from the Index of Scripts from the Scripts section of the ComicRack forum.

How to install seripts?

And how to

remove them!

A ComicRack script is distributed as a .crplugin file. These are zip files with the .zip extension changed to the .cr-
plugin extension. Installing a script is very easy. Please note that, after installation, most scripts require a restart
of ComicRack, and will prompt you for the same.

) ose s Hiwam

et nme

T ey B et urertian

E’:&ﬁﬁ
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GLEREE
&6

£
I o Wi Lh

@ 5 = 1 B v Computm + DuniB) + Cumps + Windetd Dumps +
B comcran

o s + CombcRack Pugen (76}

=
ot M h,\ |

A,
Pty }\
B e

———

&

Bachughanages  cillmblen
[ LI

o Hermar

1 Computs

e Btem

s Do 0

s Urcotam )

1 Sengutn Bk P D (41
B et

Whikara T atecied A3

E Sciipt Packages | Avaiiable Seripts | Serpt Seftings |
Reader Package Author Description
. To be installed (requires restart)
i ﬁg?‘;:";“gﬂ docDoom: GU..  managss data in your ComicRack brary
p— Lbrary Organizer ¢, Afile and folder organizer with GUI that
V2110 onepaw helps build you file and folder paths
r = Series Info Panel  pescumaand  Show information chout selected saries or
B, ERVIREY perezmu ssue
Gomic Vine Cory Banack  Scrapes coic book info from Comic Vine
Scraper V1 0.66 ¢ P
Seapts
Advanced
Lok [ Camd [ Ao |

Simply double-click a crplugin file to start the installation
process. You can also select the file and then click Install
plugin into ComicRack from windows explorer.

The script manager displays the script under the heading to be
installed (requires restart). Click Ok to restart and complete
installation.

Just as you install a
script, uninstalling
it is an easy and fast
procedure. To uninstall
(remove) a script: Open
the Preferences dialog,
Go to the Scripts Tab,
select the script you
wish to remove, click
JRemove followed by Ok
& restart ComicRack

\_ J
- [ Series ~ 4| Series ~ 5]+ | [~ =& F @lﬂﬁ iﬁaf’}@*"ﬁ‘@‘&'@'
.............................. | Configure..

After installation, most modern scripts can be accessed via their icon on the Browser Toolbar. Some scripts also
have a drop-down configure menu in the toolbar icon itself. Some scripts are configured via the Automation
Menu, under File menu -> Automation. Any script can be disabled (without uninstalling) from the Script settings

section of the Preferences dialog.

)) | just downloaded a script from the forum, but it is in the form of a simple zip file, & not a crplugin.

cript, which earlier used to be distributed as a simple
and click the Scripts button. Click the Install button.
file and select it. Restart ComicRack and the script(s) will be

You probably have an old Comicrack s
zip file. Open the Preferences dialog,
Browse to the downloaded zip
installed and available to use.
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ComicRack comes pre-loaded with a number of scripts. This

Add to List

Browse Books

,
section briefly discusses these built-in scripts, while the forth- Shewin Lit ;
. . . . Export Books »
coming pages discuss scripts downloadable from the Comic- Automation 3 [T —y
Rack forum | Reveal Book in Explorer Ctrl+G Commit Proposed Values...
' [] CopyData Ctrl+C Mew fileless Bock Series...
Paste Data... Ctrl+W Export Book List...
. . . . ear Data Rename Files to 'Series Volume #Number (of Count) (Year)
Most of the built-in scripts (and also those that you install lat- ?I [;; L S, )
elect tri+
er) can be accessed from their respective icons on the browser Invert Selecton
toolbar. Some of the scripts require going to Browser context —~ "
menu - Automation.
7~ h 1
123 This is a script to renumber the selected comic books. To use the script, either click

its icon on the browser toolbar, or right-click the selected comic book(s), and via the

Autonumber Browser context menu go to Automation - Autonumber wizard.

Wizard

Alternate Number @Position Cover

e Number Series: changes the number field of the series accordingly
e Number Alternate Series: helpful in making chronologies (see example below)
e Begin at number: the starting issue number of the series being renumbered
e Save total number: this will be the total count of the series

Alternate Number @Position Cover

-

| MNumber Atemate Series

Begin at Number:

[] Save total Number:

U=R - R = RN Y R R PR )

Arrange the comic books in the chronological
order you want them in. Sort descending by the

osition field. )
p & also input the total count.

While keeping all the comic books selected, open
the Autonumber wizard. Choose number alternate
series from the drop-down menu. Begin at number 1

The series now has all the alternate number
fields in order. You can now arrange them by
the alternate number field.

. J
e - .
=
] o
" . ]
Commit Search & Export
Proposed Replace Book List

Make the proposed values for the
comic books permanent comic books

Search and replace values in selected

Export the list of selected comic books
(or the entire library) into a csv file
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We now discuss the downloadable scripts divided into functional categories for your convenience. With such a
wide variety of scripts out there, a new user can easily get overwhelmed as to which ones to use. While this is a
matter of personal preference, the ComicRack team now makes the task easy for you by providing its own recom-
mendations for must-use scripts. Some noteworthy scripts are also mentioned.

SCRAPERS

These scripts import comic book infor-
mation from an internet database. Such
scripts are used when you wish to add
metadata from the web to the comic
book archives in your ComicRack library.

Name- .
I

Matc,

r
Next

g
\‘ A J
SMARTLIST scriets

Smart list Scripts are a special category
of scripts that can be used only with
smart lists. These scripts utilize the User
Scripts metadata field.

¥

MANAGERS

These scripts move, rename or delete
files based on the comic book metadata.
Using these scripts, you can organize,
un-dupe, and convert your comic books.

INFOPANEL scripts

These scripts use the Info Panel for
elegant & meaningful display of a lot of
comic book related information, based
on the metadata available.

= Move A

O oy
v
Add Ofied by, to iy

Py

Files
Base Fol,
lder: [ oy
- Omigg
Folders T u
'se file ODaizstipr, v
o Use foig
U & Organy
uilp
Rules
52 book g,
Storm thy
e onging fmgggja 10t cale g
2
Iptions

rofifs

Series o
Actiop

ORGANIZERS

These scripts modify comic book infor-
mation. Using these scripts, you can get
scan Information from filename, erase
first page advertisements, copy or move
information from one metadata field to
other, and much more.

DMICSHO

F N

géXT Ripe S
HORS,

Comieg + COMICS

ILs DUE gy

NTERT,
e o
EYOJM/CS E"I-’J\”’/"‘VENT

¥ MEDIy
UBL 5y TESS

NG
AND Cop,
P,

iuﬂr Presa .

ENHANCERS

These scripts enhance the native func-
tionality of ComicRack. You can get RSS
feeds for new comics, open comic books
from within ComicRack with your favorite
programs (like WinZip), extract pages
and much more.
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These scripts import comic book information from an internet database. Such scripts are used when you wish to

add metadata information from the web to your comic book archives in the ComicRack library.

| §cper

ficient process. Neither would it be easily possible
to be accurate and complete.

The Comic Vine scraper automatically scrapes (reads, retrieves, and
saves) comic book information from the Comic Vine online data-
base, and automatically fills all the metadata fields in the Info dialog.

The Comic Vine Scraper also has its own project page. Here you can
find more information regarding the advanced use of this script, as
well as download the latest version of the scraper.

The importance of metadata in organizing and
managing comic books has been already empha-
sized at many places earlier in the manual. Manu-
ally filling the metadata fields for comic books
and fileless entries can be a very slow and inef-

Searched for ‘Hephantmen'and found 12 matching series. Please choose one from the list below,
or click "Skip'to scrape this comic later
Series Year lssues Publisher
Blephantmen 2006 49 image
Elephantmen 2010 2 Image
Elephantmen 2007 6 Image
Image Firsts: Elephantmen 201 1 Image
Elephartmen: Cover Stories 2011 1 Image
EBlephantmen: Damaged Goods 2009 1 Image
Blephantmen: War Toys 2002 2 Image
Blephantmen: War Toys 2007 3 Image
Blephantmen: The Pilct 2007 4 Image
Hip Flask: Elepharitmen 2003 1 Active Images
Blephantmen: Man and Elephantman 2m 1 Image 3
Elephantmsn War Toys: Yvetts 2009 1 Image :,i::..m..n.‘,.,...,..[.... A ‘
[ semchagan [ Showemes |

To open the scraper, select a book (or a batch
of books) and either click the green icon on the
library browser toolbar, or Right-click > Automa-
tion - Comic Vine Scraper. Click Start Scraping to
begin the automated process.

If you want to review every single comic before scraping it, you should turn on
the confirm each issue before proceeding option. The scraper finds a number of
matches for the series being scraped. Most of the times, the desired series would

be found at the top of the list. Choose the correct series, and then click Ok to

move to the next step. Also, you can use the Show issues button to preview the

individual issues for the desired series.

Rescraping is needed either when you wish to
update the information on an already scraped
book, or when you accidentally scraped incorrectly.
Rescraping comic books becomes faster if the
previous choice is saved. The Rescraping options
in the Behaviour tab of the settings dialog let you
choose if and where the choice should be saved.

\ y,
New Cornic Entry é
5 -  FromDucks
via Barcode \ //l

Add new fileless comic entries via
scanned barcodes

Scrape data for comic books from the
Bedetheque website.

Scrape data for comic books from the

Inducks website
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anagers

These scripts modify comic book information. Using these scripts, you can specify rules to automatically enter
metadata, you can get c2c/noads tags and scan Information from filename, erase first page advertisements, copy
or move information from one metadata field to other, and much more.

rE‘ If you are using ComicRack to organize your comic
\ ) library there is sometimes the need to enter data
Data based on rules. So you might want to set the se-
Manager ies group to Gotham for all Batman books. Or T

of

you want to set the publisher information for the
first 200 issues of Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories to Dell instead
of Boom. This script will complete all these tasks automatically. Ve I

Do you wart to start?

[] Do not ask me again

The ch\ta Man:—:xger also h‘as its own project page. He?re you can find To open the Data Manager, select @ book (or a
more information regarding the advanced use of this script, as well batch of books) and either click the yellow icon

as download the latest version. on the library browser toolbar, or Right-click >
- Automation - Data Manager. Click Start Scraping

to begin the automated process.

CL_ cewwsovimmeseiz 0 0 0 < CRN
=-[¥] Ruleset Collection

= ] ; - : .
[ e Ruleset Collection Overview =) DC Series Groups
b4 o In Callaction : - i
o —— i) Justice League
X i -2y Batman
F-y Supeman
F-{y Green Lantem
F- Young Justice
[#-Z) The Edge
-2 The Dark
» - DC Kids
+ .
T iy Marvel Series Groups
MBugthor inda =
e Compatiio Version: | 1.21 h .IDW'EﬂgEfS
. (- X-Men
F-y Utimates
[rie - e F-=y Marvel Cosmic
Current File CAllsers), Dataf 5 a dat Lt Saoveck 20130605 1101 Profile Changed: Mo - |T| L= limited Sardse Groune
Before you run the Data Manager for the first time you have to define your rules. A ruleset is a directive that tells the Data Manager
A rule set consists of two parts. Part one defines the rules or criteria the Data what it shall do. A ruleset can be e.g.:
Manager uses to decide which books shall be treated. Part two defines the actions If Series is ‘Batman’ then set SeriesGroup” to
which Data Manager should take based on your rules. ‘Gotham’. A ruleset consists of rules (in this
You can organize your rules in groups, use action templates & make profiles. example: If Series is ‘Batman’) and actions (in this
Read the Data Manager manual to know more! example: Set SeriesGroup to ‘Gotham’).

®

Scan Information
from filename

F
Copy/Move
Info

\
\

Mark the first page as advertisement
and following page as the front cover

Import scanner names from the file
name into the Scan Information field

Copy or move information from one
field to another
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These scripts move, rename or delete files based on the comic book metadata. Using these scripts, you can or-
ganize, un-dupe, and convert your comic books. The Library Organizer script is the Editors’ choice in this group.

-

The Library Organizer script allows for a highly

customized user-specified organization (rename/

Library copy/move) of the selected books and/or the
Organizer \indows explorer folders.

P

The Library Organizer provides options for organizing your comic
book files into folders, as well as renaming your files.

The Library Organizer also has its own project page. Here you can
find more information regarding the advanced use of this script, as o
well as download the latest version. Kt o - =T

To open the Library Organizer, select a book (or
a batch of books) and either click the yellow icon
on the library browser toolbar, or Right-click >
- ” Automation - Library Organizer. The Configura-
= tion dialog will open up.
@ {<publisher=}\Main Series\{<format>}\{<series>} {{<volumeD:}} ‘
Folder Structure:
Overview
Preview: E\Comics\Thomas Melson'Main Series\Trade Paper Back'The Man Called Cash ~
v Select the profilefs) to be used:
Files [] Space inserted fields automatically Folder Seperator
Text Fields | Number Fields | Yes/No Fields | Mutiple Value Fields | Calculated Values | Search| |D? Main Series
Prefix Suffix Prefic Suffic =
Folders e e A Setes |06 Limited Series
s (N =0 | N B R ™ 05 GN/TPB/0S
ML (e ][] [ [Wenweas| |
i cty
nguage lain Character |m Cmmw
ad el ] [
Options |ﬂ3 5G
- | [ seres || | | | | Seres Group | | |
Profile
L ToEns Nyl 1 I -l 1 S
% Profile Action ~ e
You may need different structures for different
You must first manually set the Base Folder which would serve as the destination categories of books. Once you have defined the
for the files being copied/moved. The next two tabs of the configuration dialog file/folder structure, you can save it as a profile for
provide options for folder organization and file naming. These tabs contain a num- quick use next time. You can save as many profiles
ber of metadata buttons that you will recognize from that in the Info dialog. Using as you need. You can also export profiles for
these metadata buttons, you can design your directory/file structure. Making backup or for sharing.
\ rules is an optional step. The Rules tab has the Folder Rules & the metadata rules. y

Duplicates C iﬂ. ¢ )
. Manager ';’:',-’,Z'fess" Move Files
Remove duplicate comic books with Convert selected comic books to Move all selected comic book files to
just a single click! (Read the wiki) fileless entries a chosen folder
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Smart list Scripts are a special category of scripts that can be used only with smart lists. On creating a new smart

list, the Edit Smart List dialog box pops up. It contains a metadata field called User Scripts. Scripts used in accord-
ance with this field are called Smart list Scripts.

This script displays unread or partially read comics where the previous issue in the )
series has been completely read. Just select the smart list in the sidebar, and you
now get all comic books where the previous issue has been completely read.

Next Issues
to Read
Name: |Naxt lssues To Read Hz‘
Set the metadata field m Match of the following rules on Library vl Set the instruction field
(first drop-down menu) to @ -] sersoms v [Nt ssues o read M ERRL | (second drop-down menu)
User Scripts to Next Issue To Read
o [ o [ Rw |

The script ignores any comic book that has been opened till the first 3 pages. This comes in useful when you are in the
habit of opening up newly added comic books just to get a look at them. Comic books that have been read further than

3 pages are considered by the script partially read, and therefore displayed. However, you can change the number of
pages to be ignored by editing the New Comics.py file.

\. J
q This is a smart list script that pulls comics that have any pages marked with the en-
tered type. The page type can be specified from any of the ones present in the pages
context menu.
pages marked
Mame: |Eooks With Pages Marked “z‘
) Next to the instruction
Set the metadata field |I| Match of the following rules on Library v] field is the option text
(first drop-down menujto @, ....... < ] [ User Serpts | [Books wih pages mark v | [Delted [[+3- -1 - @ box. Here you write the
User Scripts _ Page type. Click Ok once
Previous : | 0K | ‘ Cancel ‘ | Ppply | you are done
Set the instruction field (second drop-
down menu) to Books with pages marked
\. J
_ ! Series Count Is Proposed
Files Not Found Values
Find books where the files are not Pull series based on how many Find comic books that contain
found on the drive issues it contains

proposed values
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Info Panel Scripts are a special category of scripts that can be used only with the Info Panel. The Info Panel is
an ‘optional’ panel that opens in the browser, using either the Browse menu, or by clicking the Info Panel dock-
ing grip at the bottom of the browser window. However, the Info panel doesn’t show up till any Info panel script
is enabled. Here we detail the currently popular Info Panel scripts.

' Shows most of the available metadata of the se-
Batman and Rob

é‘ lected book(s) in the Info Panel, without requir- {eisera]

i ing to invoke the Info dialog. With the info panel DC Comics, 5/2013
Series enabled and the series info panel script installed, i

[nfa Panel select a comic book (or a group of comic books). e

The Info Panel will show almost all the available metadata in a visu- LRt

ally elegant manner. R e BRI ANRCEn s orme g

®EQUIEM

Skin: Small Vertical

Default
. | Small Vertical
£ ﬁdd“SmaIl Vertical (Fages)

7 Cover |Small Wide v
lssues Small Wide (Pages)
=
Missing lssues Summary
Duplicated lssues Book Collection Status
Num of books Review
Read -
Mext to Read Writer
- Penciller
[] Community Rating Inker
[] Files Format Colorist
[] Format Letterer
"Heartbreaking.
Add Separator Add Separator
From CBR:

Up | Down Up | Down This is one of the saddest single comic
books I'wve read. It's a gutcheck that
warrants reflection and s athy. This

Hide empty fields Hide empty fields e aar g MELSTERLE S
delivered a stunning issue Zfocused on
. s the assin of &a character and the
Nurm of first pages: 0 IZI ccpm§ of g!:huse left behind and he
E‘:‘P‘?O iig the fist Sows dowiz ibe nf Z:z;;ﬁ::e:g:lg:ea: stresk of post-mortem
5/8™
OK || Cancel | aad o
| rivirirle  deededed
. . ) . . Writer: Peter . Tomasl
The Series Info Panel can be easily configured to suit your needs. To open the options . i elrl Pe e'k Glomas'
. . . . . . iller: tri
window, from the Main menu, go to File menu > Automation - Series Info Panel Options. e:m ol a rl': a0
You can select the metadata fields you wish to be displayed in the Info panel (series view & ket MicxGray
issue view). The Skins drop-down menu lets you choose from a number of skins. The Series Ealonst: dohnKalisz
Letterer: Taylor Esposito

Info Panel can display any number of pages from the selected comic book in the form of a
filmstrip at the bottom of the panel. SeeiinGomicVine

LCoverFlow
Info Panel

Display a coverflow of the selected CoverFlow is an animated, three dimensional graphical user interface for visually flipping through thumbnails of
selected comic books. You can browse the Coverflow using the mouse wheel scroll or left/right keys. Clicking on a
comic book opens it in the reader window.

comics in the Info Panel
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These scripts enhance the basic functionality of ComicRack to give you more functions, many of which could well
have been in-built by default. But, as not all users would choose all of them, so we have made the scripts, and
you can choose your pick. These include automatic backups, getting RSS feeds of new comics, and many more.

Weekly Comic Releases gets
you the latest RSS feeds about
the new comics coming out

Weekly Comic cach week. You can filter the

Releases results by date, title or pub-

lisher. The blacklist function excludes results
from unwanted publishers is there. You can also
export the comic list to a text file or to fileless
comic entries in your ComicRack library. To open
the script, from the Main menu, go to File menu
- Automation -> Weekly Comic Releases

From the preferences dialog, you can choose to turn off the Price,
Cover and Publisher columns in the right pane of the weekly comic
releases window.

[ Publisher

Title:

IMAGE COMICS

Happy #4 (Of 4)(Cover A Darick Robertson)

IMAGE COMICS

Happy #4 (Of 4)(Cover B Frank Quitsly)

IMAGE COMICS

It Gil And The Atomics #7

IMAGE COMICS

Revival #7

IMAGE COMICS

Saga #10

IMAGE COMICS

Saga #8 (2nd Printing Variant Cover)

[ Pefornces |
Fitering

IMAGE COMICS

Spawn #228 (Cover A Todd McFarane)

IMAGE COMICS

Spawn #228 (Cover B Todd McFarane)

IMAGE COMICS

Super Dinosaur Volume 3 TP

IMAGE COMICS

Tales From Beyond Scince HC (Limited Edition)esolicted)

IMAGE COMICS

Tales From Beyond Science TP

IMAGE COMICS

Thief Of Thieves #12

Publishers Select All | | Deselect Al
[] COMIC SHOP NEWS

[] COMIXTRIBE

["] DARK HORSE COMICS

[] DC COMICS

[[] DEVILS DUE ENTERTAINMENT

[] DRAWN AND QUARTERLY

[C] DYNAMITE ENTERTAINMENT

[] GUMEY COMICS

HAPPY MEDIUM PRESS
oW PUELISHING

OMIC!
KENZER AND COMPANY
MANUSCRIPT PRESS

MARVEL COMICS

OMI PRESS v

L0000 000Doooood

Rss feed is copyright(c)

Todd The Ugliest Kid On Earth #1 {Of 4)(2nd Printing Variant Cover)

Ve igned Variant Cover)
Add "IMAGE COMICS" to blacklist

Add Selected Publishers to Black List
Export Selected

Charles LePage @ Comiclist.com under: Creative Commans Attributid

/

Y

n With

N

o) not recognizing that file type.

This script allows you to extend ComicRack by adding your own “Open With” program short-
cut to the right click Automation menu. Add as many items as you need by running it multi-
ple times. When you are choosing file types, be SURE that the program you select will handle
those file types, otherwise the program will probably give you a nasty error message about

\

Valid file types:

From the main menu select File -> Automation -> Build ‘Open
With’ Menu Item... . The script will prompt you for a label and

Browse Books b | g Extract First Page
Show in List » |& Library COrganizer
Export Books » |& Library Organizer (Quick)
| Automation » | & Move eComics...
[[] CBZand ZIP [[] CBR and RAR. | Reveal Book in Explorer Ctrl+G CDisplayEx
E gg;r::j ;,I—QH L1 POF [ CopyData Ctrl+C Open with Directory Opus
[] Paste Data... Ctrl+V | Open with WinRAR
Clear Data Priat
v Add Series to Pull List

Right click on a comic book, select Automation, and you'll see “Open With Some-

thing You Typed”.

\. the comic book file types you want to allow be used y
Backu Create
Manag’e’r Combined Script Extract All Pages

Automatically back up your
ComicRack database

Create a new script that executes sev-

eral scripts one after the other

xtract all the pages of a comic book t
a user specified folder
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Chapter 10: Web Comics

PR, PR, 3 &

If you like to read
comics published on
a website, ComicRack
can download, save
and update them for
you. Read this chapter
to learn how!

— e —

Wating




ComicRack supports Web Comic (.CBW) files. A CBW file loads the comic pages from the official site of the web
comic. The CBW file itself will contain no image files. With Web Comics, ComicRack can read comics directly
from web pages and display them as if they were standard digital comic archives (CBR, CBZ). Web Comics can be
exported to other formats. If the definition supports it, a Web comic can update itself to add new pages (like for

daily or weekly comics).

¥ GoComics.com (3)

B GOCOMICS.

Web Comic Garfizid
2

Jien Davis

HER® NG LovE OuT
THE REST £F M
F W PEACE

‘Web Comic Wizard Of Id
pre

oy Ham

‘Web Comic Candonville -
)

Duamn Sall .

Where do I get CBW files?

Very simply, CBW files are just small XML files that can be edited using any text editor (like Notepad++). For additional
information on making Web comics, please read the article on the ComicRack wiki page. Here we focus on 3 common

(and easy) ways of getting web comics:

IC image g
n
’mﬁges.@msgigh; 1"? i
-9

of the
2.Com/g, omi $2Cong pay
’Cs/goiswge F the wep,
htmi COMic. For
T @y

WEB COMIC HELPER

This is the easiest way. The Web comic
helper is a script freely downloadable
from the ComicRack forum. Install the
script & enter the required links (as
instructed by the script dialogs) to make
the .CBW file for the web comic of your
choice. We discuss this script in detail on
the next page.
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COMICRACK FORUM

Just login to the ComicRack forum and go
to the Index of Web Comics. Our devel-
opers there have already posted a good
collection of Web comics that you can
download and use. New Web comics are
regularly posted and requests for specific
Web comics are entertained.

f ““i3bleg, \

WVars \
ahy

{fydri X S

S5
{Im‘iges}

TEMPLATES

A Web comic template can be easily
edited to make the Web comic of your
choice, which you can read (with daily
updates) from within ComicRack. Tem-
plates for Gocomics.com (a website that
contains a large number of daily comics)
and Onemanga.com (a website contain-
ing lots of manga) can be freely down-
loaded from the ComicRack forum.
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This script will allow you to easily read just about any web comic on the Internet
from within ComicRack. Read the entire archive without waiting for each page
to load, get automatic updates for new pages, and, of course, view and manage
your web comics just like any other e-comic. Just download the script and install
it. Go to File -> Automation, and then select Webcomic Helper. Follow the on-

screen instructions and the script will make the CBW file.

Sy 4im| Page URLs

Enter the URLs of the first webcormic page, the imzge on that page and the URL of the
second page

JIE"

‘ﬂmking

LA

||| S o b [

A

e || o . w—

R ————

Bl T el A ——
w

vt
| Sowm

e

| e
L] Carca oy

IEN

Enter any desired information

First Page URL: ritp.//wwew remindblog.com,/2009/11/03/remind-spread-1/

Enter here the enfie ur of the very first page of the webcomic. For cxample:
Http:/wvw gianttp com/Comics /oots 0001 himl

Image URL. htp://www remindblog.com/comics/2009-11-034rtro jog

the very first page of

i of th . For example:
hﬁp//wwwg artip com/cormics mages/octs0001 g

Second Page URL: ftp: //www remindblog com/2009/11/04 remind-spread-1-2/

Enter here the enfire ur of the second page of the webcomic. For example.
Http:/ww. gianttp com/Comics foots(002 himl

Retrieving first page source:

Webcomic Name: |reMind

Wiiter: | Jason Brubaker Penciller: | Jason Brubaker

s T
P—

Summary:

1eMIND is  mystical, scifi about faith. love and brain transplartation

Sona thefhouse keevef ataseaside ol dnlhng town loses her cat. Vituds, Evenone bames the
he loc which a myth created by her lete father to generate
o e o B e vl unmeaedw.aums and has the brain of  strange inteligent

<Back Next >

Enter the URLs

i e Dk s tha Tk Limstamat
e ]

Wirmie & Loty
i ot T
e || B
Punsgn
e Dot ) ez
P BT
| R =
= =Tk
G L g P et
P

Success

The webcomic file has been created and added into ComicRack

Open WebComic in ComicRack

Click Finish

Let the script retrieve the page sources

L& web ComicreMIND B3 4

Fill in the metadata

- - | |- - @ 100% - € None - (]~ [E3 [

CHAPTER
Senja’s Stery

Library | Folders | | Pages

B-

B8 views - =) Mone - %] Mone -

@ Page Filter -

| & | Web Comic reMIND |3 [108 Page(s) [l

You can now read the web comic!
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ComicRack treats Web comics just like standard eComics. All features of ComicRack have the same level of func-
tionality for Web comics as well. The only difference is that reading a Web comic is dependent upon the speed
of your internet connection. This also depends upon the total number of Web comics in your collection, the in-
ternet cache size, and the dates from which the Web comics begin (overall size of a Web comic). In most cases,
however, the individual pages of a Web comic are rather small in size & get updated very quickly.

Bt Tm Over 71 - Lookback. B 4

1| Mew Cusstoen List
+ Esmart Lists B
| € My Favarites [

[ Recently Added ga
[y Recently Read oum ||
[ Never Read BB | |MextTownOver®1-|  Mext Town Cver 23 - et Town Cver 235 -
[£4 Feading aa || Lonkhack Whiskey Bend Intermission: Snake

(6 ead B!l
Heves Readk 18 Boeks / 231,35 M - DAProjects\inDesign| CRW Mal Fext Tewn O

1 Lookh 5 Page(s)

Drag-and-drop any CBW file into the Browser to add it to the ComicRack
library. Double-click it from the browser to open it in the reader window
as the pages get downloaded. If your file is in the Library, then the page at
which you have stopped reading the web comic should be remembered so
the next time you open the web comic, this last page should be displayed
instead of the first page.

@caw Sin Titulo | 24 |2 33 Pagefs) ||

Background Tasks
Task State:
Create Thumbnails
. Create thumbnail for page 29in file "Sin Titulo.chw” Running
. Create thumbnail for page 28 in file "Sin Titulo.chw” Running
% Create thumbnail for page 20in file 'Sin Tiulo cbw® Waiting
% Create thumbnail for page 26in file *Sin Tiulo chw® Running
% Create thumbnail for page 27in file *Sin Titulo.cow’ Running
Create Pages
& Get page 26in file 'Sin Titulo cbw’ Runring
& Get page 27in file 'Sin Titulo cw’ Runring
& Get page 28in file 'Sin Titulo cbw’ Runring
& Get pags 29in file 'Sin Titulo cbw’ Running
9 Tasks are pending Abort all User Tasks -
Close

While a Web comic is updating, clicking on the Pending background
tasks indicator reveals the pages getting downloaded.

U Caw 5o Tk = Ak - @ 0 - None - (-3 |l

Locking Shead, T can ez 8
Fighre feated beweats @ tree

T call oot 8 greeling, ok the I T b fo gtay foetd
Fliics a6 my bady walks wy.

Double-clicking any web comic (.CBW file) from Windows Explorer opens
it directly in the ComicRack reader and starts displaying the pages as they
are downloaded from the web. The Status bar shows the name of the open
Web Comic, the current page, & the page count of the open book.

Summary | Details | Plot & Notﬂl Custom I Pages I Colors |

Web Comic reMind
Jason Brubaker/Jason Brubaker

reMIND is a mystical, sci-fi about faith, love
and brain transplantation.

Sonja. the lighthouse keeper at a seaside ol
drilling town, loses her cat, Victuals.

Everyone blames the Lizard Man, the local
boogeyman, which Sonja knows is a myth
created by her late father to generate

interest in the town. Butwhen Victuals
unexpectedly returns and has the brain of a..

mE

Type: eComic (WebComic)/1.55kE My Rating: |

Pages: 2/3Fagels) Community Rating: |

Where: D:\Projects\nDesign\CRW Manual 05143-05168\Comics\reMind.chw

hittp:/www remindblog com

Previous Next OK | Cencel || Aoy

Just like with normal comic book archives, you can open up the Info dialog
for Web Comics, and view and edit their metadata.
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As Web comics link to comics from web pages, they need to be regularly updated to keep reading the latest

pages.

There are 2 ways to update:

1. Manual Updates: From the File Menu - Update Web comics

2. Automatic Updates: From Preferences —> Behavior > Starting ComicRack - Select the option Update Web
comics. This way, ComicRack will check & download all updates for all your Web comics on startup.

T4 Ney, Teb

0
Pen Remote 17,

=12 new Bocy,

= Aty

o ——J#] [res

!

Use this option in the File Menu to
manually update your web comics.

Check this option in the Behavior tab of the
Preferences dialog to get automatic updates

Task

.U Pdate Wey, Comies

—_—

=g Web Comig W

= Come e League:

N\

If you wish to save a Web comic for offline reading, just export it to a
place on your computer. The Export eComics function works for Web
comics with exactly the same functionality as it does for regular eCom-
ics. Please note that the Web comic would be exported only till the last
page that has been retrieved from the net. While exporting Web com-
ics, it is not recommended to delete the original pages after export,
as ComicRack would have to download them again if you re-update it.

You can view the current status
of the web comic update in the
pending background tasks indi-
cator. Once the Web comic has
been updated with new pages,
you will see the red star state in-
dicator on the web comic thumb-
nail in the browser. The number is
the number of new pages. Once
the new pages are read, the red
stars disappear.

From the Details tab of the Info dialog, you can choose whether to include
a particular Web Comic in the updates or not.

browse Books

3

| Reveal Book in Explorer

Show in List v
| Export Books » |E] ExportBooks..  CuleShifteE |
Automation 4 Export with Previous  Ctrl+Alt+E
Cirl+ G

Right-click the Web comic from the browser and go to the Export eComics
option. Choose your preset, or use options in the export dialog to fine-
tune the export process to your choice.

Convert to CBZ

J
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Richard s Libranv

Refresh List

You can access
remote comic book
libraries of your
friends and family
using the network
sharing features of
ComicRack. You can
even share your
database with others!

Open Remote Libr —
= B < |

Private List Password:




Using the network sharing functionality of ComicRack, you can open the shared library of other ComicRack us-
ers over the internet. In this section, we explain how to work with remote libraries, while the next section will
focus on sharing your own library with other ComicRack users. Please follow the copyright laws for file sharing

in your region.

Description

Comics en Espariol

Psys Library

Click on the Open Remote Library option
either from the File menu, or from the Tools
menu.

File Edt Browse Display  Help
[ - ||~ - @ 100% ~ € None ~ () - [53] [
Quick Open
~
¥ Reading

¥ Recently Read

Do [ om
Library | ¢ bz B3| Folders A-
Libria
Comics en Espafiol
[ )
L] -
B
.
Retrieving the shared Library from the Server
Carncel
None [NA [NA @ .:

[} OpenfFile. Ctrl+0
Close Ctrl+X Liblary Address:
Close All Crl+Shift+X
| MNewTab Ctrl+T Name
Add Folder to Library... Ctrl+ Shift+A Internet Shares
Scan Book Folders Ctrl+ Shift+S [E& Frank's Library
#  Update Web Comics Ctrl Shift=W Happy Ghoul's Lib...
BH  Synchronize Devices homce's Library
& Tasks.. Ctrls Shift+ T [B&JP's Library
Autormation 3 E Libria
) ) MegaLibrary
Mew fileless Book Entry..  Ctrl+5Shift+MN L
) ) . Mompheus's Library
Mew fileless Book Series...  Ctrl+ Shift+F3 B o
Psy's Library
Open Remote Library... Ctrl+Shift+R Richard's Library
Open Books ‘E‘hhlb
Recent Books 3
Restart Ctrl+Shift+C
Exit Ctrl+Q

Private List Password: ’

Lok ]

|| 5C Enteraiment Essental Graphic Novels And Crro... B3 *«-»-|[]

The Open Remote Library dialog will open. The names and description of available libraries can be seen.
Also seen are the Edit and Export properties for the shared libraries. Please note that the icon indicates
a password-protected library, for which you’ll have to contact its user through the ComicRack forum.

9,—0

@ 100% - € None ~|() - 53] | [

. Ubrary B3 Ubria B3| Folders | |1 Pages 8-
5|08 A D€ @-2-0-4-E-cam [@ - searchan |
@ L‘b”"' DC Entertainment

~ [EIDC Comies i G
» [Eicasicos Novels And Chronology
» EiNew 52 Ryan Sook
» EMarvel Comics Books 1
» E)Clasicos Opened: 1
» EMarvel Now D
» [Eiindependientss
DAran Maore
Varios: 1 Book / 123.41 MB - & \ DC Entertainment Essential Graphic Novels And Chmnolugy [4 |63 Page(s) {I @

Double-click on any library name, and ComicRack will try to connect to the server
to get information about the shared library. The Shared library opens up in the
Browser Tab Bar next to the Library tab, and it tries to open connection to the

remote server. If the library is password-protected, you will be asked to enter the

password to retrieve the library.

The remote library will load in the Browser Tab Bar next to the Library tab.
Double-clicking on any comic book will retrieve it from the user’s library and
open it in the Reader. The time taken to completely download the comic book
depends on your internet speed and the file size. The remote library supports all
the functions of ComicRack, just like your library. Group, arrange, stack, reorder,
recolor, search shared comic books just like you would do for the regular ones.
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Now that you have learned how to access other users’ shared libraries, you will definitely like to share your own
library with your family and friends. We will now discuss how you can do this with ComicRack. This functionality
has a slightly different set up if used within a LAN or over the Internet.

To enable network sharing, go to Edit menu = Preferences = Libraries tab - Sharing section = Click Add Share.
Here you can also select if you want to share your complete library or only selected lists. You can also select to
make your library password protected (recommended) or editable.

Share selected
reading lists or all

Choose a name & (mean-
ingful) description for your

your library.

library.

MFoH&s I Scanning I Diaﬂay| Sharing |:.SenrerSettngs|

Look for local Book Shares

Connect automatically

E Admin’s Library

Shared Mame: |Mminh Library

Diescription: |

[l Mew Custom List

[ [ES15mart Lists E E
EM:,' Favorites ﬂ
[] [ Recently Added ||

[ [ Recently Read || |
O ENever Read l l
[l Eﬂeading l E
[ [ Read B

O Eﬁlesto update l l
[ 1 5 Temnorany ists

lSham Selected W | Settings

[ [ tbrary [ [58Y >: JES

[] Require Password:

[] Share on the Intemst
[ Private

[] Clients can edit Books
[] Clients can export Books

Page Quality:
Thumb Quality:

Click the Add/Remove Share
button to add/remove mul-
tiple libraries. New shares
appear in tabs alongside the
open library.

Choose a good password (recom-
mended). Decide if you would
like to keep your share private.
Choose whether you would like

) clients to have editing & export
privileges. Please note that if ex-
port is not allowed, they won’t be
able to save the comic books.

Drag the slider to increase
or decrease the page quality
@ &the thumb quality of the
comic books in your shared
library.

If you are sharing your library over the network, you will see a round icon at the extreme right of the Status Bar;
this is the Server Statistics button, clicking which will open the Server Statistics tab of the Tasks Dialog display-
ing all the detailed server statistics for your shared library.

There Is no way for a user to request th
shared name. This is only possible if yo

back your password to those you wish.

for your shared library. This way other users can P

e password to your library unless he recognizes your
u use your ComicRack forum username as the name
M you on the forum, and you could reply
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The configuration needed for sharing a ComicRack library over (~  Typically when
the internet depends on how you connect to the internet. You | omicRackstarts for the
: first time, you're presented
can, for example, connect to the net simply by attaching an ex- | witha pop-up window ask- o ==
. ing if you want to allow or - T ————

ternal modem to your desktop. Alternatively, you may be con- |, o its access. Chock Allow | ===
necting via a router. Here we discuss these scenarios, along with | access to allow ComicRack | “ssmsssmimmiss

. . to communicate on both SR .
the steps required to share your library. \ private & public networks. e o |

» Sharing via a modem &

£
The following steps are required for enabling network sharing for ComicRack @< ST }‘}
for a PC connecting to the internet via a dial-up / DSL / cable modem: _ o O o @

1.
2.

hw

If the computer sharing the library is behind a router, you will need to follow b
these steps:
1.

Nouksw

Allow ComicRack access to your firewall %
Enable network sharing, via Edit menu - Preferences —> Libraries tab -
Sharing section - Click Add Share

Choose from all the options as described earlier, and click Ok.

Restart ComicRack

Now your ComicRack is ready for sharing your library over the internet. Users who would like to access your
library have to follow the steps outlined in the Opening remote libraries section of this chapter.

Sharing via a router

inlemet  Modem

. L R \' Weoless
) i Y1a e
) ,

Y
1)
vovwss <,

Go to the Router configuration, to a section called “Port Forwarding” (or -

similar, varies across brands) o

Create a new port forwarding for the port 7612 TCP, so that the External port 7612 is forwarded to the IP of
the computer sharing the library. For example, if the IP of the computer sharing the library behind the router
is 192.168.0.5, you will need to forward port 7612 TCP to 192.168.0.5:7612.

Allow ComicRack access to your firewall

Enable network sharing, via Edit menu - Preferences - Libraries tab - Sharing section - Click Add Share
Choose from all the options as described earlier, and click Ok.

Restart ComicRack

Now your ComicRack is ready for sharing your library over the internet. To connect to this shared library,
other users have to open ComicRack on their computer and go to File &> Open Remote Library. Enter the
external IP address of the router. If the port forward is done correctly, they should see a new tab appear with
the shared library name.

y and a slow connection, your clients may encounter errors
try sharing only part of the library
- Click

If you have a very large librar . o
when they try to access your shared library. If it app.ens, . / .
instead, by going into Edit menu = Preferences —> Libraries tab = Sharing section

Share selected lists (instead of Share All).
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ComicRack 1.64 and up support putting your library into a shared SQL server. For now only the book information
is stored in the SQL server. Smart lists and configurations are stored in the local user profile. This is an experi-
mental and advanced feature and requires some knowledge on how to setup SQL servers. MySQL and Microsoft
SQL servers are currently supported. All ComicRacks accessing the shared database MUST have the same (latest)

version.

Why use a shared database?

ComicRack by default stores the database into a local file named ‘ComicDb.xml’. This file is loaded when starting
up, and regularly saved in the background when data changes. This means that it is possible to lose data when
your system fails, as the saving is not done immediately after changes to the data occur. Also it is not possible to
share this database with other users. Every user (on the same system or network) has to maintain his/her own
database. Using a shared database solves all these problems. Users can share a library and changes get saved to
the database immediately.

Setting up your SQL server

As always, before playing around: MAKE A BACKUP OF COMICDB.XML!
You need to create an empty database with full access rights on your server. Usually you would create a new user
(let’s say comicrack) and a new database on your server (let’s say comicdb):

Mysql
For mysql, considering 192.168.100.3 the address where you have comicrack running, you could do the follow-
ing to set up the database and user. Bold shows commands you have to type:

mysql -u root -p
Enter password:

(type the root user password for mysql)

mysql> CREATE DATABASE “comicdb”;

Query OK, 1 row affected (0.00 sec)

mysql> CREATE USER “comicrack’@®”192.168.100.3” IDENTIFIED BY “PASSWORD”;
Query OK, O rows affected (0.00 sec)

mysqgl> GRANT USAGE ON *.* to “comicrack’@®”192.168.100.3” IDENTIFIED BY “PASSWORD~”;
Query OK, O rows affected (0.00 sec)

mysql> GRANT ALL PRIVILEGES ON comicdb.* TO “comicrack’®”192.168.100.37;
Query OK, O rows affected (0.00 sec)

mysgl> exit

Bye

On comicrack.ini, you should then add:

|DataSource=mysql:Server=192.168.100.5; Uid=comicrack; Pwd=PASSWORD; Database=comicdb;

If you use MySQL add the following line to your comicrack.ini file

|DataSource=mysql:Server=your_server; Uid=your_user; Pwd=your_user_password; Database=your_database name; |

Should you use a Microsoft SQL server (this sample uses integrated security)

|DataSource=mssql:Data Source=your_data_source; Initial Catalog=your_catalog_name; Integrated Security=True |

The first time you start ComicRack with these new settings ComicRack will create the structure in the database,
copy all your local entries to the database (this can take some time) and delete your local database.
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Now that you

have read all the ba-
sics, it’s time to jump
into some advanced
features. Here we also
give solutions to some
common queries often
asked by many users.



The ComicRack.ini file is the advanced configuration file for ComicRack. It is located in the install location of
ComicRack (usually C:\Program Files\ComicRack). You can change the settings by uncommenting (remove the
semicolon ‘;’ before the key word) the required line. ComicRack.ini changes are not kept between updates, be-
cause if you re-install ComicRack, the original ini file gets overwritten with the default settings. However, you can
put a ComicRack.ini file in PROGRAMDATA%\cyo\comicrack or %APPDATA%\cyo\comicrack. You don’t need
a full file there, just the settings you change. The file in your %appdata% folder will override any conflicting op-

tions. This way, the settings will not revert to defaults when installing a new ComicRack version.

w Change Caption

T —
The caption is the text you see below the thumbnail & tiles in the Browser window. " Series

Ven -
The default style of the caption is: Format/series/title/volume/number/year/month [923;;"'20 13 23
/4)

If you wish to change it, just open the comicrack.ini and look for this line:
; Format of eComic captions

ComicCaptionFormat = [{format} J[{series}][ - {title}][ {volume}][ #{number}][ ({year}[/{month}])]

Alter it to what you wish to change, for example:
ComicCaptionFormat = [{series}][ - {title}][ #{number}][ ({year}[/{month}])]

or
ComicCaptionFormat = {filename}
K This will also change how eComic titles are displayed in the library view, as well as the titles in the open tabs. )

v For low-powered PCs

v Changing QuickOpen

If you want to change the number of lists displayed in You can also try to tweak ComicRack for your low
the QuickOpen box, just change the value at the end powered system. Write the following line into your
of the following line in your ComicRack.ini file: ComicRack.ini:
; QuickOpenListSize = 10 TextureManagerOptions = BigTexturesAsl6Bit
You can also hide the default smart lists in the You can also try to reduce/expand the size of texture
QuickOpen box by changing this option to ‘true’: memory available with the line:
; ReplaceDefaultListsInQuickOpen = false MaxTextureMemoryMB = Your Graphics card Memory

If your C drive is short on space, you can change
where the Temp and Cache files are stored. You can
do this two ways: via a command switch or changing

the ComicRack.ini file.

You can change the default value of days a Book date is
treated as ‘recent’ by changing this line:
; IsRecentlnDays = 14
Locate these lines in the comicrack.ini: L . .
: TempPath = Similarly, the completion percentage where eComic is

- CachePath = treated as ‘Read’ can be changed by altering these:

. . ; IsReadCompletionPercentage = 95
Remove the ; character and put in the full paths - “IsNotReadCompletionPercentage = 10

K after the = sign. J K J

ComicRack Manual | 6th Edition

Chapter 12: Tips & Tricks




ComicRack supports a number of command-switches
that modify its default configuration to the one speci-
fied by the user. Please note that ComicRack will follow

the command parameter only when it is run from this

shortcut that you have created. If you do not want the

switch, simply run it from the default shortcut.

Q). Q) G———

| General | Shortaut |

o
Target type:
Target location: ComicRack

ibili | File Hashes I Security | Dela\ls‘

ComicRack

Application

Target

Startin: |"C:\Progmm Files\ComicRack\Scripts" |

Shortcut key: |None |

Run: | Normal window v |
Comment: | |
Open File Location ‘ | Change lcon... | | Advanced... |

o

(Command-line Switch? |

A command-line switch (also known as a command line parameter,
flag, or an option) is an indication by a user that a computer program
should change its default output. For example, in the OpenVMS
operating system, the command directory is used to list the ﬁle§
inside a directory.When the user simply types directory, it will list
only the names of the files. By adding the option /owner (to form
the command directory/owner), the user can instruct the directory
u:ommand to also display the ownership of the files.

-/

| General | Shorteut | Compatibity | File Hashes | Securty | Detals |

ﬁ} ComicRack ssc

Target type:
Target location: ComicRack

Application

Target:

\Program Files\ComicRack\ComicRack exs" sscl

Startin: |"C:\Prcgmm Files“ComicRack \Scripts"” |

Shorteut key: |None |

Run: | Normal window v |
Comment: | |
Open File Location ‘ | Change Icon... | | Advanced... |

o

o

\-

General | Shortout |

iviity | File Hashes | Security | Detais |

ﬁ} ComicRack ssc

Target type
Target location: ComicRack

Application

Target:

Startin: |"C:\Prcgmm Files“ComicRack \Scripts"” |

Shortcut key: |Nune |

Fun: [ Norml window v
Comment: | |
Open File Location | | Change Icon... | | Advanced... |

=

Make a shortcut to ComicRack.exe, or copy & paste

a pre-existing shortcut. Right-click on this new short-

cut, and click Properties.
Identify the Target field. The default target reads:
C:\Program Files\ComicRack\ComicRack.exe

Add the command switch at the end of the default
target (after the “ mark, put a space and write the
command). The command switch should follow the
format listed in the table below.
Save this new shortcut by clicking Ok.

In this example, we add the -ac [Config Name]

command-switch to the target field. We write doc for
the [Config Name] field, so the switch reads -ac doc.
Starting ComicRack from this shortcut brings on the
default ComicRack window with an empty library.

Command Description

-ac [ConfigName]

-cp [CachePath]

-cdb

-db [Path to Database]
-dbr

-dfv

-dso
ing startup
-hwd

-hwf
-Im [Value in MB]

=SSC

-ws [workspace name]

To force a different cache path

To force a different database path (e.g. shared databases)

Disable Broadcast: Switch to turn off network broadcasting

Disables any OpenGL support

To limit the memory ComicRack uses

Force ComicRack to use this workspace setting at startup

Disable Folders View: to disable Folders View (if not needed or wanted)

ConfigName is the name for the new configuration space. It will be initially empty (like after a fresh install).

To force a database consolidation (instead of the default consolidation every 50th run)

Disable Script Optimization: Scripts are always reloaded when executed. Otherwise they are compiled once dur-

Forces ComicRack to use OpenGL (even if no hardware acceleration is available)

Show Script Console: With this you get a look at all your script output (good for debugging messages)
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If more than one user is using a ComicRack install on a single PC, they would like to have their own reading stats,
lists and ratings. ComicRack has the capability to support (with a few limitations) multiple shared databases on
a single PC. You would need to know about the Command-line switches supported by ComicRack. There are two
ways of having more than one library on a single PC. You can either make multiple configurations, or change the

database path. Both of these are detailed below.

¥ Make new configuration

Start comicrack with the -ac CONFIGNAME parameter. This will create a
subfolder in your Comicrack Appdata folder, and everything will be like a
fresh install (including your preferences, lists, etc.). Make as many more
copies as the number of libraries you need. Rename each one to the
name of your library. You need to launch the program at least once for
the appdata folder to be created.

If you ever want to delete one of them, just delete the relative folder
from
%appdata%/Roaming/cYo/Comicrack/configurations

If you want to delete the ‘main’ library, remove everything BUT the con-
figuration folder from %appdata%/Roaming/cYo/Comicrack/

You *could* share the library file by using the -db command line switch
or setting it in comicrack.ini. But because ComicRack reads the database
only at startup and then only writes changes back, you’ve to make sure
that no two copies of ComicRack run at the same time or you would lose
changes.
With the -db database switch you can start ComicRack with a different
database. This way two ComicRacks can use the same database file (with
the described limitations).

You can also set this in ComicRack.ini by changing the database path.

Look for this line in the comicrack.ini file:
; DatabasePath =

Remove the ‘;’ and set a new directory for it to store the database file

N\

y stays on despite the complete uninstall.

e the ComicDb.xml file (and the
t00). This will completely remove

)) | tried to uninstall ComicRack, but the old librar

Go to %appdata%/Roaming/ch/ComicRack and remov
ComicDb.xml.bak file, if you want to get rid of the backup,

the old library.
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Many users like to run ComicRack from a portable location, like an external hard drive. This is useful in many sce-
narios, the most common being the ability to use the same Comicrack database on multiple systems. Just make
sure that the portable drive is mapped to the same driver letter on every machine. A portable install needs just
the altering of a line in the ComicRack.ini file. Here are the steps to do this:

o Install ComicRack to the portable location you
want.

Edit the ComicRack.ini file in the directory.
Remove the ‘;’ from the line:

; UselocalSettings

= true

Run the ComicRack.exe from the portable
location. This should create a new database,
settings and cache in the installation directory
(\ComicRack\Data\). Please note that you
may need to Run as Administrator for
ComicRack.exe after changing the .ini file.

3)

N\

7 $PROGR Ig’f’;ric ack, 1ny | F&Y oy,
: , 2 ATR in
With Juse ., Prpa < A% cyo\\CO . 1
* When i‘lqralile try Jy-,c:Y Onicl’er:k Tack or
<L i oy ke
n . Lo
L, Comicp, “hang .
~~~~~~ Versy 13 g
Ge'le ~~~~~ 1lon ay Sa
A%ral gen,.. TTee Ctin|
Sftings L. e
/: - Ngs f£op oy Comgop "=
N CRECA ~~~~~~~~
‘U Tung  TTTeeell
seIdJcal i:‘)u Wang e
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Pach . True tabﬂsa/_,ert .
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The Local settings option makes all the settings and database files save to subfolders
within the install folder. So regardless of what computer you use it should use the
same files. Thus your settings and database remain the same.

Note that the ComicRack still needs .Net version 4 on whatever PC you use it on.

When you make ComicRack portable, it doesn’t copy over the database already there, it starts a new blank one.
So, if you are wishing for a fresh database, it is fine. However, if you already have a database as a regular install
of ComicRack, and now wish to make it portable AND retain the old database, here is what you need to do:

1. Backup the database

2. Make ComicRack portable by uncommenting UselLocalSettings = true in the ini file
3. Copy the entire ComicRack installation directory to you portable drive

4

¥ Reading comics on NAS

N\

So, you can’t run a portable ComicRack install from a NAS.

1. Putall your comics on a NAS.

2. You computer has to be running ComicRack, which must remain running for the sharing to
work. Once you close it the sharing stops.

3. That computer has to have the ports 7612 & 7613 open and forwarded. Then load the com-
ics (located on the NAS) into the library.

4. Configure the sharing options in the preferences menu of ComicRack.

5.

Once you have the sharing set up you should be able to access your library from any com-
puter on the same LAN and, assuming you set it up, from the internet as well.

Please note that although a NAS can run some simple apps, it can not run an operating system able to run ComicRack.

J

Open ComicRack and restore the database from the xml file you backed up in step 1

" NAS? )
Network-attached storage
(NAS) is a dedicated hard
disk storage device that is

set up with its own network
address and provides file-
based data storage services
to other devices on the
network. NAS systems are
networked appliances which
contain one or more hard
drives, often arranged into
logical, redundant storage
Eontainers or RAID.

_J
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Sometimes you may be faced with the unfortunate situation of having to format your computer, or simply move
on to a new system. As a regular user of ComicRack, you wouldn’t want to add all the metadata again, and make
all the lists & settings that you spent so much time on. Here we discuss the best ways to preserve your ComicRack
install between system formatting.

e |t is considered a good practice to convert all your books to
CBZ so that metadata can be stored in the archive itself. If you
enable writing of book info into files, ComicRack can save the
comic metadata inside CBZ files. However this is for CBZ (or
CB7) only. CBR files won’t have this information saved inside
the archive.

e The ComicBookDB.xml contains all the metadata. You can
easily export this file from ComicRack in the Preferences dialog.
Note however that this file uses absolute paths to determine
where the files are. If you don’t put your comics files in the
exact same place on the new system all the files will be marked
as missing.

e You can get automatic backups with the Backup Manager
script. You can create/restore backups manually by going to Make sure that you have enabled the ‘Allow writing of book

info into files’. Also, you can turn on ‘book files are updated
Edit -> Preferences -> Advanced and hit either backup or re-  automatically’, as ComicRack only saves the changes made
store database. Please note that the following features are not o the database on closing. If everything is in cbz and has

the metadata automatically updated then this is much less

backed up by the in-built backup manager: workspaces, list lay- of a crash/data loss if/when it happens.
out presets, options from preferences dialog & export presets.

\
- -
Make a copy of the entire %appdata%/cyo/comicrack directory. APpDat, " Roamjy, New,
If you made changes to ComicRack.ini in program files, then 9 ey, Comicg
make a copy of that too. ack
Copy the comics to the new computer and put them in the EX-| | Conf
ACT path they are in on the current one, meaning if they are at L Ser Yurations
c:/users/owned/comics on the current one, they need to be in o p.'ts
that location on the new system. The folder structure must be C' m"cDb
identical. = _'Om’fﬂb.xml.bak
‘ Vom’CDb'ﬁmI
o Install ComicRack on the new system. X c"'”"if:Db,xm,' ]
. i }fml,bak_ 5
Onflg L

o Copy the contents of %appdata%/cyo/comicrack to the %app-

" data%/cyo/comicrack directory on the new system (it may not ;:;; sa‘:j;f'i': jh*;'w;rézz'v‘:egngofgfzzs d':ei‘;s;::r:s y
be the same exact path if user name is different but that’s fine in hit nter. Backing up this ComicRack folder backs up
this case) and overwrite everything. If you need to, also put the  2bsolutely everything, including features not backed

K Lo . . up by the in-built database backup.
ComicRack.ini in the program files and overwrite the default).

J
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Sometimes ComicRack may show some books with a Red X icon . Users find that they can open the file fine and

read it in several other cbr/cbz readers. Many-a-times this is simply the case of users moving their files to another

location, say, an external hard drive. But sometimes, the fault may lie within the archives themselves.

If you see a big X in place of the cover image, it ap-
pears to be a case of corrupted archives, or even,
few corrupted image files in the archive. You need
to follow these steps to get the comic working:

1. Unpack archive to a different folder.

2. Repack archive and rename to EXACTLY as the parent
file.

3. Move and replace old file with new archive. ComicRack
now shows the actual pages instead of the giant red X.

4. If rearchiving doesn’t work, there may be some bad
JPEGs in the archive. Convert the pages (using a program
like XNview) from jpg to bmp back to jpg then rearchive
the file.

»

If your drive letters get
est way to fix this is open the comic

| chan,

ged the location of my main comics folder from E:\Comics to F:\Comics

ComicRack displays a small red X icon for all files
that it can’t locate. Here is what all you can do:

If you have moved the file to another location that is
included in the scan folders (Preferences dialog), then
you may simply restart Comicrack to re-scan at startup
& the file will be located in the scan.

Itis always considered a good practice to move files from
WITHIN ComicRack, using the Move eComics script.
Another option is to use the in-built Search and Replace
script on the filename within comicrack. It will re-point
the database to your new location. You only have to
search and replace the main folder as long as you don’t
change the folder structure.

Field: | Fie Path v|

Search:  Enter Old Path here |

Replace: ‘Eme( New Path here... |

changed, ComicRack faces problems locating these comics. The e:a\si-
db.xml in %APPDATA%\cyo\comicrack with a text editor

and replace all E:\ with F:\ or whatever your letters are.

ComicRack Manual | 6th Edition

Chapter 12: Tips & Tricks



New users want to organize things first and then add them to the library, while actually it is the other way
around. You are supposed to put all your books (no matter how unorganized they are) in one folder and then add
it to the library. Tell ComicRack to check the folder for changes, and scan it on every startup. Now, make a smart
list for all the unorganized books, and then work your way up to organize them VIA ComicRack.

9) Convert to CBZ

J

Ny

2 )

o)

~

As you already know the importance of
having CBZ files for storing the metadata
information (as comicinfo.xml file), you
should first preferably convert all the CBR
files to CBZ files. Make a smart list that
pull all the books which are CBR archives.
Select all the books pulled by this smart list,
and convert them to CBZ, using the Export
books function from the browser right-click
context menu.

Name "CBR Finder"
Match [File Format] contains "‘rar"

2)

ComicVine Scraper )
ake a smart list that picks up all the
newly added books in the library. These are
the books that have largely empty metadata
fields, save for those that Comicrack
automatically picks up from the filename
(like series, year, number). Now run the
ComicVine Scraper script on all these comics
The metadata fields will now automatically
get filled via the information from the comic
vine website.

Name “Scrape Me”

}
9/ Add Scanner Info

Match [Publisher] equals “”

J

~

CVDBSKIP

The comic vine scraper may miss some
books due to lack of data in the comicvine
website.Add a CVDBSKIP tag to these books
by holding the CTRL key when pressing the
skip button on the scraper. Make a smart list
that pulls all the CVDB skip books. Fill in the
metadata fields for these books manually.

Name “CVDBSKIP”
Qatch [Tags] contains “CVDBSKIP” j

@Commit Proposed Values )

The Proposed Values are metadata
auto-discovery that ComicRack does
by processing the filename. It’s there for
convenience, so those fields stay in grey
till the user confirms (or ‘commits’) them.
Also, the uncommitted values will not be
recognized by the Data Manager. So it is
highly recommended to either commit them
permanently (from the browser context
menu Automation -> Commit proposed
values) or hide them (if the guess is wrong)
and manually over-write them.

J

\

While the scraper fills in most of the
fields, it cannot find the scanner’s name (for
obvious reasons).You need the Scan info
from filename script for that.

Make a smart list to pull all the books
which need to have the scanning information
filled up. Now, just run the Scan info from
filename script on the books pulled by your
newly made smart list!

Name “Add Scanner Tags”
Match [Scanning Information] equals “”

@ Duplicates Manager R

N\ J

Use of ComicRack’s in-built duplicates
finder plus the excellent duplicates manager
script. This script basically chooses which of
the duplicated comics to keep (and which
to delete) based on the rules you specify.
So first, you need to setup the rules for the
duplicates manager script. From the Views
menu on the browser toolbar, choose the
Show duplicates option. Now select all the
books in the browser and click the duplicate
manager button on the browser toolbar.

\_ J

Data Manager

The Data Manager script fills in the
metadata based on the rules specified by
the user. Settings up the rules for the first
time would require some time & effort, but,
in the long run, this saves you a lot of work.
After the books have been scraped, and
the proposed values committed, just select
them click the Data manager icon from the
browser toolbar.

\
)

N

Library Organizer
he Library Organizer script allows for a
highly customized user-specified organization
(rename/copy/move) of the selected books
and/or the windows explorer folders. User-
defined settings decide the manner in which
the script works. First select the books on
which you wish to run the Library Organizer
on. Now, click on the Library Organizer icon
in the browser toolbar, or Right-click ->
Automation -> Library Organizer

9

N

Clean-up R
Correct books with incorrect ‘of” values.
e.g.4 (of 3) using the Count Errors smart list.
This needs to use a single regular expression
based criteria: Expression is True {StatsMa
xCount}<>{StatsMinCount}.You would now
need to manually correct the count fields in

the books pulled by this list.

Use the series gaps smart list to find the
comics which are missing in a series run
present in your library. The smart list needs
to follow any of these 2 rules: Series: Start of
gap is Yes and Series: End of gap is Yes.

J

N
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©

©)

(©)

How can I display my comic archives as thumbnails in Windows Explorer ?
Just install the free software CBXshell from here:
free-sk.t-com.hr/T800/software/cbxShell.htm

What is the Position field used for?

The position field is editable in a custom list only. It allows you to slide the books up and down on
a list without having to use an alternate number or another predefined setup to make a smartlist
work. However, if you ever replace a book in your library with a newer/better version of that book,
the old one will be removed from the list and you’ll have to figure out where you had it previously.

I was trying to update the author & other info but I can’t. All the fields are
greyed out, not allowing me to select anything.

It seems that you are trying to edit metadata for files which you have not yet added to the library.
First add your books to the library (read manual for how to do so) & then you’ll get editing capa-
bilities ‘unlocked’.

How do I completely remove the tags? I’ve already tried doing it manually in
the details tab, but the same old tags get put back up.

The trick is to remove the tag not only from the tags field of the details tab but also the notes field
of the plot & notes tab. You can clear the tags AND notes in the Multiple comic book Information
dialog. Check them both and clear the contents (if any).

Is there a smart list to find comics that are not in any lists?

Create a folder, put all your smart lists inside that.

Then, outside of the folder you created, let’s call it “ALL MY LISTS” for example, create a smart list
like this:

Name “Unsorted Books”

Not In [ALL MY LISTS]

Match [All] contains “”

I recently had a crash. I never backed up my database. Can I still recover?

If your database goes bonkers and you have never made a backup or don’t have a recent one,
check for comicdb.xml.bak in %appdata%\roaming\cyo\comicrack and if it’s there make a copy
of it and the remove the .bak extension.

If I convert my comics from CBR to CBZ, will there be a loss in image quality?
Which format takes more disc space? Which is preferable?

CBR and CBZ are pretty much identical when it comes to file size, and exactly identical when it
comes to image quality. But ComicRack can be configured to save your metadata into your Comic
archives, so it needs to be able to edit your files. That’s possible with CBZ files, because the zip
archive format is completely free and open for programmers to use. ComicRack can still do edits
on CBR files without breaking any licensing rules, but those edits can get lost when you move the
files to another computer. So, we recommend the CBZ format.
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(If you like ComicRack... |

You are encouraged to donate a small
amount to support this project and keep it
running. ComicRack has no functional limi-
tation whatsoever if no donation is made.
Hundreds of hours of work have been put

into ComicRack to make it the best, most
versatile and simply the most fun to use
comic book reader and manager in the
world. Starting out as a small fun project,
it has evolved into what you currently see,
a multi-language application with its own
web site and support forums. So if you
think ComicRack adds value to your life,
please give something back. By

More by the same Author

) i “There was a time when users often complained
\ of the lack of a manual on ComicRack. Making the ComicRack
;-_Rhcﬁ:n“"“"” - manuals was a challenge for me, a fun challenge. \ 3
: | know that people learn best when information is R - W
engaging, clearly written, and visu- - g

ally appealing. Unfortunately, most

manuals read like dry catalogs. This is 4

why | started writing the manuals on
ComicRack.”

c,w:&m
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All comics and publishers identified throughout this book are used in editorial fashion only and for the benefit of users, with no intention of infringement of trademarks. No such use, or the use of any trade name, is
intended to convey endorsement or other affiliation with this I. Comics displayed in the scr

by Winona Nelson. © 2013 Alex Woolfson. All Rights Reserved. http://:

are either with prior permission from the authors, or are copyright-free. Artifice is written by Alex Woolfson. Art

ics.com/ Bear ddon © Ethan Nicolle. http://bear idon.com/ Morning: © 2011-2013 optichouse.com & Gerimi Burleigh. All Rights
Reserved. http://optichouse.com/ Next Town Over ©2010-2013 Erin Mehlos. http://www. net/ The Phoenix Requiem is written by Sarah Ellerton. © 2011 Seraph-Inn Comics http://requiem.seraph-inn com/
Rainbow In The Dark © 2010 Comfort Love and Adam Withers. All Rights Reserved. http://unii ic.com/rainb. hedark/index.php reMIND ©2009-2013 Jason Brubake. http:, //www. indblog.com/

Apocalyptic © 2013 Vitaly S Alexius. All Rights Reserved. http://romanticallyapocalyptic.com/ Strong Female Protagonist © 2013 Brennan Lee Mulligan & Molly Ostertag. http://strongf p ist.com//The Umques
Copyright 2008-2010 Comfort Love and Adam Withers. All Rights Reserved. http://www.uniquescomic.com/
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